FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MEDIA CONTACT:
Hermitage Media Relations; (941) 475-2098, Ext. 8; Communications@HermitageArtistRetreat.org

THE HERMITAGE
artist retreat| N

Hermitage Launches Two New Series at the
Hermitage Englewood Art Center

The Hermitage is launching two new series at the Hermitage Englewood Art Center: a series
of interactive workshops for the community and a new Hermitage Book Club.

September 29, 2026 (Sarasota County, Florida) — The Hermitage Artist Retreat today
announced the launch of two new series at the Hermitage Englewood Art Center (HEAC).
The facility was acquired by the Hermitage earlier this year from Ringling College of Art and
Design. These two new series mark a new chapter of Hermitage programming at the HEAC,
which will continue to evolve over the coming seasons.

Hermitage Saturday Sessions will offer a series of weekend workshops for the
community. One Saturday during the month, an accomplished Hermitage Fellow will lead an
intimate group of participants through a hands-on exploration of their respective craft.
Workshops will vary in topic and span the disciplines of visual art, music, dance, theater,
literature, and more, allowing participants the unique chance to tap into their creativity
through the guidance of the Hermitage’s world class artists.

The Hermitage Book Club is an opportunity to read and explore the extensive literary
work of our illustrious Hermitage Fellows. Curated and facilitated by Hermitage Programs
Director Tiffany Colli-Moon, this group will meet on the first Monday of each month at
5:30pm for a lively group discussion about a work written by one of our distinguished literary
alumni — many written and/or developed in part at the Hermitage. The Hermitage Book Club
will provide attendees the opportunity to read critically acclaimed titles, discover new
favorites, and engage more deeply with the work of Hermitage Fellows. (On select
occasions, the Hermitage may arrange for the distinguished author to join the session, but
the meeting will more often be an independent group discussion. Attendees are asked to
read the full book prior to attending the session.)

In December of 2025, the Hermitage assumed ownership of the Englewood Art Center
from the Ringling College of Art and Design. Located directly across Lemon Bay and just a
ten-minute drive from the Hermitage’s existing home on Manasota Key, the Hermitage
Englewood Art Center property spans two acres of land and includes two primary buildings
totaling 11,000 square feet. The Hermitage intends to make use of this facility as a
multidisciplinary arts center in furtherance of its mission: to inspire and foster the most
influential and culturally consequential art and artists of our time. To that end, the Hermitage

plans to activate the HEAC as extended space for visual art installation and its celebrated
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public programming, now including Hermitage Saturday Sessions community workshops,
and The Hermitage Book Club. Beyond the public-facing programs intended to enrich the
community, this facility will provide meaningful studio and gallery space for the Hermitage’s
renowned artist-in-residence program. The long-term strategic planning for the future of the
facility is still in process. The Hermitage hosted a meaningful community information session
for members of the Englewood and surrounding communities to help inform thoughtful
activation of this invaluable space in the way that best meets the needs of our community
while continuing to advance the organizational mission. This includes ongoing dialogue with
constituents of the Englewood community as the plans take shape.

On Saturday, October 10 at 11am, the Hermitage kicks off Hermitage Saturday
Sessions workshops with Tony Award-nominated Hermitage Fellow Julian Crouch, a
legendary opera and theater director and designer who has been heralded by The New York
Times. His impressive body of work includes the Olivier Award-winning musical
Shockheaded Peter in London; The Enchanted Island and more at the Metropolitan Opera;
The Addams Family, Hedwig and the Angry Inch, and more on Broadway; and numerous
other opera and theater designs across the U.K. and Europe. Crouch will guide workshop
participants in the exploration and use of live animation and puppetry techniques that have
been the inspiration for many of his productions in “Something from Nothing: A Puppetry
Workshop.” Focusing on the use of everyday materials and simple movement qualities, the
workshop will demonstrate how to bring the inanimate to life through collaborative
improvisation. The workshop is suitable for both true beginners and experienced
practitioners, and will involve both performance and some simple making. All materials will
be provided — participants need only bring their curiosity and their imagination. Due to
limited capacity and supplies, registration is required at HermitageArtistRetreat.org. This
first workshop will accept participants on a first-come, first-served basis.

