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Composer Jaylin Vinson Wins 2026 Hermitage Prize in 
Composition at Aspen Music Festival & School –  

New Commission Announced 
 

Jaylin Vinson, a composition student at the Aspen Music Festival and School, will 
receive a residency and Fellowship at the Hermitage Artist Retreat in Sarasota 

County, Florida. Vinson will be the first Hermitage Prize recipient to also receive a 
commission to create a new piece of music to premiere in Aspen in 2027. 

 
August 17, 2026 (Sarasota County, Florida) — The Hermitage Artist Retreat and the 
Aspen Music Festival and School (Aspen, Colorado) are pleased to announce Jaylin 
Vinson, a composition student at AMFS, has been selected as the recipient of the 2026 
Hermitage Prize in Composition. Vinson is the thirteenth recipient of this annual 
award, which includes a residency at the Hermitage. This year, the Hermitage is 
pleased to announce a new $10,000 valuation for the prize, which includes a $5,000 
commission paid directly to the winner, in addition to supporting expenses related to the 
winner’s Fellowship and public program at the Hermitage. With this commission, Vinson 
will create an original composition that will be developed at the Hermitage prior to 
having its full premiere in Aspen in 2027 with the Aspen Contemporary Ensemble 
(ACE). This commission is made possible with generous support from Marsha & David 
Dowler, Rebecca Donelson & Robert Blattberg, and Friends of the Hermitage in 
Aspen.  

Vinson was selected by a jury that includes multiple Grammy Award winner 
Robert Spano, Music Director of the AMFS, Artistic Director Laureate of the Atlanta 
Symphony, and a past member of the Hermitage Curatorial Council; award-winning 
composer and arts administrator Alan Fletcher, AMFS President and CEO; and the 
composition faculty of the AMFS, including Grammy Award-winning Hermitage Fellow 
Christopher Theofanidis. 

Hermitage Artistic Director and CEO Andy Sandberg presented the award to 
Vinson on Saturday at the Aspen Music Festival’s Klein Tent, alongside Fletcher and 
Theofanidis. The commission was announced the following day at an annual reception 
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hosted by Marsha and David Dowler in celebration of the Hermitage Prize and the 
AMFS composition students.  

The Hermitage Prize in Composition, launched in 2013, reflects an invaluable 
partnership between AMFS and the Hermitage, designed to champion new and original 
works and to recognize exceptional talent in the field of contemporary classical music. 
To celebrate the tenth anniversary of this award in 2023, the Hermitage and AMFS 
produced a retrospective video featuring exclusive interviews with past winners, 
distinguished AMFS faculty members, and renowned thought leaders in music, which 
can be seen here (full URL link below). With established composers like Spano, 
Fletcher, Theofanidis, Nico Muhly, and more having experienced memorable Hermitage 
Fellowships, the Hermitage Prize in Composition was created to offer the same 
experience to young, talented composers just beginning their professional careers. 
  “We are thrilled to recognize Jaylin Vinson as the winner of the thirteenth annual 
Hermitage Prize and the inaugural recipient of this new commission,” noted Sandberg. 
“Jaylin is a brilliant young composer whose work has been heard across the United 
States, and we know he will a welcome addition to the Hermitage community. We were 
delighted that the weekend’s festivities could be celebrated alongside fellow Hermitage 
alumni. We must also thank Marsha and David Dowler, Rebecca Donelson and Bob 
Blattberg, and our generous supporters in Aspen for making this new commission 
possible, and we are grateful for our continuing collaboration with the Aspen Music 
Festival and School.” 

The Hermitage Prize at AMFS is the only student residency awarded each year; 
all other Hermitage Fellows are accomplished working professionals and leaders in their 
fields, selected by the Hermitage’s National Curatorial Council. This provides the 
recipient of the annual Hermitage Prize in Composition the opportunity to share this 
unmatched Hermitage experience with leading artists from all around the world.  

This year’s season of the world-renowned Aspen Music Festival featured works 
and performances from Hermitage alumni including AMFS Music Director Robert 
Spano, AMFS President Alan Fletcher, Christopher Theofanidis, Lera Auerbach, 
Nico Muhly, Jessie Montgomery, Gity Razaz, David Lang, and 2017 Hermitage Prize 
in Composition winner Joel Thompson.   

