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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Media Contact: 
Hermitage Media Relations; 941-475-2098, Ext. 8; 
Communications@HermitageArtistRetreat.org 
 

 
Hermitage Announces Fifth Annual Concert in the  

Ruby E. Crosby Alumni Music Series:  
“Flute Through the Ages” 

Featuring Award-Winning Flutist Emi Ferguson 
 

“Flute Through the Ages,” with Julliard-trained flutist and Hermitage Fellow Emi 
Ferguson, will be presented at Selby Gardens (Downtown Sarasota) on Thursday, 
March 5th at 7pm – the fifth performance in the Hermitage’s annual Ruby E. Crosby 

Alumni Music Series. 
 

January 13, 2026 — The Hermitage Artist Retreat (Sarasota County, Florida) is 
pleased to announce the fifth annual concert in the Ruby E. Crosby Alumni Music 
Series at the Hermitage, featuring Juilliard-trained flutist and Hermitage alumna Emi 
Ferguson. This event will take place on Thursday, March 5th at 7pm at Marie Selby 
Botanical Gardens (Downtown Sarasota). This alumni music initiative was launched in 
2022 to a full-capacity crowd at Selby Gardens with “Soulful Strings: An Evening of 
Harp Music,” featuring celebrated harpist and Hermitage alumna Ashley Jackson. The 
2023 concert, “The Pop-Rock-Folk World of Zoe Sarnak,” featured award-winning New 
York City-based Hermitage alumna Zoe Sarnak, with Sarasota-based vocalists and 
musicians performing Sarnak’s original songs at Nathan Benderson Park. The 2024 
concert, “Piano Classics Remade,” featured world-renowned pianist and Hermitage 
alumnus Conrad Tao performing for a sold-out crowd at Selby Gardens. Last year’s 
concert, “Piano in the Key of Vijay,” featured Grammy Award-nominated composer and 
past Hermitage Greenfield Prize winner Vijay Iyer.  

This year, the Ruby E. Crosby Alumni Music Series at the Hermitage continues 
this popular series with Julliard-trained flutist and Hermitage Fellow Emi Ferguson.  
Ferguson is on a mission to shake up classical music. Whether playing modern or 
historical flutes, singing, composing, or speaking about music, she brings centuries of 
music to life with an adventurous spirit and a fresh perspective. Her performances, 
ranging from Baroque masterpieces to brand-new commissions are anything but 
predictable, blending historical performance with a fearless, modern edge. Hailed by 
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critics for her “tonal bloom” and “hauntingly beautiful performances,” English-American 
flutist and composer Ferguson stretches the boundaries of what is expected of modern-
day musicians. Her unique approach to the flute can be heard in performances that 
alternate between silver flute, auxiliary flutes, and historical flutes, playing repertoire that 
stretches from the Renaissance to today. Ferguson is a 2023 Avery Fisher Career Grant 
awardee and can be heard live in concerts and festivals around the world as a soloist 
and with groups including AMOC*, the New York New Music Ensemble, the Handel and 
Haydn Society, and the Manhattan Chamber Players. Emi was a featured performer 
alongside Yo-Yo Ma, Paul Simon, and James Taylor at the 10th Anniversary Memorial 
Ceremony of 9/11 at Ground Zero, where her performance of “Amazing Grace” was 
televised worldwide. Ferguson returns to the Hermitage after a previous “Hermitage 
Sunsets @ Selby Gardens” program in 2024, and a performance at the 2023 Artful 
Lobster. 

The Ruby E. Crosby Alumni Music Series at the Hermitage offers the 
opportunity for a distinguished Hermitage alum to return for additional residency time 
and a special community concert. This initiative is made possible by a generous multi-
year gift from the Ruby E. and Carole Crosby Family Foundation. Current Hermitage 
Board President Carole Crosby initiated this gift as a special tribute to her mother 
Ruby, who helped to inspire her own deep love of music. A musician herself, Carole 
Crosby graduated from the Curtis Institute of Music and played the harp in both the 
Atlanta Symphony and Detroit Symphony. 

“The Hermitage brings some of the most talented artists and performers in the 
world to our community,” said Crosby. “Music was always incredibly important to me 
and to my mother, so it’s an honor to celebrate her memory with this initiative 
spotlighting and supporting some truly extraordinary composers and musicians. I am 
deeply inspired by the Hermitage’s commitment to these artists and the impact these 
magnificent talents are having in our region.” 

