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The Hermitage Artist Retreat Announces 
Visual Artist Charisse Pearlina Weston as the 2026  
Recipient of the $35,000 Hermitage Greenfield Prize 

 

2026 HGP Finalists: Melissa Joseph, Lily Kwong, Patrick Martinez 
 

2026 HGP Jurors: Ian Alteveer, Alison Gass, Larry Ossei-Mensah 
 

The 2026 Hermitage Greenfield Prize will be awarded to Charisse Pearlina Weston to 
create an original work or collection of art that will have its first showing in Sarasota in 

2028. In addition to the cash prize of $35,000, Weston will receive an extended residency 
to develop the new commission at the Hermitage Artist Retreat’s beachfront location on 

Manasota Key, Florida. 
 

January 22, 2026 (Sarasota County, Florida) — The Hermitage Artist Retreat (Andy 
Sandberg, Artistic Director and CEO), in collaboration with the Philadelphia-based Greenfield 
Foundation, has announced visual artist Charisse Pearlina Weston as the winner of the 2026 
Hermitage Greenfield Prize (HGP). Her recent exhibits include group and solo presentations 
at the Whitney Museum of American Art, MOMA PS1, SITE Santa Fe and the Queens 
Museum, among other venues. Weston was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship from the 
Guggenheim Foundation in 2025. 

The Hermitage Greenfield Prize is awarded annually, rotating between the fields of 
visual art, music, and theater. Weston will receive a six-week Hermitage Fellowship and a 
$35,000 commission to create a new work or collection of art, which will have its premiere 
exhibition in Sarasota in 2028.  

Weston was selected by a distinguished jury that included Ian Alteveer, Beal Family 
Chair of Contemporary Art, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; Alison Gass, Founding Executive 
Director of the Institute of Contemporary Art San Francisco; and Larry Ossei-Mensah, 
independent curator and co-founder of ARTNOIR, a nonprofit supporting artists, curators, 
cultural workers, and emerging patrons. Past winners of this distinguished honor in the 
discipline of visual art include Sandy Rodriguez (2023), David Burnett (2017), Coco Fusco 
(2016), Trenton Doyle Hancock (2013), and Sanford Biggers (2010), who is now a member 
of the Hermitage Curatorial Council.   
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“Amidst a remarkable field of four brilliant finalists, this insightful jury faced the difficult 
task of selecting a single recipient. Charisse Pearlina Weston emerged as a thoughtful and 
original artist who impressed the jury with her inspired and ambitious proposal,” says 
Hermitage Artistic Director Andy Sandberg. “Her innovative work with glass offers a unique 
lens into life and culture. Charisse’s multifaceted and thoughtful approach to her work 
embodies the mission of the Hermitage Greenfield Prize: to bring into the world works of art 
that have a significant impact on the broad as well as the artistic culture of our society. We 
thank our distinguished jurors for their passion and dedication, and we congratulate all four 
exceptional finalists, whom we look forward to welcoming at the Hermitage. We’re excited to 
host Charisse in Florida for the Hermitage Greenfield Prize Dinner in April, and subsequently 
as a Hermitage Fellow in anticipation of the premiere of her new exhibition in Sarasota in 
2028.” 

Charisse Pearlina Weston, born in Houston and now based in Harlem, is a conceptual 
artist whose work contends with the dynamic interplay of violence and intimacy through 
repetition, enfoldment, and concealment. She works across sculpture, writing, installation, and 
photography. Weston often integrates glass into her work due to its inherent nature. Whether it 
be through photographs, fragments incorporated into a canvas, or an element within a 
sculpture, the duality of the material speaks to Weston’s understanding of Black resistance. 
Her recent exhibitions include group and solo presentations at the Whitney Museum of 
American Art, MOMA PS1, SITE Santa Fe, and the Queens Museum, among other venues. 
Recent fellowships and residencies include the Studio Museum, Harlem Artist in Residency, 
Jerome Hill Fellowship, Hodder Fellowship at the Lewis Center for the Arts at Princeton 
University, a 2025 Guggenheim Fellowship from the Guggenheim Foundation, and a 2025 
Stepping Stone awardee from the Trellis Foundation. Weston received a BA from the 
University of North Texas, a MSc in Modern Art from the University of Edinburgh’s College of 
Art, and an MFA in Studio Art with Critical Theory emphasis from the University of California-
Irvine. 
        Three finalists for the 2026 Hermitage Greenfield Prize include Melissa Joseph, whose 
work considers themes of memory, family history, and the politics of how we occupy space and 
has been exhibited at the Brooklyn Museum, Delaware Contemporary, Utah Museum of 
Contemporary Art, MOCA Arlington, ICA San Francisco, and List Gallery at Swarthmore 
College; Lily Kwong, a multidisciplinary artist whose work explores plant-life as both an artistic 
medium and a platform for community building and collective care, with recent projects at 
Madison Square Park (New York), Night Gallery (Los Angeles), and ICA (San Francisco); and 
Patrick Martinez, a Los Angeles-based artist whose work examines language, place, memory, 
and the social histories embedded within the American landscape, with recent exhibitions at 
the Whitney Museum, The Broad, the Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery, the Studio 
Museum in Harlem, El Museo del Barrio, and the Tucson Museum of Art. All three will receive 
a Hermitage residency, in addition to a finalist prize of $1,000. 

