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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
MEDIA CONTACT: 
 

Hermitage Media Relations; (941) 475-2098, Ext. 8; 
Communications@HermitageArtistRetreat.org 

Hermitage Announces New January Programs, Featuring 
Award-Winning Playwrights, Performers, and Musicians 

 

Newly added Hermitage January programs will feature Tony Award-nominated 
Broadway star Eden Espinosa; award-winning playwright, educator, and performer 

Roger Q. Mason; playwright and Hermitage Greenfield Prize winner Deepa Purohit; 
celebrated jazz musician and composer Adam O’Farrill; and a returning Hermitage 

Tony Award-winning performer Britton Smith.  
 

December 18, 2025 (Sarasota County, Florida) — The Hermitage Artist Retreat 
today announced new programs to kick off the beginning of 2026. Newly announced 
events include Hermitage Fellow Roger Q. Mason’s exploration of what it means to 
live in a democracy today at Venice Theatre on Monday, January 12th; a playwright’s 
look into the modern healthcare system in a panel discussion with 2024 Hermitage 
Greenfield Prize winner Deepa Purohit as she investigates supporting material for her 
Hermitage-commissioned play at the Asolo Rep’s Koski Center on Wednesday, 
January 14th, featuring guest panelists from the Sarasota Memorial Healthcare 
System; and returning Hermitage Fellow and Tony Award-winning performer Britton 
Smith splitting the bill with celebrated jazz musician and composer Adam O’Farrill at 
Selby Gardens on January 29th.  

On Monday, January 12th at 5:30pm, award-winning writer, performer, and 
educator Roger Q. Mason will discuss their work, share excerpts from their new play, 
and delve deeper into the creative process of writing and playwriting with “What 
Freedom Means to Me.” Mason is known for their “kaleidoscopic historical fantasias” 
(American Theatre), juxtaposing real people and events with fantastical elements to 
examine modern life and cultural divides. Mason’s play and subsequent film adaptation 
Lavender Men received critical acclaim. As part of their Hermitage residency, Mason is 
working on a sequel to this celebrated work exploring what it means to live in a 
democracy today and diving into questions of privilege, self-love, and the cost of 
liberation. The hour-long event will close with a short writing exercise, inviting 
participants to explore and share their own relationship to freedom. 

2024 Hermitage Greenfield Prize winner Deepa Purohit returns to Sarasota on 
Wednesday, January 14th at 3pm for a panel discussion based on her investigation 
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into how women live, age, and die with dignity in a culture where the medical system is 
built on a key tenet: to preserve life. This is the question central to Purohit’s Hermitage-
commissioned play, Mxx: The Dignity Project. In this upcoming program, “On Living and 
Dying with Dignity,” Purohit will converse with Dr. Robin Devan, who leads Sarasota 
Memorial Healthcare System’s Palliative Care Services, and TJ Tremaine, Bioethics 
Program Coordinator with Sarasota Memorial Healthcare System. Moderated by 
Hermitage Artistic Director and CEO Andy Sandberg and presented in collaboration 
with Asolo Repertory Theatre, this conversation aims to explore the many facets of 
medical intervention during a woman’s life, and how ethics and dignity come into play 
when making decisions about care. This cross-disciplinary panel will offer a thoughtful 
discussion ahead of the highly anticipated premiere of Purohit’s Hermitage-
commissioned play this April. This event will take place at the Asolo Repertory Theatre’s 
Koski Center. 

On Thursday, January 29th at 5:30pm, acclaimed jazz musician and composer 
Adam O’Farrill and Tony Award-winning performer Britton Smith will share the stage 
for the next installment of the Hermitage Sunsets @ Selby Gardens series: “The Rising 
Stars of Jazz and Soul.” Descended from Latin jazz royalty, Hermitage Fellow Adam 
O’Farrill is a composer, bandleader, and trumpeter who has been hailed by The New 
York Times as “a blazing young trumpet player” and “perhaps the music’s next major 
improviser.” Known for his uniquely personal style, O’Farrill has been widely recognized 
in the jazz community as a rising star of the genre. Returning Hermitage Fellow Britton 
Smith, a Tony Award-winning Broadway performer and leader of the self-described 
“funk liberation band” Britton and the Sting, has been called a “force to be reckoned 
with” and a “tornado of talent and energy” by Broadway World. For one night only, these 
two dynamic musical artists will share the Hermitage stage at Selby Gardens downtown 
for an unforgettable night of stripped-down music featuring two creative forces breaking 
boundaries in the worlds of jazz and soul.  

These Hermitage programs are free and open to the public (with a $5/person 
registration fee), offering Gulf Coast audiences a rare chance to engage and interact 
with some of the world’s leading talent. Running time for most Hermitage programs is 
60-70 minutes with no intermission. Due to capacity limitations, registration is 
required at HermitageArtistRetreat.org. 

As a special addition in January, Hermitage artist and Tony Award nominee 
Eden Espinosa (Lempicka, Wicked, Rent), returns to Sarasota for “Music Mondays” 
to offer the audience a view into the world of Broadway. Espinosa performed recently in 
Sarasota at the 2025 Hermitage Greenfield Prize Dinner. In these “Music Mondays” 
events, she will share her talents as a musical performer, while also engaging in 
dialogue about the craft and industry of musical theater alongside Hermitage Artistic 
Director and CEO Andy Sandberg, with Joseph Holt on piano. There will be two 
opportunities to hear from this celebrated Broadway star: Monday, January 26th at 



3 
 

 

10:30am at the Church of the Palms in Sarasota, and again at 3pm at the Venice 
Presbyterian Church. This event is presented in partnership with the Sarasota Institute 
of Lifetime Learning (SILL).  