“We are incredibly excited to welcome Emi Ferguson back to the Gulf Coast to 
share her talents with our growing Hermitage audience,” added Hermitage Artistic 
Director and CEO Andy Sandberg. “Emi is one of the most captivating and enchanting 
flutists of our time. As we continue to reengage with and provide more opportunities for 
the Hermitage alumni community, this generous gift from Carole Crosby in her mother’s 
honor allows our audiences to celebrate and reconnect with groundbreaking musical 
talents who have come to know Sarasota through their time at the Hermitage.” 

“Flute Through the Ages” will be presented at Selby Gardens’ Event Center 
(Downtown Sarasota) on Thursday, March 5th at 7pm. This program is free and open 
to the public with a $5/person registration fee. Registration is required at 
HermitageArtistRetreat.org. Capacity will be limited, and registration is available on a 
first-come, first-served basis, at which time registration will shift to a waitlist. Previous 
events in this series have reached capacity, so early registration is strongly encouraged.  
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(Full program details are provided below.) 
A leading national arts incubator, the Hermitage is the only major arts 

organization in Florida’s Gulf Coast exclusively committed to supporting the 
development and creation of new work across all artistic disciplines. The Hermitage 
hosts artists on its Gulf Coast Manasota Key campus for multi-week residencies, where 
diverse and accomplished artists from around the world and across multiple disciplines 
create and develop new works of theater, music, visual art, literature, dance, film, and 
more. As part of their residencies, Hermitage Fellows participate in free year-round 
community programs, offering audiences in the region a unique opportunity to engage 
with some of the world’s leading artists and to get an authentic “sneak peek” into 
extraordinary projects and artistic minds before their works go on to major galleries, 
concert halls, theaters, and museums around the world. These free and innovative 
programs include performances, conversations, readings, music concerts, interactive 
experiences, open studios, school programs, teacher workshops, and more, serving 
thousands in our regional community each year. 

For more information about the Hermitage and upcoming programs, visit: 
HermitageArtistRetreat.org. 

 
 

RUBY E. CROSBY ALUMNI PROGRAM DETAILS 
 

“Flute Through the Ages,” Thursday, March 5 @ 7pm at Selby Gardens (Downtown 
Sarasota): Hermitage Fellow and Juilliard-trained flutist Emi Ferguson is on a mission to shake 
up classical music. Whether playing modern or historical flute, singing, or composing, she brings 
centuries of music to life with an adventurous spirit and a fresh perspective. Her performances, 
ranging from Baroque masterpieces to brand-new commissions, are anything but predictable, 
as Ferguson blends historical performance with a fearless, modern edge. A recipient of the 
Avery Fisher Career Grant, Emi thrives as both a soloist and a collaborator, appearing at major 
festivals and concert halls around the world. Hailed by critics for her “tonal bloom” and 
“hauntingly beautiful performances,” Ferguson redefines what it means to be a contemporary 
musician: mastering not only her instrument, but its impact on the broader artistic landscape. In 
the fifth season of the Hermitage’s annual Crosby Alumni Music Initiative, join Emi Ferguson as 
she brings her signature style to classical flute repertoire that stretches from the Renaissance to 
today. Presented in partnership with Marie Selby Botanical Gardens. Emi Ferguson’s concert 
and Hermitage residency are made possible through the Ruby E. Crosby Alumni Music Series 
at the Hermitage. Registration is required at HermitageArtistRetreat.org ($5/person 
registration fee). Estimated running time: 60-70 minutes; indoor venue. Marie Selby Botanical 
Gardens (Downtown Sarasota / Event Center), 1534 Mound Street, Sarasota, FL 34236.  
 
 

RUBY E. CROSBY ALUMNI ARTIST BIO 
 

Emi Ferguson 
 

Hermitage alumna Emi Ferguson is a Juilliard-trained performer and composer who 
stretches the boundaries of what is expected of modern-day musicians. A recipient of the 
Avery Fisher Career Grant, Emi Ferguson performs as a soloist and with groups including the 



 4 

Handel and Haydn Society, AMOC*, Ruckus, the New York New Music Ensemble, the 
Manhattan Chamber Players, and is the music director of Camerata Pacifica Baroque and 
Exquisite Corpse. Her recordings Amour Cruel and Fly the Coop: Bach Sonatas and Preludes, 
were called “blindingly impressive ... a fizzing, daring display of personality and imagination” by 
The New York Times. Emi has spoken and performed at TEDx events and was featured on the 
Discovery Channel, Amazon Prime, and Vox talking about how music relates to our world today. 
With WQXR, she hosts the Young Artists Showcase and Once Upon A Composer, and created 
the series “This Composer is SICK!”. Her book, “Iconic Composers”, was released in 2023. Born 
in Japan and raised in London and Boston, she now resides in New York. 
 