"I am thrilled that the Hermitage Greenfield Prize will go to Charisse Pearlina Weston, 
an artist of great talent and expansive vision, who I know will benefit immensely from the 
residency's call for independent thinking and exploration,” added fellow HGP juror Ian 
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Alteveer. “Weston's practice is fascinating in its wide-ranging references — to literature, to 
architecture, to social justice — and I cannot wait to see what she accomplishes next."  

“I am so proud that we are awarding this prize to Charisse Pearlina Weston, said 2026 
HGP juror Alison Gass. “Charisse's proposal was astonishing in its thoughtful depth of 
nuance, building on her past practice, her depth of rigorous research, and her ability to weave 
storytelling into sculptural form. She is poised at such an exciting moment for an opportunity 
like this, and I cannot wait to see what is next for her, both with the Hermitage Greenfield Prize 
and beyond.” 

“Charisse Pearlina Weston’s work confronts the complexities of Black life with material 
rigor and poetic force, moving with a quiet power that makes her one of the most compelling 
artists of her generation,” said fellow HGP juror Larry Ossei-Mensah, founder of ARTNOIR 
and independent curator. “The Hermitage Greenfield Prize offers her the rare gift of time, 
space, and support to expand that visionary practice in ways that will ripple far beyond the 
studio.”   

“I’m honored to receive the 2026 Hermitage Greenfield Prize,” said Weston upon 
learning of her recognition as this year’s HGP winner. “Through multimedia installations, my 
commission will address the ongoing entanglement of past and present legal regimes and 
engage broad audiences in reflecting on how the past continues to shape contemporary life. 
This Prize provides a rare combination of time, focus, and support that will allow me to fully 
realize this work and enrich my creative practice.” 

For her Hermitage Greenfield Prize commission, Charisse Pearlina Weston will create a 
new body of work examining specters of desire, control, and recognition through the 
phenomenon of so-called “zombie laws”—legal statutes that persist beyond their supposed 
obsolescence. Rather than treating these laws as dormant remnants, Weston approaches 
them as active structures that continue to organize bodies and social life through desire, fear, 
punishment, and moral authority. The project draws on Zora Neale Hurston’s ethnographic 
writing on zombies in Haiti, where the zombie emerges not as spectacle, but as a social figure 
shaped by unmet desires for recognition, care, and belonging. This commission deepens 
Weston’s ongoing investigation into the dialectics of Black interior life and resistance, 
extending her exploration of how structures of power and surveillance produce constrictive 
intimacies, and how tactics of refusal enable Black interior life to re-inscribe intimacy despite 
those constraints. 

Charisse Pearlina Weston will be celebrated at the Hermitage Greenfield Prize Dinner 
on Sunday, April 12th at 6pm at Michael’s On East in Sarasota, Florida. This year’s event Co-
Chairs are Ellen & Richard Sandor. Capacity will be limited, so early reservations are strongly 
recommended. Tables and sponsorships are now available; additional information can be 
found at HermitageArtistRetreat.org/HGPDinner2026. 

In addition to the Hermitage Greenfield Prize Dinner on April 12th, the Hermitage 
Greenfield Prize Celebration will include programs April 10-13 with current and past HGP 
winners, including the HGP commission debut from playwright and 2024 recipient Deepa 
Purohit, presented in collaboration with Asolo Repertory Theatre. Additional details around 
these HGP programs will be announced at a later date. The Hermitage Greenfield Prize 
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Celebration is presented in partnership with the Greenfield Foundation, with the Community 
Foundation of Sarasota County serving as the Lead Community Sponsor. 

