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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
MEDIA CONTACT: 
 

Hermitage Media Relations; (941) 475-2098, Ext. 8; 
Communications@HermitageArtistRetreat.org 

 

 

Hermitage Announces a New October Program  
Featuring Pulitzer Prize Finalist Robyn Schiff  
and Electronic Music Producer Sarah Galdes 

 

In this newly announced Hermitage program, Pulitzer Prize finalist and Hermitage 
Fellow Robyn Schiff joins forces with drummer, electronic artist, and music producer 

Sarah Galdes in the first Hermitage Beach program of the fall season.   
 

August 31, 2026 (Sarasota County, Florida) — The Hermitage Artist Retreat today 
announced a new October program on the Hermitage Beach featuring acclaimed poet 
and Pulitzer Prize finalist Robyn Schiff, alongside celebrated drummer and music 
producer Sarah Galdes. On Thursday, October 29th at 5:30pm, these two talented 
Hermitage artists will offer a program of poetry and percussion on the Hermitage Beach 
with “We Got the Beat: Poetry & Percussion.” Join us for the first beach program of 
the fall season as these renowned artists share their original work and discuss their 
respective journeys as the sun sets into the Gulf.  

Hermitage Fellow Robyn Schiff is the author of four collections of poetry, 
including Information Desk: An Epic, based on Schiff’s experience as a staff member at 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art’s information desk. Described as “an effluvial rush of 
memory, desire, data, and metaphor” by The New York Review of Books, Information 
Desk: An Epic was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in Poetry. Schiff co-edits the 
independent poetry press Canarium Books, and she is a professor at the University of 
Chicago, where she is Director of the Program in Creative Writing.  

Hermitage Fellow Sarah Galdes is a drummer, electronic artist, and music 
producer. Galdes has toured, performed, and recorded with a wide variety of bands and 
artists in the international music scene including Julien Baker (boygenius), Lauren 
Mayberry (CHVRCHES), Anna Wise, Bartees Strange, and many more. In addition to 
the drums, Galdes has studied traditional Korean percussion instruments and North 
Indian music, embarking on intensive study tours in South Korea, New York, Australia, 
and Canada.  
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Hermitage programs are free and open to the public (with a $5/person 
registration fee), offering Gulf Coast audiences a rare chance to engage and interact 
with some of the world’s leading talent. Running time for most Hermitage programs is 
60-70 minutes with no intermission. Due to capacity limitations, registration is 
required at HermitageArtistRetreat.org. 

Additional Hermitage fall and winter programs will be announced soon. 
Audiences are encouraged to keep an eye on HermitageArtistRetreat.org, where new 
events will be added as they open for registration. 

See below for complete program details and artist bios.  
A leading national arts incubator, the Hermitage is the only major arts 

organization in Florida’s Gulf Coast exclusively committed to supporting the 
development and creation of new work across all artistic disciplines. The Hermitage 
hosts artists on its Gulf Coast Manasota Key campus for multi-week residencies, where 
diverse and accomplished artists from around the world and across multiple disciplines 
create and develop new works of theater, music, visual art, literature, dance, film, and 
more. As part of their residencies, Hermitage Fellows participate in free year-round 
community programs, offering audiences in the region a unique opportunity to engage 
with some of the world’s leading artists and to get an authentic “sneak peek” into 
extraordinary projects and artistic minds before their works go on to major galleries, 
concert halls, theaters, and museums around the world. These free and innovative 
programs include performances, conversations, readings, interactive experiences, open 
studios, school programs, teacher workshops, and more, serving thousands in our 
regional community each year. 

For more information about the Hermitage and upcoming programs, visit: 
HermitageArtistRetreat.org. 
 
 
The Hermitage Artist Retreat 
Sarasota County, Florida 
Andy Sandberg, Artistic Director and CEO 
 

The Hermitage is a leading national arts incubator and multidisciplinary artist retreat located on 
Manasota Key, Florida. For more than two decades, the Hermitage has invited accomplished 
artists across multiple disciplines for residencies on its beachfront campus, which is on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Hermitage artists are invited to interact with the local 
community, reaching thousands of Gulf Coast residents and visitors each year with unique and 
inspiring programs. Hermitage Fellows have included 20 Pulitzer Prize winners, Poets Laureate, 
MacArthur ‘Genius’ Fellows, and multiple Tony, Emmy, Grammy, Oscar winners and nominees. 
Works created at this beachside retreat by a diverse and accomplished group of Hermitage alumni 
have gone on to renowned theaters, concert halls, and galleries throughout the world. Each year, 
the Hermitage awards the Hermitage Greenfield Prize for a new work of art or performance, the 
Hermitage Major Theater Award for an original theater commission, and the Aspen Music 
Festival’s Hermitage Prize in Composition. 
  