 
 
The Hermitage Artist Retreat 
Sarasota County, Florida 
Andy Sandberg, Artistic Director and CEO 
 

The Hermitage is a leading national arts incubator and multidisciplinary artist retreat located on 
Manasota Key, Florida. For more than two decades, the Hermitage has invited accomplished 
artists across multiple disciplines for residencies on its beachfront campus, which is on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Hermitage artists are invited to interact with the local 
community, reaching thousands of Gulf Coast residents and visitors each year with unique and 
inspiring programs. Hermitage Fellows have included 18 Pulitzer Prize winners, Poets Laureate, 
MacArthur ‘Genius’ Fellows, and multiple Tony, Emmy, Grammy, Oscar winners and nominees. 
Works created at this beachside retreat by a diverse and accomplished group of Hermitage alumni 
have gone on to renowned theaters, concert halls, and galleries throughout the world. Each year, 
the Hermitage awards the Hermitage Greenfield Prize for a new work of art or performance, the 
Hermitage Major Theater Award for an original theater commission, and the Aspen Music 
Festival’s Hermitage Prize in Composition. 
  
For more information, visit HermitageArtistRetreat.org. 
 
The Hermitage is supported by: 
 

Hermitage programs are supported, in part, by Sarasota County Tourist Development Tax revenues; the 
Welles Murphey Fund at Gulf Coast Community Foundation; Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation; and 
the Community Foundation of Sarasota County. 
 
 

ALL ANNOUNCED HERMITAGE PROGRAMS: 
 

Wednesday, January 14 @ 3pm, “On Living and Dying with Dignity,” featuring 2024 
Hermitage Greenfield Prize winner Deepa Purohit, in conversation with SMH’s Dr. Robin 
Devan, and TJ Tremaine MSW, LCSW, HEC-C, at Asolo Rep’s Theatre Koski Center Weiler 
Rehearsal Hall (Downtown Sarasota) 
Presented in partnership with Asolo Repertory Theatre and the Greenfield Foundation 
 

Monday, January 26 @ 10:30am and 3pm, “Music Mondays,” featuring Hermitage artist and 
Tony Award-nominated Broadway performer Eden Espinosa, at Church of the Palms 
(Sarasota) @ 10:30am and again at Venice Presbyterian Church (Venice) @ 3pm.  
Presented in partnership with the Sarasota Institute of Lifetime Learning 
Please Note: This program is part of the SILL “Music Monday” series, and tickets are available at 
the door on the day of the event for $15/person.  
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Thursday, January 29 @ 5:30pm, Hermitage Sunsets @ Selby Gardens: “The Rising Stars 
of Jazz and Soul,” featuring Hermitage Fellows Adam O’Farrill and Britton Smith, at Marie 
Selby Botanical Gardens (Downtown Sarasota)  
Presented in partnership with Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 
Britton Smith’s Hermitage residency generously sponsored by Charlie Huisking 
 

Thursday, February 5 @ 5pm, Hermitage Sunsets @ Benderson Park: “Chamber Flights 
& Broadway Nights,” featuring 2025 Winner of the Aspen Music Festival’s Hermitage Prize in 
Composition Harriet Steinke and Tony Award-Nominated Broadway star and Hermitage Fellow 
Leslie Rodriguez Kritzer, at Benderson Park (Sarasota / Bradenton)  
Presented in partnership with Nathan Benderson Park Conservancy 
 

Friday, February 13 @ 5pm, “A Decade of Density / A Lifetime of Story: An Evening of 
Flute and Literature,” featuring Hermitage Fellows Claire Chase and Kirstin Valdez Quade, 
on the Hermitage Great Lawn (Manasota Key) 
Claire Chase’s Hermitage residency generously sponsored by Ellen Berman & Roy Cohen 
Kirstin Valdez Quade’s Hermitage residency generously sponsored by Terry Brackett 
 

Thursday, February 19 @ 5:30pm, Hermitage Sunsets @ Selby Gardens: “The Highs and 
Lows of Going Solo,” featuring Hermitage Fellows Morgan Bassichis and Doug Wright, at 
Selby Gardens’ Historic Spanish Point (Osprey)  
Presented in partnership with Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 
 

Thursday, March 5 @ 7pm, “Crosby Alumni Music Initiative: Flute Through the Ages,” 
featuring Hermitage Fellow Emi Ferguson, at Marie Selby Botanical Gardens (Sarasota)  
Presented in partnership with Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 
Emi Ferguson’s concert and Hermitage residency are made possible through the Ruby E. Crosby Alumni 
Music Series at the Hermitage 
 
 
 

HermitageArtistRetreat.org 
 

Facebook / Instagram: @HermitageArtistRetreat 
 
 
 
 
 
 