In addition to the Hermitage Greenfield Prize, the Hermitage Artist Retreat launched the 
annual Hermitage Major Theater Award (HMTA) in 2021, established to recognize a playwright 
or theater artist with a $35,000 commission to create a new, original, and impactful piece of 
theater. Recipients of the HMTA to date include Pulitzer Prize finalist and “Only Murders in the 
Building” writer Madeleine George; theater-maker and director Shariffa Ali; award-winning 
composer and theater artist Imani Uzuri; Olivier Award-winning playwright and librettist Chris 
Bush; and the most recently announced HMTA recipient, California-based playwright Naomi 
Iizuka. The sixth recipient of this award will be announced in the coming weeks. 

A leading national arts incubator, the Hermitage is the only major arts organization in 
Florida’s Gulf Coast exclusively committed to supporting the development and creation of new 
work across all artistic disciplines. The Hermitage hosts artists on its Gulf Coast Manasota Key 
campus for multi-week residencies, where diverse and accomplished artists from around the 
world and across multiple disciplines create and develop new works of theater, music, visual 
art, literature, dance, film, and more. As part of their residencies, Hermitage Fellows participate 
in free year-round community programs, offering audiences in the region a unique opportunity 
to engage with some of the world’s leading artists and to get an authentic “sneak peek” into 
extraordinary projects and artistic minds before their works go on to major galleries, concert 
halls, theaters, and museums around the world. These free and innovative programs include 
performances, conversations, readings, music concerts, interactive experiences, open studios, 
school programs, teacher workshops, and more, serving thousands in our regional community 
each year. 

For more information about the Hermitage, the Hermitage Greenfield Prize, and 
upcoming Hermitage programs, visit HermitageArtistRetreat.org. 
 
 

 
“An organization that does more for artists than any I have encountered.” 

—Craig Lucas, Tony Award Nominee & 2009 Hermitage Greenfield Prize Winner 
 

“I hope the Hermitage continues to give artists an opportunity to do things that they haven’t 
done before. It’s such a great and benevolent thing that the Hermitage and the Hermitage 

Greenfield Prize exist.” 
—Trenton Doyle Hancock, Visual Artist, 2013 Hermitage Greenfield Prize Winner 

 
“It was like someone opened the door and invited me to create a work that is responsive to this 

time, a work that can be reflective of this time… I am super grateful for that.” 
—Aleshea Harris, Playwright and 2021 Hermitage Greenfield Prize Winner 

 
“To have space that is for you to do your own thing on your own terms —  

it’s really one of the best gifts an artist can receive.” 
—Vijay Iyer, Pianist, Composer, and 2012 Hermitage Greenfield Prize Winner 

 
“The Hermitage provides a much-needed opportunity to immerse myself in creating, to share 

my work with the community, and above all to reconnect with nature and my surroundings. It's 
impossible to not go out and watch the sunset or listen to the crashing waves – a constant 

reminder of what's out there, what's always waiting for me when I decide to pause and listen, is 
essential.” 

—Angélica Negrón, Composer, 2022 Hermitage Greenfield Prize Winner 
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“Organizations like the Hermitage are so critical to the cultural fabric of the United States. When 

you bring together artists from different disciplines, from various cities that span so many 
different histories, there are unexpected outcomes that you would never find on your own. 

Without the Hermitage Greenfield Prize, I would not have the same kind of freedom and support 
to experiment with space, financial resources, and the kind of intellectual communities that are 

being brought together here.” 
—Sandy Rodriguez, Visual Artist, 2023 Hermitage Greenfield Prize Winner 

 
“We all move in our own worlds, just figuring things out and never knowing who is watching. 

This prize affirms that it's what you do, not what you say, that confirms who you are – 
and that's the thing that moves me about dance and that this opportunity provides. And 

hopefully, thanks to the Hermitage Greenfield Prize, this piece I’m creating will be a part of 
provoking everyone to take action, getting down to the core of self, the core of humanity.”  

