FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MEDIA CONTACT:

Hermitage Media Relations; (941) 475-2098, Ext. 8;
Communications@HermitageArtistRetreat.org

THE HERMITAGE
artist retreat| N

Hermitage Announces a New March Program Featuring
Tony Award-Nominated Theater Legend Anna Deavere Smith
and Olivier Award-Nominated UK Playwright Beth Steel

In this newly added Hermitage program, Tony Award nominee, Pulitzer Prize finalist,
and Hermitage Fellow Anna Deavere Smith joins forces with UK-based playwright,
Olivier Award nominee, and Hermitage Major Theater Award finalist Beth Steel. These
two distinguished playwrights will offer insight into their creative process and share
original works on the Hermitage Beach.

February 4, 2026 (Sarasota County, Florida) — The Hermitage Artist Retreat today
announced a new March program on the Hermitage Beach featuring Tony Award
nominee, Pulitzer Prize finalist, and Hermitage Fellow Anna Deavere Smith, alongside
Olivier Award nominee and Hermitage Major Theater Award finalist Beth Steel. Smith is
a celebrated writer and performer recognized by millions for her memorable roles on
stage and screen, and Steel is the UK-based author of the acclaimed West End play Till
the Stars Come Down. On Thursday, March 19" at 6:30pm, these two heralded
playwrights will offer their unique perspectives into playwriting and share excerpts of
their original work in this sunset program on the Hermitage Beach.

Credited with having created a new form of theater, Anna Deavere Smith’s
plays focus on contemporary issues from multiple points of view and are composed of
interview excerpts. She was awarded the National Endowment for the Humanities
Medal from President Obama in 2013. Her other awards include the MacArthur
Fellowship, several Obie Awards, the George Polk Award in Journalism, and the
Dean’s Medal from Stanford University School of Medicine. Smith was a Pulitzer Prize
finalist and has received two Tony Award nominations. Her plays and films include
Fires in the Mirror, Twilight: Los Angeles, Let Me Down Easy, and Notes from the
Field. Her play This Ghost of Slavery, written for The Atlantic Magazine, was only the
second play the magazine has published in 168 years. Smith’s television and film
acting credits include Inventing Anna, The West Wing, Nurse Jackie, Black-ish,
Philadelphia, The American President, Rachel Getting Married, For the People, and
The Boroughs. She is currently a University Professor at New York University, was an



Eastman Professor at Oxford, and holds several honorary doctorates, including those
from Harvard, Yale, Dartmouth, Spelman College, Juilliard, and Oxford.

Hermitage Major Theater Award finalist Beth Steel’'s most recent play, Till the
Stars Come Down, had a sold out run at the National Theatre before transferring to the
Theatre Royal Haymarket in London's West End in 2025. The play was nominated for
Best New Play at the 2024 Olivier Awards and has been nominated for Best Play for the
2025 Standard Theatre Awards. Her other plays include The House of Shades, which
premiered at the Almeida Theatre and was a Susan Smith Blackburn finalist; the
Evening Standard Award-winning Wonderland which was also a Susan Smith Blackburn
finalist; and Ditch, a John Whiting Award finalist.

On Thursday, March 19 at 6:30pm, the Hermitage will present “Dramatizing
the Contemporary World,” featuring these two powerhouse playwrights. Though one is
American and one is British, these award-winning artists are both known for their keen
observation and shrewd insight. Together, they will provide a sneak peek into their
creative process and share excerpts of their original work on the Hermitage Beach.

Hermitage programs are free and open to the public (with a $5/person
registration fee), offering Gulf Coast audiences a rare chance to engage and interact
with some of the world’s leading talent. Running time for most Hermitage programs is
60-70 minutes with no intermission. Due to capacity limitations, registration is
required at HermitageArtistRetreat.org.

Additional Hermitage programs for March and April will be announced soon.
Please note: due to the ongoing campus recovery and shifting residency
schedules, Hermitage programs throughout the remainder of the season will continue to
be announced on shorter notice than usual. Audiences are encouraged to keep an eye
on HermitageArtistRetreat.org, where new events will be added as they open for

registration.
See below for complete program details and artist bios.

