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The Hermitage and Terrence McNally Foundation
Continue Partnership with the McNally Fellowship at the
Hermitage in Support of Early-Career Playwrights;
Talene Monahon Announced as 2026 Recipient

The Hermitage Artist Retreat and the Terrence McNally Foundation have
announced upcoming Hermitage Fellow, Hermitage Major Theater Award finalist,
and Pulitzer Prize finalist Talene Monahon as the 2026 recipient of the
McNally Fellowship at the Hermitage.

September 2, 2026 (Sarasota County, Florida) — Andy Sandberg, Artistic Director
and CEO of the Hermitage Artist Retreat, today announced that Talene Monahon
will be the 2026 designee of the McNally Fellowship at the Hermitage, made
possible with generous support from the Terrence McNally Foundation. This
residency sponsorship is intended to support the Fellowship of an early-career
playwright who is making a meaningful impact in the theater. In collaboration with the
McNally Foundation, the Hermitage has selected Pulitzer Prize finalist and Hermitage
Major Theater Award finalist Talene Monahon as the 2026 McNally Fellow.

Monahon is a Boston-born playwright of Armenian and Irish descent. She is a
Pulitzer Prize finalist for her play Meet the Cartozians, which premiered Off-Broadway
at Second Stage Theater in fall of 2025. Meet the Cartozians was also a New York
Times Critic’s Pick and was recognized on Vulture’s “Top 10 Best Plays of 2025” and
TheaterMania’'s “Top 5 Plays of 2025.” Monahon’s other plays include The Good John
Proctor, Jane Anger, and How to Load a Musket.

“The Hermitage is deeply grateful to the Terrence McNally Foundation for their
continuing support and passionate belief in the work we are doing,” said Hermitage
Artistic Director and CEO Andy Sandberg. “It has been a joy to collaborate with our
friend Tom Kirdahy as a fellow advocate for new voices, and he’s been such a
champion of the Hermitage and its mission. We are honored to celebrate Terrence’s
incomparable legacy by providing the gift of space and time to the next generation of



prolific voices in the theater, and we are excited to welcome Talene Monahon as the
2026 recipient of this honor.”

Tom Kirdahy, a Tony and Olivier Award-winning theater and film producer and
the late Terrence McNally’s husband, is the president of Tom Kirdahy Productions and
a principal trustee of the McNally Foundation. Kirdahy’s work spans Broadway, Off-
Broadway, the West End, and beyond. Among his current and recent producing credits
are the Tony Award-winning revival of Ragtime at Lincoln Center Theater; the
Broadway smash-hit musical Just in Time; Stephen Sondheim’s posthumous Off-
Broadway musical Here We Are, which starred Tony Award winner and Hermitage
Fellow Rachel Bay Jones; Terrence McNally’s Kiss of the Spider Woman film starring
Jennifer Lopez; the hit Off-Broadway revival of Little Shop of Horrors; and Hadestown,
the winner of eight Tony Awards on Broadway including Best Musical, along with the
recent film release and the Olivier Award-nominated West End production.

“We are incredibly proud to support the work the Hermitage is doing,” added
Kirdahy. “The Hermitage is a world-class arts incubator — not only for playwrights and
theater artists, but for so many extraordinary talents of all different backgrounds and
disciplines. The gift they are giving to these innovative and imaginative writers,
performers, and artists is invaluable. We are excited for Talene to continue her
creative journey with this Hermitage residency in Terrence’s name.”

The Terrence McNally Foundation is a nonprofit organization committed to
supporting bold new voices in the American theater by providing support to early-
career playwrights and the institutions that support them. The McNally Foundation’s
mission to champion new playwrights aligns with the mission of the Hermitage Artist
Retreat: to inspire and foster the most influential and consequential art and artists of
our time. Created by legendary playwright/librettist Terrence McNally and supported
through the ongoing royalties of his work, the Foundation is also committed to
supporting LGBTQ+ causes, as McNally did throughout his life. Following Terrence’s
passing, Tom Kirdahy stated that the Foundation would continue the legendary
playwright’s “singular legacy of mentorship and activism.”

A leading national arts incubator, the Hermitage is the only major arts
organization in Florida’s Gulf Coast exclusively committed to supporting the
development and creation of new work across all artistic disciplines. The Hermitage
hosts artists on its Gulf Coast Manasota Key home for multi-week residencies, where
diverse and accomplished artists from around the world and across multiple disciplines
create and develop new works of theater, music, visual art, literature, dance, film, and
more. As part of their residencies, Hermitage Fellows participate in free year-round
community programs, offering audiences in the region a unique opportunity to engage
with some of the world’s leading artists and to get an authentic “sneak peek” into
extraordinary projects and artistic minds before their works go on to major galleries,
concert halls, theaters, and museums around the world. These free and innovative



programs include performances, conversations, readings, music concerts, interactive
experiences, open studios, school programs, teacher workshops, and more, serving
thousands in our regional community each year.

For more information about the Hermitage and upcoming programs, visit:
HermitageArtistRetreat.org.

The Hermitage Artist Retreat
Sarasota County, Florida
Andy Sandberg, Artistic Director and CEO

The Hermitage is a leading national arts incubator and multidisciplinary artist retreat located on
Manasota Key, Florida. For more than two decades, the Hermitage has invited accomplished
artists across multiple disciplines for residencies on its beachfront campus, which is on the
National Register of Historic Places. Hermitage artists are invited to interact with the local
community, reaching thousands of Gulf Coast residents and visitors each year with unique and
inspiring programs. Hermitage Fellows have included 20 Pulitzer Prize winners, Poets Laureate,
MacArthur ‘Genius’ Fellows, and multiple Tony, Emmy, Grammy, Oscar winners and nominees.
Works created at this beachside retreat by a diverse and accomplished group of Hermitage alumni
have gone on to renowned theaters, concert halls, and galleries throughout the world. Each year,
the Hermitage awards the Hermitage Greenfield Prize for a new work of art or performance, the
Hermitage Major Theater Award for an original theater commission, and the Aspen Music
Festival’'s Hermitage Prize in Composition.