—Rennie Harris, Dancer and Choreographer, 2023 Hermitage Greenfield Prize Winner 
 

“I’m deeply grateful to have received the incredibly generous Hermitage Greenfield Prize 
at this moment in my lift. This support and residency are providing me with the much-needed 

space, time, and resources that I’ve been craving to not only create new work, but to also grow 
and experiment in my craft in ways I hope will contribute to American theater and the cultural 

fabric of our society.” 
—Deepa Purohit, Playwright, 2024 Hermitage Greenfield Prize Winner 

 
“I am so honored to receive this award. Creating a new piece at the Hermitage will 

provide such a fertile and enriching environment with no distraction. I am thrilled to be able to 
further evolve my personal relationship to sound in a space where so many incredible artists 

have created before me.” 
—Rucyl Mills, Sound Artist and Composer, 2025 Hermitage Greenfield Prize Winner 

 

 
The Hermitage Greenfield Prize 
 

The Hermitage Greenfield Prize (HGP) is a transformative partnership between the Hermitage Artist 
Retreat and the Greenfield Foundation. Rotating between the fields of theater, music, and visual art, this 
prestigious national prize seeks to “bring into the world works of art that will have a significant impact on 
the broad as well as the artistic culture of our society.” The Hermitage Greenfield Prize is awarded 
annually and includes a Hermitage Fellowship, as well as a $35,000 commission for a new and original 
piece of work to be created within a two-year time frame. A residency at the Hermitage Artist Retreat on 
Manasota Key in Englewood, Florida, ensures time and space in which to do the work. Past recipients of 
the Hermitage Greenfield Prize include: Rucyl Mills, sound artist/composer (2025); Deepa Purohit, 
playwright (2024); Rennie Harris, choreographer (2023); Sandy Rodriguez, visual artist (2023); Angélica 
Negrón, composer/instrumentalist (2022); Aleshea Harris, playwright (2021); Helga Davis, 
composer/performer (2019); Martyna Majok, playwright (2018); David Burnett, photojournalist (2017); 
Coco Fusco, interdisciplinary artist (2016); Bobby Previte, composer/drummer (2015); Nilo Cruz, 
playwright (2014); Trenton Doyle Hancock, visual artist (2013); Vijay Iyer, composer/pianist (2012); John 
Guare, playwright (2011); Sanford Biggers, visual artist (2010); Craig Lucas, playwright (2009); and Eve 
Beglarian, composer (2009). 
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The Hermitage Artist Retreat 
Sarasota County, Florida 
Andy Sandberg, Artistic Director and CEO 
 

The Hermitage is a leading national arts incubator and multidisciplinary artist retreat located on Manasota 
Key, Florida. For more than two decades, the Hermitage has invited accomplished artists across multiple 
disciplines for residencies on its beachfront campus, which is on the National Register of Historic Places. 
Hermitage artists are invited to interact with the local community, reaching thousands of Gulf Coast 
residents and visitors each year with unique and inspiring programs. Hermitage Fellows have included 
18 Pulitzer Prize winners, Poets Laureate, MacArthur ‘Genius’ Fellows, and multiple Tony, Emmy, 
Grammy, Oscar winners and nominees. Works created at this beachside retreat by a diverse and 
accomplished group of Hermitage alumni have gone on to renowned theaters, concert halls, and galleries 
throughout the world. Each year, the Hermitage awards the Hermitage Greenfield Prize for a new work 
of art or performance, the Hermitage Major Theater Award for an original theater commission, and the 
Aspen Music Festival’s Hermitage Prize in Composition. 
  
For more information, visit HermitageArtistRetreat.org. 
 
 

BIOS: 
 

WINNER OF THE 2026 HERMITAGE GREENFIELD PRIZE (HGP) 
 

Charisse Pearlina Weston 
 

Charisse Pearlina Weston (b. 1988, Houston, TX; based in Harlem, New York) is the 2026 recipient of 
the Hermitage Greenfield Prize. Weston is a conceptual artist and writer who works across sculpture, 
installation, and photography, whose work contends with the dynamic interplay of violence and intimacy 
through repetition, enfoldment, and concealment. Weston often integrates glass into her work due to its 
inherent nature. Whether it be through photographs, fragments incorporated into a canvas, or an element 
within a sculpture, the duality of the material speaks to Weston’s understanding of Black resistance. Both 
fragile and susceptible to shatter at the hand of an act of violence, glass is also highly malleable despite 
that risk. Etched and embedded into the surface of her works are poetic fragments, as well as historical 
and autobiographical images. These intimate moments are often concealed and ensnared through 
intentional folds, offering a layer of protection and privacy to the object on display. Weston received a BA 
from the University of North Texas, a MSc in Modern Art from the University of Edinburgh’s College of 
Art, and an MFA in Studio Art with Critical Theory emphasis from the University of California-Irvine in 
2019. Her recent exhibitions include group and solo presentations at the Whitney Museum of American 
Art, MOMA PS1, SITE Santa Fe, the Queens Museum, Moody Center of the Arts at Rice University 
(Houston, TX), and Moss Art Center at Virginia Tech (Blacksburg, VA). Recent fellowships and 
residencies include the Studio Museum, Harlem Artist in Residency (2022–23), 2023 Jerome Hill 
Fellowship, 2023 Hodder Fellowship at the Lewis Center for the Arts at Princeton University, a 2025 
Guggenheim Fellowship from the Guggenheim Foundation, and a 2025 Stepping Stone awardee from 
the Trellis Foundation. 
 