Hermitage Fellows have included 20 Pulitzer Prize winners, multiple Grammy, 
Oscar, Emmy, and Tony winners, Poets Laureate, MacArthur and Guggenheim Fellows, 
and more. Hermitage Fellows regularly describe their time at the Hermitage as 
"magical," "transformative," and "life-changing." 

2026 Hermitage Prize in Composition winner Jaylin Vinson is a concert-music 
composer whose music has been described as “an awakening” by the Sioux City 
Journal, marked by “insatiable curiosity” from the Heifetz Institute, and recognized as 
“bold and compelling” by DC Theater Arts. His compositions have been showcased at 
Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, and the DiMenna Center for Classical Music, with 



3 
 

works performed by ensembles across the United States including the New York Youth 
Symphony, Houston Youth Symphonies, the Oklahoma Youth Orchestras, Baylor 
Symphony Orchestra, University of Northern Iowa Symphony Orchestra, the Brevard 
Music Center Orchestra, the National Orchestra Institute, Sioux City Symphony 
Orchestra, the U.S. Navy Band, the Apollo Chamber Players, and KINETIC Ensemble. 
Vinson’s one-act opera, Future of Dreams, was commissioned by Washington National 
Opera and premiered at the Kennedy Center in January 2025. A Finalist for the San 
Francisco Symphony’s Black Emerging Composer Project, Vinson’s honors prior to the 
Hermitage Prize include being named Composer of the Year by the Sioux City 
Symphony Orchestra, winning the inaugural Altus Adams Prize by the U.S. Navy Band, 
and receiving an Honorable Mention in the ASCAP Morton Gould Young Composer 
Award. Vinson holds a Bachelor of Music in Composition from the Shepherd School of 
Music at Rice University. He is currently pursuing a Master of Music in Composition at 
the Juilliard School, as a proud recipient of the Kovner Fellowship. 

"Words cannot adequately express how thrilled and humbled I am to receive the 
Hermitage Prize in Composition,” said Vinson. “As a composer, I work within a 
fundamentally time-based art form, so receiving the gift of time at the Hermitage Artist 
Retreat is not one I take for granted. To know the history of this wonderful landscape on 
Manasota Key is to know the brilliant creatives who have also been blessed with 
uninterrupted time at the Hermitage – time that has led to an extraordinary body of new 
work and fruitful collaboration. I am beaming with anticipation, thinking of the new work 
and the relationships that will grow out of my own time there. I extend my utmost 
gratitude to the selection committee for this investment in my creative life, and for the 
privilege this time will mean to my career. I look forward to what I will create: my gift of 
gratitude for the gift that has been extended to me." 

Following the award presentation on the stage of the Klein Tent, Vinson was 
recognized at a reception hosted by Marsha and David Dowler in celebration of the 
Hermitage Prize, where he was surprised by the news of the commission. At this event, 
Vinson’s original work “Carpe Diem” was debuted by the Aspen Contemporary 
Ensemble (ACE). Vinson’s new commission will also receive its premiere in 
collaboration with ACE next summer, to coincide with the awarding of the 2027 
Hermitage Prize winner. 

Previous residencies of AMFS Hermitage Prize recipients have led to exciting 
collaborations, lifelong friendships, and extraordinary new compositions. The first winner 
of this award in 2013 was Patrick Harlin. While in residence at the Hermitage, Harlin 
met acclaimed designer and visual artist Anne Patterson. The two sparked a decade-
long collaboration that led to the world premiere exhibition, “The Truth of the Night Sky,” 
at the Sarasota Art Museum in the fall of 2024. Harlin and Patterson also spent time at 
the Hermitage with AMFS composer Christopher Theofanidis and celebrated poet 
Melissa Studdard; as a result, these four Hermitage alumni began a multi-year 
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collaboration which led to the 2025 world premiere of Siddhartha, She at the Aspen 
Music Festival. Adapted from Hermann Hesse’s Siddhartha, this original opera 
developed at the Hermitage featured music by Christopher Theofanidis, a libretto by 
Melissa Studdard, design and direction by Anne Patterson, soundscape design by 
Patrick Harlin, and music direction by Robert Spano – all five Hermitage alumni. This 
newly created work received critical acclaim at the 2025 Aspen Music Festival.  