For more information, visit HermitageArtistRetreat.org.

The Hermitage is supported by:

Hermitage programs are supported, in part, by Sarasota County Tourist Development Tax revenues; the
State of Florida through the Division of Arts and Culture; the National Endowment for the Arts; the Welles
Murphey Fund at Gulf Coast Community Foundation; Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation; and the
Community Foundation of Sarasota County.

The Terrence McNally Foundation

The Terrence McNally Foundation is a nonprofit organization committed to supporting bold new
voices in the American theater by providing financial and institutional support to early-career
playwrights. Created by Terrence and supported through the royalties of his work, the Foundation
is also committed to supporting LGBTQ+ causes, as McNally did throughout his life. Learn more
by visiting TerrenceMcNallyFoundation.org.
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Talene Monahon

Talene Monahon is a 2026 Hermitage Major Theater Award finalist and the 2026 McNally Fellow
at the Hermitage Artist Retreat. A Brooklyn-based playwright of Armenian descent, Monahon was
recognized as a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in Drama for her original play Meet the Cartozians.
Off-Broadway: Meet the Cartozians (Second Stage, New York Times Critic’s Pick, Vulture’s “Top
10 Best Plays of 2025,” TheaterMania’s “Top 5 Plays of 2025”); The Good John Proctor (Bedlam;
The New Yorker's “Top 10 Best Plays of 2023”); Jane Anger (New Ohio; 2022 Off-Broadway
Alliance Best New Play nomination); and How to Load a Musket (Less than Rent; TheaterMania’s
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“The 10 Best Theater Productions of 2020”). Regional and international productions include Trinity
Rep, Shakespeare Theater of D.C., the Warehouse Theater, Detroit Shakespeare, and London's
Jermyn Street Theatre. She teaches Playwriting at the Sewanee Writers’ Conference. Upcoming
plays: Eat Me (South Coast Rep, 2026) and Wonder! A Woman Keeps a Secret (Northern Stage,
2026). B.A. Dartmouth College.

Terrence McNally

Terrence McNally was an American playwright, librettist, and LGBTQ+ trailblazer, described by
The New York Times as “the bard of the American Theater.” One of the few playwrights of his
generation to successfully pass from the avant-garde to mainstream acclaim, Terrence
redefined American playwriting for six decades and was the recipient of five Tony Awards (two
for his plays Love! Valour! Compassion! and Master Class, two for the books to his musicals
Kiss of the Spider Woman and Ragtime, and the 2019 Tony Award for Lifetime Achievement).
He received the 2011 Dramatists Guild Lifetime Achievement Award (he was Vice President of
the Guild from 1981 to 2001), the 2015 Lucille Lortel Lifetime Achievement Award, a 1996
induction into the American Theater Hall of Fame, and, in 2018, an induction into the American
Academy of Arts and Letters. His other accolades include an Emmy Award (Andre’s Mother),
two Guggenheim Fellowships, a Rockefeller Grant, four Drama Desk Awards, two Lucille Lortel
Awards, two Obie Awards, and three Hull-Warriner Awards. Terrence was an alumnus of
Columbia University and received numerous honorary degrees, including from NYU and
Juilliard, where he helped create the playwriting program in 1993. His legacy lives on in his
plays, musicals, and operas that continue to be performed all over the world, as well as in his
papers, which are kept and open to the public at the Harry Ransom Center in the University of
Texas at Austin.

Tom Kirdahy

Tom Kirdahy stands among the most influential and visionary producers in the entertainment
world today, pushing the boundaries of live theater worldwide with his Tony and Olivier Award-
winning productions. Select credits: the Broadway smash hit Just in Time directed by Alex
Timbers; McNally, Ahrens, and Flaherty’s epic masterpiece Ragtime (Tony Award, Best Revival
of a Musical) directed by Lear deBessonet; the international blockbuster Hadestown (winner of
eight Tony Awards, including Best Musical; Drama League Award) and the long-running Off-
Broadway hit revival of Little Shop of Horrors (Drama League Award, Outstanding Revival of a
Musical). Recent credits: the film adaptation of Kiss of the Spider Woman starring Jennifer Lopez
and directed by Bill Condon; Gypsy (Drama Desk, Best Revival) starring six-time Tony Award
winner Audra McDonald and directed by George C Wolf; Stephen Sondheim’s final musical Here
We Are; Caroline (Drama Desk, Drama League, Outer Critics Circle nominee, Best Play) a new
play by Preston Max Allen and directed by David Cromer; the Tony and Olivier Award-winning
play The Inheritance (Drama League Award, Outstanding Production of a Play), the first
Broadway revival of August Wilson’s The Piano Lesson, The Jungle, White Rabbit Red Rabbit,
and The Visit as well as the box office record-smashing It’'s Only a Play and the global sensation
Anastasia. Kirdahy spent the first twenty years of his career as an attorney providing free legal
services to people living with HIV/AIDS and carries on his passion for justice and advocacy
through his service on the Executive Board of BC/EFA, the Broadway League’s Board of
Governors, and many years on the Executive Board of NYC's LGBT Center.
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