A leading national arts incubator, the Hermitage is the only major arts
organization in Florida's Gulf Coast exclusively committed to supporting the
development and creation of new work across all artistic disciplines. The Hermitage
hosts artists on its Gulf Coast Manasota Key campus for multi-week residencies, where
diverse and accomplished artists from around the world and across multiple disciplines
create and develop new works of theater, music, visual art, literature, dance, film, and
more. As part of their residencies, Hermitage Fellows participate in free year-round
community programs, offering audiences in the region a unique opportunity to engage
with some of the world’s leading artists and to get an authentic “sneak peek” into
extraordinary projects and artistic minds before their works go on to major galleries,
concert halls, theaters, and museums around the world. These free and innovative
programs include performances, conversations, readings, music concerts, interactive




experiences, open studios, school programs, teacher workshops, and more, serving
thousands in our regional community each year.

The Hermitage Artist Retreat
Sarasota County, Florida
Andy Sandberg, Atrtistic Director and CEO

The Hermitage is a leading national arts incubator and multidisciplinary artist retreat located on
Manasota Key, Florida. For more than two decades, the Hermitage has invited accomplished
artists across multiple disciplines for residencies on its beachfront campus, which is on the
National Register of Historic Places. Hermitage artists are invited to interact with the local
community, reaching thousands of Gulf Coast residents and visitors each year with unique and
inspiring programs. Hermitage Fellows have included 18 Pulitzer Prize winners, Poets Laureate,
MacArthur ‘Genius’ Fellows, and multiple Tony, Emmy, Grammy, Oscar winners and nominees.
Works created at this beachside retreat by a diverse and accomplished group of Hermitage alumni
have gone on to renowned theaters, concert halls, and galleries throughout the world. Each year,
the Hermitage awards the Hermitage Greenfield Prize for a new work of art or performance, the
Hermitage Major Theater Award for an original theater commission, and the Aspen Music
Festival's Hermitage Prize in Composition.

For more information, visit HermitageArtistRetreat.org.

The Hermitage is supported by:

Hermitage programs are supported, in part, by Sarasota County Tourist Development Tax revenues; the
Welles Murphey Fund at Gulf Coast Community Foundation; Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation; and
the Community Foundation of Sarasota County.

Newly Announced Hermitage Program:

o “Dramatizing the Contemporary World,” featuring Hermitage Fellows Anna Deavere
Smith and Beth Steel, Thursday, March 19, 6:30pm: Tony Award-nominated Hermitage
Fellow Anna Deavere Smith is widely recognized for having created a new form of
theater. Her plays focus on contemporary issues from multiple points of view, and are
composed of interview excerpts. An acclaimed actress as well as a playwright, Smith often
appears in her own work, leading to Tony Award nominations for both Best Actress and
Best Play for Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992. Smith is also a Pulitzer Prize finalist, a
MacArthur Fellow, a multiple Obie Award winner, and a recipient of the National
Endowment for the Humanities Medal from President Obama. Olivier Award nominee
Beth Steel is a UK-based playwright and Hermitage Major Theater Award finalist whose
plays similarly explore contemporary issues through the lives of working-class characters.
Her latest play, Till the Stars Come Down, was nominated for an Olivier Award for Best
Play in 2024, and is currently nominated for the 2025 Standard Theatre Award for Best
Play. Though one is American and one is British, these two award-winning playwrights are
both known for their keen observation and shrewd insight. Join us as we explore their
creative process and they share original work on the Hermitage Beach. Beth Steel was a
finalist for the 2024 Hermitage Major Theater Award, made possible with generous support
from Flora Major and the Kutya Major Foundation. Registration is required at



HermitageArtistRetreat.org ($5/person registration fee). Hermitage Beach, 6660
Manasota Key Rd. Englewood, FL 34223

ALL ANNOUNCED HERMITAGE PROGRAMS:

Friday, February 13 @ 5pm, “A Decade of Density / A Lifetime of Story: An Evening of
Flute and Literature,” featuring Hermitage Fellows Claire Chase and Kirstin Valdez Quade,
on the Hermitage Great Lawn (Manasota Key)