The inaugural session of the Hermitage Book Club will be held on Monday, November
2 at 5:30pm, featuring Hermitage Fellow, former Hermitage Curatorial Council member, and
acclaimed author Emily Nemens’ highly anticipated second novel, Clutch. Named a New
York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice, Clutch follows a group of five women — friends for
twenty years — as they navigate the biggest challenges of their lives, asking: when you'’re
hanging on by your fingernails, how can you extend a hand to the ones you love? Named a
“Best Book” by The New York Times Book Review, People Magazine, The Los Angeles
Times, Alta Journal, Bustle, and more, Clutch is described by the LA Times as “White Lotus
with more sincerity and heart.” Nemens previously shared work from her novel The Cactus
League on the Hermitage Beach, offering insight into the world of Major League Baseball
and spring training in Arizona. To kick off the series, Emily Nemens will join this inaugural
Hermitage Book Club discussion in person!

“We are incredibly excited to launch these two newly conceived series at the Hermitage
Englewood Art Center,” said Hermitage Artistic Director and CEO Andy Sandberg. “The
HEAC is ripe with possibilities, and as we continue planning our next steps for the facility,
these two series will allow us to engage more meaningfully with the community.”

Hermitage programs are free and open to the public (with a $5/person registration fee),
offering Gulf Coast audiences a rare chance to engage and interact with some of the world’s
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leading talent. Future workshops may require a lottery depending upon capacity and
demand. In those instances, registrants will be notified two weeks prior to the workshop if
their names were drawn for participation. Running time for most Hermitage programs is 60-
70 minutes, with interactive workshops typically running 90 minutes.

Recently announced Hermitage programs include Hermitage Sunsets @ Selby
Gardens: “New Music Under the Old Oak,” on Friday, October 16 at 5:30pm. This
program at Selby Gardens (Downtown) features Hermitage Fellows Madeline Benson &
Chris Peters, who collaborated as arrangers, orchestrators, and performers on late
Hermitage Fellow Gavin Creel’s original musical Walk on Through, alongside acclaimed
guitarist and past winner of the Hermitage Prize in Composition at the Aspen Music Festival
Matiss Cudars. Then on Thursday, October 29 at 5:30pm, the Hermitage returns to the
beach with a rhythmic program, “We Got the Beat: Poetry & Percussion,” featuring
drummer and producer Sarah Galdes and poet and Pulitzer Prize finalist Robyn Schiff.
The Hermitage Artful Lobster will be held on Saturday, November 7t on the Hermitage’s
historic campus. This annual fall fundraiser supporting the Hermitage’s world-renowned
artist residency program is approaching capacity. For sponsorship opportunities, contact
Development Director at Development@HermitageArtistRetreat.org.

Additional Hermitage fall and winter programs will be announced soon. Audiences are
encouraged to keep an eye on HermitageArtistRetreat.org, where new events will be
added as they open for registration.

See below for complete program details and artist bios.

A leading national arts incubator, the Hermitage is the only major arts organization in
Florida’s Gulf Coast exclusively committed to supporting the development and creation of
new work across all artistic disciplines. The Hermitage hosts artists on its Gulf Coast
Manasota Key campus for multi-week residencies, where diverse and accomplished artists
from around the world and across multiple disciplines create and develop new works of
theater, music, visual art, literature, dance, film, and more. As part of their residencies,
Hermitage Fellows participate in free year-round community programs, offering audiences in
the region a unique opportunity to engage with some of the world’s leading artists and to get
an authentic “sneak peek” into extraordinary projects and artistic minds before their works
go on to major galleries, concert halls, theaters, and museums around the world. These free
and innovative programs include performances, conversations, readings, interactive
experiences, open studios, school programs, teacher workshops, and more, serving
thousands in our regional community each year.

For more information about the Hermitage and upcoming programs, visit:
HermitageArtistRetreat.org.