 

2026 HERMITAGE GREENFIELD PRIZE FINALISTS: 
 

Melissa Joseph 
 

Melissa Joseph is a New York-based artist. Her work considers themes of memory, family history, and 
the politics of how we occupy spaces. She intentionally alludes to the labors of women as well as 
experiences as a second generation American and the unique juxtapositions of diasporic life. Her work 
has been shown at the Brooklyn Museum, Delaware Contemporary, Utah Museum of Contemporary Art, 
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MOCA Arlington, ICA San Francisco, and List Gallery at Swarthmore College. She has been featured in 
Hyperallergic, Art Forum, Artnet, Artnews, New American Paintings, WNYC, Le Monde, Vogue, CNN, 
Whitewall, Family Style, and participated in residencies including Artpace, Dieu Donné Workspace 
Residency, The Textile Arts Center, BRIC, Fountainhead, the Archie Bray Foundation for Ceramic Arts, 
the Museum of Arts and Design, and at Greenwich House Pottery. She is the recipient of the 2025 UOVO 
Prize by the Brooklyn Museum, the 2025 Eden Art Foundation Artists Now Award, and a regular 
contributor to BOMB Magazine. 

 
Lily Kwong 

 

Lily Kwong is a multidisciplinary artist whose work explores plant-life as both an artistic medium and a 
platform for community building and collective care. Informed by her background in urban studies, 
horticulture, and sustainable design, Kwong's practice seeks to reestablish a social awareness of the 
landscape as both a repository of ancestral knowledge and wellspring of future innovation-a complex 
language as much as a habitat for human civilization. A testament to her belief in public engagement and 
communal exchange, each of her landscape projects are conceived to be multi-functional, as spaces for 
individual contemplation and as sites for community programming and education. Crucially, each of these 
projects employs an exit strategy for the plants that are used, seeing them donated to schools, aged-
care facilities, parks and beyond, replanting and repurposing them after their original use is completed. 
This expansion of collective consciousness is at the heart of Kwong's practice; one she considers to be 
of fundamental importance for confronting the climate crisis. Kwong's exploration of sustainability as both 
an ethos and a practice also informs her photographic works-solar photograms-that make use of expired 
photographic papers, salt, gold and other alchemizing materials to create images that are at once 
indexical traces and spontaneous records of the plant life she forages in nature. Recent projects include 
Gardens of Renewal, Madison Square Park, New York, NY (2025); Solis, Night Gallery, Los Angeles, CA 
(2024); Subterrestrial, Night Gallery, Los Angeles, CA (2024); The Orchid Show: Natural Heritage, New 
York Botanical Garden, New York, NY (2023); and the Summer Solstice botanical art installation for St. 
Germain, The High Line, New York, NY (2017). Gardens of Renewal and Natural Heritage each broke 
attendance records at their respective institutions. 
  

Patrick Martinez 
 

Patrick Martinez (b. 1980, Pasadena, CA) is a Los Angeles–based artist whose work examines 
language, place, memory, and the social histories embedded within the American landscape. Working 
across neon, painting, sculpture, and installation, Martinez draws from vernacular signage, archival 
imagery, and public text to explore systems of power, erasure, and resilience, particularly within 
communities of color. His practice often transforms familiar visual language into poetic and critical 
interventions that question whose histories are preserved and whose are obscured. Martinez has 
exhibited widely in the United States and internationally, with exhibitions at institutions including the 
Whitney Museum of American Art, The Broad, the Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery, the Smithsonian 
National Museum of African American History and Culture, the Studio Museum in Harlem, El Museo del 
Barrio, the Tucson Museum of Art, and the Institute of Contemporary Art San Francisco. His work is held 
in numerous public and private collections, including LACMA, MOCA Los Angeles, Crystal Bridges 
Museum of American Art, the Broad, and the Rubell Museum. He has been awarded residencies at the 
Rauschenberg Residency and the Atlantic Center for the Arts and has been featured in the 2025 Made 
in LA Biennial at the Hammer Museum. Martinez lives and works in Los Angeles and is represented by 
Charlie James Gallery. 
 