Claire Chase’s Hermitage residency generously sponsored by Ellen Berman & Roy Cohen

Kirstin Valdez Quade’s Hermitage residency generously sponsored by Terry Brackett

Thursday, February 19 @ 5:30pm, Hermitage Sunsets @ Selby Gardens: “The Highs and
Lows of Going Solo,” featuring Hermitage Fellows Morgan Bassichis and Doug Wright, at
Selby Gardens’ Historic Spanish Point (Osprey)

Presented in partnership with Marie Selby Botanical Gardens

Thursday, February 26 @ 5:30pm, “Speak the Word and Lift Every Voice,” featuring
Hermitage Fellows jessica Care moore and James Jackson, Jr., on the Hermitage Beach
(Manasota Key)

Thursday, March 5 @ 7pm, “Crosby Alumni Music Initiative: Flute Through the Ages,”
featuring Hermitage Fellow Emi Ferguson, at Marie Selby Botanical Gardens (Sarasota)
Presented in partnership with Marie Selby Botanical Gardens

Emi Ferguson’s concert and Hermitage residency are made possible through the Ruby E. Crosby Alumni
Music Series at the Hermitage

Monday, March 16 @ 6pm, “Joe & Lauren Make Cool Music at MPAC,” featuring Hermitage
Fellows Joe Iconis and Lauren Marcus, at the Manatee Performing Arts Center (Bradenton)
Presented in partnership with Manatee Performing Arts Center

Thursday, March 19 @ 6:30pm, “Dramatizing the Contemporary World,” featuring
Hermitage Fellows Anna Deavere Smith and Beth Steel, on the Hermitage Beach
(Englewood)

Beth Steel was a finalist for the 2024 Hermitage Major Theater Award, made possible with generous
support from Flora Major and the Kutya Major Foundation

Friday, March 20 @ 6:30pm, “Joe & Lauren: Making Music in Boca Grande,” featuring
Hermitage Fellows Joe Iconis and Lauren Marcus, at the Gasparilla Island Lighthouse —
Range Light (Boca Grande)

Presented in partnership with Barrier Island Parks Society (BIPS)

This program on Boca Grande is generously sponsored by Alice & David Court

NEW ARTIST BIOS

Anna Deavere Smith

Hermitage Fellow Anna Deavere Smith is credited with having created a new form of theater.
Her plays focus on contemporary issues from multiple points of view, and are composed of
interview excerpts. President Obama awarded Smith the National Endowment for the Humanities
Medal. Other awards include the MacArthur Fellowship, several Obie Awards, the George Polk
Award in Journalism, the Dean’s Medal from Stanford University School of Medicine, finalist for
the Pulitzer Prize, and two Tony Award nominations. Plays and films based on them include Fires
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in the Mirror, Twilight: Los Angeles, Let Me Down Easy, and Notes from the Field. Her play This
Ghost of Slavery, written for The Atlantic Magazine, was only the second play they published in
168 years. Television and film acting includes: Inventing Anna, The West Wing, Nurse Jackie,
Black-ish, Philadelphia, The American President, Rachel Getting Married, For the People, and
The Boroughs. Currently, University Professor at NYU; Eastman Professor at Oxford, Fall 2024.
She has several honorary doctorates, including those from Harvard, Yale, Dartmouth, Spelman
College, Juilliard, and Oxford.

Beth Steel

Hermitage Fellow Beth Steel's most recent play, Till the Stars Come Down, had a sold out run at
the National Theatre before transferring to the Theatre Royal Haymarket in London's West End
in 2025. The play was nominated for Best New Play at the 2024 Olivier Awards, and has been
nominated for Best Play for the 2025 Standard Theatre Awards. Her other plays include The
House of Shades, which premiered at the Almeida Theatre and was a Susan Smith Blackburn
finalist; the Evening Standard Award-winning Wonderland, also a Susan Smith Blackburn finalist;
and Ditch, a John Whiting Award finalist. Steel was a finalist in 2024 for the Hermitage Major
Theater Award.

PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED ARTIST BIOS

(in chronological order of previously announced programs)

Claire Chase

Hermitage Fellow Claire Chase has been described by The New York Times as “the most
important flutist of our time” and as “the North Star of her instrument’s ever-expanding universe.”
An internationally renowned musician, interdisciplinary artist, and educator, Chase recently
concluded her third year as a member of the Hermitage Artist Retreat’s distinguished National
Curatorial Council. Passionately dedicated to the creation of new ecosystems for the music of our
time, Chase has presented the world premieres of hundreds of new works by a new generation
of artists. She was the first flutist to be awarded a MacArthur Fellowship in 2012, and in 2017 was
the first flutist to be awarded the Avery Fisher Prize for Classical Music from Lincoln Center for
the Performing Arts. Chase was the Richard and Barbara Debs Creative Chair at Carnegie Hall
in the 2022-23 season, only the second time in that organization’s history that the position has
been given to a performing artist. Chase has performed recently as a soloist with the New York
Philharmonic, Los Angeles Philharmonic, Helsinki Philharmonic, BBC Scottish Symphony,
Munich Chamber Orchestra, London Philharmonia, and San Francisco Symphony, where she is
a Collaborative Partner with Esa-Pekka Salonen. In the 2022-23 season, Chase debuted a new
double concerto by Felipe Lara with the vocalist and bassist Esperanza Spalding and the
conductor Susanna Malkki; this premiere was named one of the “Best Classical Music
Performances of the Year” by The New York Times. Chase’s impressive discography includes
eight solo albums of world premiere recordings and dozens of collaborative recordings with
ensembles, composers, and sound artists from a wide range of musical genres. In 2013, Chase
launched the 24-year commissioning project “Density 2036.” Now in its eleventh year, Density
reimagines the solo flute literature over a quarter-century through commissions, performances,
recordings, education, and a community-focused approach to cultural production.

Kirstin Valdez Quade

Hermitage Fellow Kirstin Valdez Quade is the author of The Five Wounds, winner of the Center
for Fiction’s First Novel Prize and the Rosenthal Family Foundation Award from the American
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Academy of Arts and Letters. It was a finalist for the PEN/Hemingway Award, the Carnegie Medal
for Excellence, the Aspen Words Literary Prize, the Lambda Literary Award, the Mark Twain
American Voice in Literature Award, and the Maya Angelou Book Award. The Five Wounds was
named a Best Book of 2021 by NPR, PBS News Hour, Publishers Weekly, Kirkus Reviews,
Library Journal, Booklist, and Book Riot. Her story collection, Night at the Fiestas, won the John
Leonard Prize from the National Book Critics Circle, the Sue Kaufman Prize for First Fiction from
the American Academy of Arts and Letters, a “56 Under 35” award from the National Book
Foundation, and was a finalist for the New York Public Library Young Lions Award. It was named
a New York Times Notable Book and a best book of 2015 by the San Francisco Chronicle and
the American Library Association. Kirstin is the recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship, Hermitage
Fellowship, a Lannan Fellowship, the John Guare Writer's Fund Rome Prize from the American
Academy in Rome, a Rona Jaffe Foundation Writer's Award, a grant from the Elizabeth George
Foundation, and a Stegner Fellowship at Stanford. Her work has appeared in The New Yorker,
The Best American Short Stories, The O. Henry Prize Stories, The New York Times, and
elsewhere. She is an associate professor at Princeton University.

Morgan Bassichis

Hermitage Fellow Morgan Bassichis (they/them) is an Obie Award-winning comedian and writer
based in New York who has been called “fiercely hilarious” by The New Yorker and "a tall child,
or, well, a big bird" by The Nation. Their off-Broadway show Can | Be Frank? about the
groundbreaking late queer performer Frank Maya, ran this past summer at the Soho Playhouse,
directed by Sam Pinkleton. Morgan’s performances have been presented by Abrons Arts Center,
the Kitchen, Creative Time, the Whitney Museum, and the New Museum. They co-edited with Jay
Saper and Rachel Valinsky the young adult anthology Questions to Ask Before Your Bat Mitzvah
(Wendy's Subway, 2023), and edited and wrote the introduction to Nightboat Books' 2019 reprint
of The Faggots & Their Friends Between Revolutions written by Larry Mitchell and illustrated by
Ned Asta. Morgan’s book of essays To Do ASAP will be released by Haymarket Press in 2026.