The Hermitage Artist Retreat
Sarasota County, Florida
Andy Sandberg, Artistic Director and CEO

The Hermitage is a leading national arts incubator and multidisciplinary artist retreat located on
Manasota Key, Florida. For more than two decades, the Hermitage has invited accomplished artists

across multiple disciplines for residencies on its beachfront campus, which is on the National Register
of Historic Places. Hermitage artists are invited to interact with the local community, reaching
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thousands of Gulf Coast residents and visitors each year with unique and inspiring programs.
Hermitage Fellows have included 20 Pulitzer Prize winners, Poets Laureate, MacArthur ‘Genius’
Fellows, and multiple Tony, Emmy, Grammy, Oscar winners and nominees. Works created at this
beachside retreat by a diverse and accomplished group of Hermitage alumni have gone on to
renowned theaters, concert halls, and galleries throughout the world. Each year, the Hermitage awards
the Hermitage Greenfield Prize for a new work of art or performance, the Hermitage Major Theater
Award for an original theater commission, and the Aspen Music Festival’'s Hermitage Prize in
Composition.

For more information, visit HermitageArtistRetreat.org.

The Hermitage is supported by:

Hermitage programs are supported, in part, by Sarasota County Tourist Development Tax revenues; the State
of Florida through the Division of Arts and Culture; the National Endowment for the Arts; the Welles Murphey
Fund at Gulf Coast Community Foundation; Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation; and the Community
Foundation of Sarasota County.

Newly Announced Hermitage Program:

e Hermitage Saturday Sessions: “Something from Nothing — A Puppetry Workshop,”
featuring Hermitage Fellow Julian Crouch, Saturday, October 10, 11am: Join the Hermitage
as we launch a new series of workshops at the Hermitage Englewood Art Center — Saturday
Sessions. Tony Award-nominated Hermitage Fellow Julian Crouch is a legendary opera and
theater director and designer who has been heralded by The New York Times. His impressive
body of work includes the Olivier Award-winning musical Shockheaded Peter, The Enchanted
Island and more at the Metropolitan Opera; The Addams Family Musical, Hedwig and the Angry
Inch, and more on Broadway; and numerous other opera and theater designs in the UK and
Europe. Crouch will guide workshop participants in the exploration and use of live animation
and puppetry techniques that have been the inspiration for many of his productions. Focusing
on the use of everyday materials and simple movement qualities, the workshop will demonstrate
how to bring the inanimate to life through collaborative improvisation. The workshop is suitable
for both beginners and experienced practitioners and will involve both performance and some
simple making. All materials will be provided — you just need to bring your curiosity and your
imagination! Registration is required at HermitageArtistRetreat.org ($5/person registration
fee). Workshop participants will be selected on a first-come, first-served basis. Estimated
running time: 90 minutes; Hermitage Englewood Art Center, 350 South McCall Road,
Englewood, FL 34223.

e The Hermitage Book Club: Discussing Hermitage Fellow Emily Nemens’ 2026 Novel
Clutch, Monday, November 2, 5:30pm: The Hermitage Book Club is an opportunity to read
and explore the extensive literary work of our illustrious Hermitage Fellows. Curated and
facilitated by Hermitage Programs Director Tiffany Colli-Moon, this group will meet on the first
Monday of each month to discuss a notable book written by one of our distinguished literary
alumni — some of which may have been written and/or developed in part at the Hermitage! Join
the club to read critically acclaimed titles, discover new favorites, and engage more deeply with
the work of Hermitage Fellows. First up: Hermitage Fellow, former Curatorial Council member,
and acclaimed author Emily Nemens joins us to discuss her highly anticipated second novel,
Clutch. Named a New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice, Clutch follows a group of five
women — friends for twenty years —as they navigate the biggest challenges of their lives, asking:
when you’re hanging on by your fingernails, how can you extend a hand to the ones you love?
(On select occasions, such as this, the author may join the session, but this meeting will more
often be an independent group discussion.) Registration is required at
HermitageArtistRetreat.org ($5/person registration fee). Estimated running time: 60-70
minutes; Hermitage Englewood Art Center, 350 South McCall Road, Englewood, FL 34223.