“This opportunity at the Hermitage has made such a big difference to me,” said 
2025 Hermitage Prize in Composition winner Harriet Steinke. The first thing I noticed 
was how amazing it has been for my creative brain to have space and time. People, 
including myself, underestimate how much you need that to be creative. It takes time to 
get your brain and your body in the right space, and as you move through your life, it's 
impossible to find that sort of time. This experience has helped me find that peace and 
quiet, this extraordinarily valuable thing that artists really need to continue to produce 
throughout their lives. While I'm at the Hermitage, I'm working on an opera for Beth 
Morrison Projects, setting the text of the Victorian poet Christina Rossetti."  

“I cannot adequately describe how grateful I felt to be at the Hermitage Artist 
Retreat,” said the 2024 Hermitage Prize winner Hannah Rice of her resulting 
residency. “Life is so fast paced for young artists, so to be awarded the time to wake up, 
watch the sunrise, and ground myself was truly a gift. I was so unbelievably inspired by 
the ocean, the sounds of the birds squawking, and the beauty of mother earth, and I feel 
so thankful for this invaluable time to get back to child-like play in my music studio. I 
also had the opportunity to connect with some incredible, seasoned artists while in 
residence, and I have learned so much from their insights and experiences. As I 
approached the end of my time on Manasota Key, I soaked in everything that this 
gorgeous place and these wonderful people had to offer and splattered as many sounds 
against the canvas as I could. It was truly a privilege to be at the Hermitage –I kept 
reminding myself – I’m not in a dream!” 

Previous Hermitage Prize recipients include Patrick Harlin (2013), Thomas 
Kotcheff (2014), Phillip Sink (2015), Andrew Hsu (2016), Joel Thompson (2017), 
Sid Richardson (2018), Chelsea Komschlies (2019), David Clay Mettens (2021), 
Sofía Rocha (2022), Matīss Čudars (2023), Hannah Rice (2024), and Harriet Steinke 
(2025). 

A leading national arts incubator, the Hermitage is the only major arts 
organization in Florida’s Gulf Coast exclusively committed to supporting the 
development and creation of new work across all artistic disciplines. The Hermitage 
hosts artists on its Gulf Coast Manasota Key home for multi-week residencies, where 
diverse and accomplished artists from around the world and across multiple disciplines 
create and develop new works of theater, music, visual art, literature, dance, film, and 
more. As part of their residencies, Hermitage Fellows participate in free year-round 
community programs, offering audiences in the region a unique opportunity to engage 
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with some of the world’s leading artists and to get an authentic “sneak peek” into 
extraordinary projects and artistic minds before their works go on to major galleries, 
concert halls, theaters, and museums around the world. These free and innovative 
programs include performances, conversations, readings, music concerts, interactive 
experiences, open studios, school programs, teacher workshops, and more, serving 
thousands in our regional community each year. 

To learn more about the Aspen Music Festival and School, visit 
AspenMusicFestival.com. To learn more about the Hermitage and its upcoming 
programs, or to support this organization in its mission to champion artists and the 
creative process, visit HermitageArtistRetreat.org. 

 
 

Hermitage Prize Video Link and Landing Page: 
HermitageArtistRetreat.org/HermitagePrizeAspen 

 

For more information about the Hermitage and upcoming programs, visit: 
HermitageArtistRetreat.org. 

 
 