2026 HERMITAGE GREENFIELD PRIZE JURY: 
 

Ian Alteveer 

Ian Alteveer joined the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston in 2023 as the Beal Family Chair of Contemporary 
Art, where he leads the department focused on art made after 1955 and where his project Martin Puryear: 
Nexus, a 50-year survey of the American sculptor, is currently on view. Prior to his current role, Alteveer 
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was the inaugural Aaron I. Fleischman Curator at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, where he 
curated the survey Cecily Brown: Death and the Maid (2023), as well as retrospectives for Kerry James 
Marshall (2016), Marisa Merz (2017), David Hockney (2017–18), and Vija Celmins (2019–20). At the Met, 
he also co-organized the 2018 exhibition Everything Is Connected: Art and Conspiracy and the 2021 
installation Before Yesterday We Could Fly: An Afrofuturist Period Room. Alteveer is a graduate of 
Stanford University and New York University’s Institute of Fine Arts. He serves on the boards of Anderson 
Ranch (Snowmass Village, Colorado) and the New York-based artist grant-maker Artadia, and he was a 
2020 Fellow at New York’s Center for Curatorial Leadership. 
 

Alison Gass 
 

Alison Gass is the Founding Executive Director of the Institute of Contemporary Art San Francisco (ICA 
SF), where she leads the institution in redefining the role of the contemporary museum in civic life. Under 
her leadership, ICA SF has developed a model grounded in transparency, equity, and collaboration. As 
a free museum committed to accessibility and experimentation, ICA SF reimagines how philanthropy and 
funding can align with values of inclusion and creative risk. Since its founding, ICA SF has activated a 
range of sites across San Francisco, presenting exhibitions and programs in locations including 
Minnesota Street Project in Dogpatch and The Cube in downtown San Francisco. In October 2025, the 
institution announced its intentionally nomadic model, marking a new chapter for ICA SF with the debut 
of major site-responsive activations at the Transamerica Pyramid Center. Across her career, Gass has 
advanced globally engaged, community-centered exhibition programs and championed diversity across 
collections, programming, and leadership. She was appointed the Dana Feitler Director of the Smart 
Museum of Art at the University of Chicago, where she launched the Feitler Center for Academic 
Engagement. Previously, she served as Chief Curator at the Cantor Arts Center at Stanford University 
and as Assistant Curator at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art. ICA SF is not Gass’s first “startup” 
museum. After leaving SFMOMA, she served as Founding Chief Curator of the Eli and Edythe Broad Art 
Museum at Michigan State University, where she helped launch the new building, recruited staff, and 
established a globally focused contemporary art program. Gass holds degrees in Art History from 
Columbia University and the Institute of Fine Arts at New York University.  

 
Larry Ossei-Mensah 

 

Larry Ossei-Mensah is a Ghanaian-American curator, cultural critic, and writer whose practice amplifies 
diverse artistic voices and fosters global cultural exchange. Renowned for bridging communities across 
the art world, he has organized exhibitions in cities including Athens, London, Rome, and Hong Kong, 
collaborating with artists such as Derrick Adams, Hermitage Greenfield Prize recipient Sanford Biggers, 
Sonia Gomes, Esther Mahlangu, Amoako Boafo, and Kennedy Yanko. He has held key curatorial roles, 
including Susanne Feld Hilberry Senior Curator at the Museum of Contemporary Art Detroit and Curator-
at-Large at the Brooklyn Academy of Music. His projects have appeared at institutions including the 
Museum of the African Diaspora (MoAD), The MET in Manila, MASS MoCA, the Denver Art Museum, 
CAMH Houston, the Seattle Art Museum, and Oolite Arts in Miami. Recent initiatives at ICA San 
Francisco, Storm King Art Center, and Almeida & Dale in São Paulo demonstrate his commitment to 
artist-centered innovation and cross-cultural dialogue. As co-founder of ARTNOIR, a nonprofit supporting 
artists, curators, cultural workers, and emerging patrons, Ossei-Mensah continues to shape 
contemporary art through public programs, community initiatives, and direct artist support. The Jar of 
Love Microgrant, launched in 2020, has awarded nearly $350,000 to over 140 creatives, reflecting his 
dedication to sustaining and empowering artistic communities worldwide.  
 
 

HermitageArtistRetreat.org 
 

Facebook / Instagram: @HermitageArtistRetreat 