Doug Wright

Hermitage Fellow and Trustee Doug Wright is a Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award-winning
playwright. He is a proud Hermitage alumnus and also served as a juror for the inaugural
Hermitage Major Theater Award in 2021. His play Good Night, Oscar, starring Sean Hayes,
opened at the Goodman Theater in Chicago under the direction of fellow Hermitage alum Lisa
Peterson before transferring to Broadway. This was followed by an acclaimed run in London,
once again starring Sean Hayes in his Tony Award-winning role. Asolo Rep will present the Florida
premiere this spring. Wright's film The Burial is currently on Amazon, starring Jamie Foxx and
Tommy Lee Jones. Wright's play Quills premiered at Washington, D.C.'s Woolly Mammoth
Theatre Company in 1995 and subsequently had its debut Off-Broadway at New York Theatre
Workshop, earning him an Obie Award for Outstanding Achievement in Playwriting. In 2000,
Wright wrote the screenplay for the film adaptation of Quills, which starred Geoffrey Rush.
Wright's play I Am My Own Wife was produced Off-Broadway by Playwrights Horizons in 2003. It
transferred to Broadway, where it won the Tony Award for Best Play, as well as the Pulitzer Prize
for Drama. In 2006, Wright wrote the book for the stage musical adaptation of Grey Gardens,
which opened on Broadway to critical acclaim. He has adapted the Disney film The Little Mermaid
as a Broadway musical, which opened in 2007. In a commission from La Jolla Playhouse, he
wrote the book for the musical Hands on a Hardbody, with the score by Amanda Green and Trey
Anastasio. The musical had a run on Broadway in 2013 after premiering at the La Jolla Playhouse
in 2012. He has also written the book for the musical War Paint, with a score by Scott Frankel
and Michael Korie, and starring Patti LuPone and Christine Ebersole.



jessica Care moore

Hermitage Fellow jessica Care moore is an award-winning poet, playwright, book publisher, and
recording artist. She is the author of five books of poetry and has been widely anthologized. She
is the CEO of Moore Black Press, which is now distributed by HarperCollins. Her first children’s
book, Your Crown Shines, will be released in summer of 2026. In addition to being a Hermitage
Artist Retreat Fellow, she is a 2016 Kresge Fellow, a Joyce Award winner, a Knight Arts recipient,
and an NAACP Great Expectations Award winner. Moore has recorded her poetry with hip-hop
legends including Common, Nas, Jeezy, Talib Kweli, Karriem Riggins, Detroit techno pioneer Jeff
Mills and Eddie Fowkles, The Last Poets, Jose James, Roy Ayers and more. She is the current
Detroit Poet Laureate
James Jackson, Jr.

Hermitage Fellow James Jackson, Jr. is an Obie Award-winning performer for his work in the
Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award-winning musical A Strange Loop, written by Hermitage Fellow
Michael R. Jackson. An accomplished cabaret artist seen at Joe’s Pub, Williamstown Theatre
Festival, Duane Park, 54 Below, A.R.T.’s Club Oberon, Los Angeles’ Lyric Theatre, and Green
Room 42 with hit shows Shady Sings the Blues and | Just Wanted to Wear This, James has
graced the stages of Radio City Music Hall and Carnegie Hall. In Cape Cod, James’ sold-out
Juneteenth Cabaret is a Provincetown staple, while performing at The Mary Heaton Vorse House,
Post Office Cabaret, Crown & Anchor, and in Provincetown Theater's award-winning Jack of
Hearts Club. As an arts-educator, James has taught at Manhattanville University, University of
South Florida (Tampa & Sarasota), Open-Jar Institute, Youth Foundation of Jersey City, and
Westfield State University, where he was named 2024 Alumni of the year and keynote speaker
for the 2025 Sankofa Awards. Off-Broadway, James was seen in Michael R. Jackson’s White Girl
in Danger — developed at the Hermitage — and will play ‘Jacob’ in the upcoming Encores!
production of La Cage Aux Folles, co-starring Billy Porter and Wayne Brady. James’ 2025 debut
album, Birth, is available on all streaming platforms. TheJamesJacksonJr.com / @JJacksonJr