Jaylin Vinson 
 

Jaylin Vinson is the winner of the 2026 Hermitage Prize in Composition at the Aspen Music 
Festival and School. His music has been described as “an awakening” (Sioux City Journal), 
marked by “insatiable curiosity” (Heifetz Institute) and recognized as “bold and compelling” (DC 
Theater Arts). Vinson’s work celebrates the intrinsic beauty of human connection. Spanning 
chamber ensembles, full orchestra, and opera, His compositions investigate the depth of 
humanity and the complexities of identity in the United States, with a constant pursuit of 
unadulterated joy. Vinson’s compositions have been showcased at Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy 
Center, and the DiMenna Center for Classical Music. His works have been performed by 
ensembles across the country including the New York Youth Symphony, Houston Youth 
Symphonies, the Oklahoma Youth Orchestras, Baylor Symphony Orchestra, University of 
Northern Iowa Symphony Orchestra, the Brevard Music Center Orchestra, the National Orchestra 
Institute, Sioux City Symphony Orchestra, the U.S. Navy Band, the Apollo Chamber Players, and 
KINETIC Ensemble. Vinson’s one-act opera Future of Dreams, with a libretto by Deborah 
D.E.E.P. Mouton, was commissioned by Washington National Opera and premiered at the 
Kennedy Center in January 2025. Supported by the Houston Arts Alliance Make Creativity 
Happen Grant and the Shepherd School of Music Richter Outreach Grant; Vinson’s chamber 
opera Look into the Wata has been performed at the Alta Arts and the Shepherd School of 
Music. His concerto Dark Matter is a 25-minute work for flute and string ensemble that premiered 
with Performing Arts Houston featuring acclaimed flutist Tyler Martin. A finalist for the San 
Francisco Symphony’s Black Emerging Composer Project, Vinson’s honors beyond the 
Hermitage Prize include being named Composer of the Year by the Sioux City Symphony 
Orchestra, winning the inaugural Altus Adams Prize by the U.S. Navy Band, and receiving an 
Honorable Mention in the ASCAP Morton Gould Young Composer Award. He also participates in 
DACAMERA’s Young Artist Program, a fellowship for chamber performance, community 
engagement, and arts leadership in Houston. Vinson holds a Bachelor of Music in Composition 
from the Shepherd School of Music at Rice University, where he studied with Kurt Stallmann, 
Anthony Brandt, Karim Al-Zand, and Pierre Jalbert. He is currently pursuing a Master of Music in 
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Composition at the Juilliard School, as a proud recipient of the Kovner Fellowship, where he 
studies with Nina C. Young. 
 
 
The Hermitage Artist Retreat 
Sarasota County, Florida 
Andy Sandberg, Artistic Director and CEO 
 

The Hermitage is a leading national arts incubator and multidisciplinary artist retreat located on 
Manasota Key, Florida. For more than two decades, the Hermitage has invited accomplished 
artists across multiple disciplines for residencies on its beachfront campus, which is on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Hermitage artists are invited to interact with the local 
community, reaching thousands of Gulf Coast residents and visitors each year with unique and 
inspiring programs. Hermitage Fellows have included 20 Pulitzer Prize winners, Poets Laureate, 
MacArthur ‘Genius’ Fellows, and multiple Tony, Emmy, Grammy, Oscar winners and nominees. 
Works created at this beachside retreat by a diverse and accomplished group of Hermitage alumni 
have gone on to renowned theaters, concert halls, and galleries throughout the world. Each year, 
the Hermitage awards the Hermitage Greenfield Prize for a new work of art or performance, the 
Hermitage Major Theater Award for an original theater commission, and the Aspen Music 
Festival’s Hermitage Prize in Composition. 
  
For more information, visit HermitageArtistRetreat.org. 
 
 

The Hermitage is supported by: 
 

Hermitage programs are supported, in part, by Sarasota County Tourist Development Tax revenues; the 
State of Florida through the Division of Arts and Culture and the National Endowment for the Arts; as well 
as the Welles Murphey Fund at Gulf Coast Community Foundation; Charles & Margery Barancik 
Foundation; and the Community Foundation of Sarasota County. 
 
 
The Aspen Music Festival and School  
 

Founded in 1949, the Aspen Music Festival and School (AMFS) is the United States’ premier 
classical music center for performance and education, presenting more than 200 musical events 
during its eight-week summer season in Aspen. The organization draws top classical musicians 
from around the world for a rich combination of performances of orchestral works, opera, chamber 
music, recitals, contemporary music, works by new or previously unrecognized voices, popular 
genres, family events, and talks, competitions, and classes. More than 450 music students from 
40 U.S. states and 40 countries come each summer to play in four orchestras, sing, conduct, 
compose and study with more than 100 artist- faculty members who come from the orchestras of 
Los Angeles, New York, Chicago, Dallas, the Metropolitan Orchestra, and the leading 
conservatories and music schools like The Juilliard School, The Shepherd School of Music at 
Rice University, and The Colburn School. AspenMusicalFestival.com  
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