ANNOUNCED HERMITAGE PROGRAMS:

Saturday, October 10 @ 11am, Hermitage Saturday Sessions: “Something from Nothing — A
Puppetry Workshop,” featuring Hermitage Fellow Julian Crouch, at the Hermitage Englewood Art
Center (Englewood)

Friday, October 16 @ 5:30pm, Hermitage Sunsets @ Selby Gardens: “New Music Under the
Old Oak,” featuring Hermitage Fellows Madeline Benson & Chris Peters and Matiss Cudars, at
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens (Downtown Sarasota)

Presented in partnership with Marie Selby Botanical Gardens

Thursday, October 29 @ 5:30pm, “We Got the Beat: Poetry & Percussion,” featuring Hermitage
Fellows Sarah Galdes and Robyn Schiff on the Hermitage Beach (Manasota Key)

Monday, November 2 @ 5:30pm, The Hermitage Book Club: Emily Nemens’ 2026 novel Clutch,
at the Hermitage Englewood Art Center (Englewood)

HERMITAGE FALL BENEFIT! — Saturday, November 7 @ 11:30am, “The Artful Lobster: An
Outdoor Celebration” at the Historic Hermitage Campus (Manasota Key)

ARTIST BIOS

Julian Crouch

Hermitage Fellow Julian Crouch is an independent mask maker, director, designer, librettist,
illustrator and musician. He is a co-founder of Improbable, and co-director and designer of
Shockheaded Peter. Opera work includes The Egyptian Helena, Hansel and Gretel, and Ernani (La
Scala Opera, Milan); Cosi Fan Tutti and Falstaff (Teatro Del Maggio, Florence); Satyagraha, The
Enchanted Island, Doctor Atomic, and Marnie (English National Opera, the Met Opera); The Barber
Of Seville (Dutch National Opera); The Magic Flute (National Opera); and King Arthur (Berlin
Staatsoper). On Broadway he designed Little Shop of Horrors, The Addams Family, Big Fish, Head
Over Heels, and Hedwig and the Angry Inch (Tony Award nom.). He co-directed, co-composed and
designed Jedermann for the Salzburg Festival, co-created The Aging Magician at the New Victory
Theater, and designed The Nutcracker for Christopher Wheeldon and The Joffrey Ballet, and
Cinderella for the Dutch National and San Francisco Ballets. His production Birdheart played for the
Dalai Lama in Brussels and toured as far afield as Zimbabwe and Abu Dhabi. Recently Artist in
Residence at New York’s Park Avenue Armory and BRIC House Fireworks Residency Program in
Brooklyn, and a Libretto Fellow for the American Lyric Theater. Most recently he designed Orpheus in
the Underworld for the Volksoper, Vienna, for which he received Best Design in the Austrian Theater
Awards.

Emily Nemens

Hermitage Fellow Emily Nemens is a writer, editor, illustrator, and educator. She is also a past
member of the Hermitage Curatorial Council. Nemens’ debut novel, The Cactus League, was
published in 2020 and her second novel, Clutch, was published in February of 2026. Both books were
New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice selections. From 2018 to 2021, Emily served as the
editor of The Paris Review, the nation’s preeminent literary quarterly. During her tenure, the magazine
won the 2020 American Society of Magazine Editors’ Award for Fiction, published two anthologies,
and produced the second season of its acclaimed podcast. Previously, she coedited The Southern
Review, a heralded literary journal published at Louisiana State University. Stories published during
her tenures at The Southern Review and The Paris Review were selected for the Pushcart Prize
anthology, Best American Short Stories, the O. Henry Prize anthology, and PEN America Best Debut
Fiction. In 2021 she joined the staff of Stranger’s Guide as the sports/senior editor. As an illustrator,
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she’s collaborated with Harvey Pekar, published her work in The New Yorker, and her watercolor
portraits of every woman in congress were featured across the web and on national TV. Her short
stories have appeared in Blackbird (Tarumoto Prize winner), Esquire, n+1, BOMB, The lowa Review,
Story, and The Gettysburg Review; her essays have appeared or are forthcoming in LARB, The
Common, BOMB, and McSweeney’s. She received a 2026 Finalist award from the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts. She lives in New Jersey and remains a Mariners fan.

HermitageArtistRetreat.org
Facebook / Instagram: @HermitageArtistRetreat