Emi Ferguson

Hermitage alumna Emi Ferguson is a Juilliard-trained performer and composer who
stretches the boundaries of what is expected of modern-day musicians. A recipient of the
Avery Fisher Career Grant, Emi Ferguson performs as a soloist and with groups including the
Handel and Haydn Society, AMOC*, Ruckus, the New York New Music Ensemble, the Manhattan
Chamber Players, and is the music director of Camerata Pacifica Baroque and Exquisite Corpse.
Her recordings Amour Cruel and Fly the Coop: Bach Sonatas and Preludes, were called
“plindingly impressive ... a fizzing, daring display of personality and imagination” by The New York
Times. Emi has spoken and performed at TEDx events and was featured on the Discovery
Channel, Amazon Prime, and Vox talking about how music relates to our world today. With
WQXR, she hosts the Young Artists Showcase and Once Upon A Composer and created the
series “This Composer is SICK!”. Her book, “lconic Composers”, was released in 2023. Born in
Japan and raised in London and Boston, she now resides in New York.

Joe Iconis

Hermitage Fellow Joe Iconis is a Tony Award-nominated musical theater writer and performer.
He is the recipient of the Ed Kleban Award, Jonathan Larson Award, and Richard Rodgers Award.
His show The Untitled Unauthorized Hunter S. Thompson Musical, directed by Christopher
Ashley, has played the Signature Theatre in Washington D.C. and La Jolla Playhouse. Other
shows include Be More Chill (with Joe Tracz) which played Broadway, London, and Tokyo after
originating at Two River Theater in Red Bank, NJ. Joe is the author of Love in Hate Nation
(directed by John Simpkins), Broadway Bounty Hunter (with Lance Rubin and Jason SweetTooth
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Williams), Bloodsong of Love, Punk Rock Girl! The Black Suits (with Robert Maddock), ReWrite,
and many more. His work has been produced by La Jolla Playhouse, Ars Nova, Theaterworks
USA, Urban Stages, Barrington Stage Company and his music has been heard on NBC’s Smash
and Riverdale. Joe’s annual Christmas Extravaganza (produced by Jennifer Ashley Tepper) is in
its fifteenth year, and he frequently performs his concert act at the Laurie Beechman Theater and
54 Below, where he is the current Artist-in-Residence. His albums on Ghostlight Records include
the 44-song retrospective Album (Joe Iconis & Family), Two-Player Game (with George Salazar),
and many cast recordings. Joe is hugely inspired by Robert Altman, Dolly Parton, The Muppets,
and the Family of artists he frequently surrounds himself with.

Lauren Marcus

Returning Hermitage Fellow Lauren Marcus is a multihyphenate actor-singer-writer whose work
has been seen on stage, screen, and across acclaimed music venues throughout New York City.
Lauren is currently co-writing the book for a new musical adaptation of the 1985 film Girls Just
Want to Have Fun (based on the 1985 Sarah Jessica Parker film) for Lively McCabe
Entertainment. She is a recipient of the 2021 Penn State New Musical Theatre Initiative
Commission, a 2021 and 2023 finalist for the Jonathan Larson Grant, a 2022 semifinalist for the
O’Neill, and developed her original television pilot at New York Stage & Film. Lauren’s original
musical, Lauren and The Case of The Missing Hair (book/music/lyrics), is a 2022 Relentless
Award Semifinalist and has received readings from Two River Theater and NYC’s legendary
Power Station. As a singer-songwriter, Lauren released her debut EP, Never Really Done With
You, in 2016. She recently held two sold-out residencies at Rockwood Music Hall, and is currently
finishing her first full-length album. Lauren is an alumnus of the Johnny Mercer Foundation
Songwriters Project. She holds a Bachelor of Music from New York University and a Master of
Arts from the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland.

HermitageArtistRetreat.org
Facebook / Instagram: @HermitageArtistRetreat