For more information, visit HermitageArtistRetreat.org. 
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The Hermitage is supported by: 
 

Hermitage programs are supported, in part, by Sarasota County Tourist Development Tax revenues; the 
State of Florida through the Division of Arts and Culture; the National Endowment for the Arts; the Welles 
Murphey Fund at Gulf Coast Community Foundation; Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation; and the 
Community Foundation of Sarasota County. 
 
 
Newly Announced Hermitage Program: 
 

• “We Got the Beat: Poetry & Percussion,” featuring Hermitage Fellows Sarah Galdes 
and Robyn Schiff, Thursday, October 29, 5:30pm: The Hermitage goes back to the 
beach with this rhythmic program featuring Hermitage Fellows Sarah Galdes and Robyn 
Schiff. Drummer and producer Sarah Galdes has toured, performed, and recorded with 
world-renowned artists such as Julien Baker (boygenius), Lauren Mayberry 
(CHVRCHES), and TEEN. Robyn Schiff is an acclaimed poet who was a Pulitzer Prize 
finalist for her book, Information Desk: An Epic, based on her experience as a staff 
member at the Metropolitan Museum of Art’s information desk. The New York Review of 
Books describes it as “an effluvial rush of memory, desire, data, and metaphor,” while The 
Washington Post hailed Schiff’s work as “among the year’s highlights, groundbreaking 
and epic.” Join these two talented artists on the Hermitage Beach as they share their 
original work and discuss their respective journeys as the sun sets into the 
Gulf. Registration is required at HermitageArtistRetreat.org ($5/person registration 
fee). Estimated running time: 60-70 minutes; Hermitage Beach, 6660 Manasota Key Rd. 
Englewood, FL 34223. 

 
 

ANNOUNCED HERMITAGE PROGRAMS: 
 
 

Friday, October 16 @ 5:30pm, Hermitage Sunsets @ Selby Gardens: “New Music Under 
the Old Oak,” featuring Hermitage Fellows Madeline Benson & Chris Peters and Matīss 
Čudars, at Marie Selby Botanical Gardens (Downtown Sarasota)  
Presented in partnership with Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 
 

Thursday, October 29 @ 5:30pm, “We Got the Beat: Poetry & Percussion,” featuring 
Hermitage Fellows Sarah Galdes and Robyn Schiff on the Hermitage Beach (Manasota Key) 
 

HERMITAGE FALL BENEFIT! – Saturday, November 7 @ 11:30am, “The Artful Lobster: 
An Outdoor Celebration” at the Historic Hermitage Campus (Manasota Key) 
 
 

ARTIST BIOS 
 

Sarah Galdes 
 

Hermitage Fellow Sarah Galdes is an electronic artist and music producer. She has toured, 
performed, and recorded with celebrated artists such as Julien Baker (boygenius), Julia Jacklin, 
Torres, Lauren Mayberry (CHVRCHES), Anna Wise, TEEN, Akwaeke Emezi, Hermitage Fellow 
River Ramirez, Overcoats, Efterklang, L’Rain, Bartees Strange, and many more. In addition to 
the drum kit, Galdes studied traditional Korean percussion instruments and North Indian music, 
embarking on intensive study tours in South Korea, New York, Australia, and Canada. Known for 
her feel and groove, she engages with a wide variety of bands and artists in the international 
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music scene. Sarah was born in Melbourne, Australia, and is currently based in NYC where she 
co-runs, produces, and records at Synthia Studio in Greenwich Village. She performs as a soloist 
using Sensory Percussion and is an endorsed artist by Sunhouse, Evans / D’Addario, and C&C 
drums. Sarah holds a B.A. in Music Improvisation with Honors in Tabla. 

 
Robyn Schiff 

 

Hermitage Fellow Robyn Schiff is the author of four collections of poetry, including the volume 
Information Desk: An Epic, which was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics 
Circle Award; her work was awarded the Four Quartets Prize of the Poetry Society of America. A 
recipient of the Joseph Brodsky Rome Prize at the American Academy in Rome and a 
Guggenheim Fellowship, Schiff co-edits the independent poetry press Canarium Books, and she 
is a professor at the University of Chicago, where she is Director of the Program in Creative 
Writing. 
 
 
 

HermitageArtistRetreat.org 
 

Facebook / Instagram: @HermitageArtistRetreat 