Please note the two SILL programs are not part of the Hermitage’s traditional 
free programming. These two “Music Mondays” presentations are hosted by the 
Sarasota Institute of Lifetime Learning (SILL) as a part of the “Music Mondays” series. 
$15 single tickets are available at the door for these special events with Eden 
Espinosa.  

Please note: due to the ongoing campus recovery and shifting residency 
schedules, Hermitage programs throughout the remainder of season will continue to be 
announced on shorter notice than usual. Audiences are encouraged to keep an eye on 
HermitageArtistRetreat.org, where newly added events will be added as they open for 
registration. 

See below for complete program details and artist bios.  
A leading national arts incubator, the Hermitage is the only major arts 

organization in Florida’s Gulf Coast exclusively committed to supporting the 
development and creation of new work across all artistic disciplines. The Hermitage 
hosts artists on its Gulf Coast Manasota Key campus for multi-week residencies, where 
diverse and accomplished artists from around the world and across multiple disciplines 
create and develop new works of theater, music, visual art, literature, dance, film, and 
more. As part of their residencies, Hermitage Fellows participate in free year-round 
community programs, offering audiences in the region a unique opportunity to engage 
with some of the world’s leading artists and to get an authentic “sneak peek” into 
extraordinary projects and artistic minds before their works go on to major galleries, 
concert halls, theaters, and museums around the world. These free and innovative 
programs include performances, conversations, readings, music concerts, interactive 
experiences, open studios, school programs, teacher workshops, and more, serving 
thousands in our regional community each year. 
 
 
The Hermitage Artist Retreat 
Sarasota County, Florida 
Andy Sandberg, Artistic Director and CEO 
 

The Hermitage is a leading national arts incubator and multidisciplinary artist retreat located on 
Manasota Key, Florida. For more than two decades, the Hermitage has invited accomplished 
artists across multiple disciplines for residencies on its beachfront campus, which is on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Hermitage artists are invited to interact with the local 
community, reaching thousands of Gulf Coast residents and visitors each year with unique and 
inspiring programs. Hermitage Fellows have included 18 Pulitzer Prize winners, Poets Laureate, 
MacArthur ‘Genius’ Fellows, and multiple Tony, Emmy, Grammy, Oscar winners and nominees. 
Works created at this beachside retreat by a diverse and accomplished group of Hermitage alumni 
have gone on to renowned theaters, concert halls, and galleries throughout the world. Each year, 
the Hermitage awards the Hermitage Greenfield Prize for a new work of art or performance, the 
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Hermitage Major Theater Award for an original theater commission, and the Aspen Music 
Festival’s Hermitage Prize in Composition. 
  
For more information, visit HermitageArtistRetreat.org. 
 
The Hermitage is supported by: 
 

Hermitage programs are supported, in part, by Sarasota County Tourist Development Tax revenues; the 
Welles Murphey Fund at Gulf Coast Community Foundation; Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation; and 
the Community Foundation of Sarasota County. 
 
 

FULL PROGRAM DETAILS 
 

Newly Announced Hermitage Programs: 
 

● “What Freedom Means to Me” with Hermitage Fellow Roger Q. Mason, Monday, 
January 12, 5:30pm: Hermitage Fellow Roger Q. Mason is known for their “kaleidoscopic 
historical fantasias” (American Theatre), juxtaposing real people and events with 
fantastical elements to examine modern life and cultural divides. Mason’s play and 
subsequent film adaptation Lavender Men received critical acclaim. As part of their 
Hermitage residency, Mason is working on a sequel to this celebrated work exploring what 
it means to live in a democracy today and diving into questions of privilege, self-love, and 
the cost of liberation. Join us as we discuss Roger’s work, hear excerpts from this new 
play, and delve deeper into the creative process of playwriting. The evening will close with 
a short writing exercise, inviting participants to explore and share their own relationship to 
freedom. Presented in partnership with Venice Theatre. Registration is required at 
HermitageArtistRetreat.org ($5/person registration fee). Venice Theatre, 140 Tampa 
Ave. West Venice, FL 34285  
 

● “On Living and Dying with Dignity” with 2024 Hermitage Greenfield Prize winner 
Deepa Purohit, Wednesday, January 14, 3pm: How do women live, age and die with 
dignity in a culture where the medical system is built on a key tenet: to preserve and 
prolong life? This question is central to the investigation Hermitage Greenfield Prize 
winner Deepa Purohit is conducting for her Hermitage-commissioned play, Mxx: The 
Dignity Project. Purohit will be in conversation with Dr. Robin Devan, who leads Sarasota 
Memorial Healthcare System’s Palliative Care Services, and TJ Tremaine, Bioethics 
Program Coordinator for Sarasota Memorial Healthcare System. Moderated by Hermitage 
Artistic Director and CEO Andy Sandberg and presented in collaboration Asolo Repertory 
Theatre, this conversation aims to explore the many facets of medical intervention during 
the course of a woman’s life, and how ethics and dignity come into play when making 
decisions about care. This cross-disciplinary panel will offer a thoughtful discussion ahead 
of the highly anticipated premiere of Purohit’s Hermitage-commissioned play this spring. 
Presented in partnership with Asolo Repertory Theatre. Registration is required at 
HermitageArtistRetreat.org. Asolo Repertory Theatre Koski Center Weiler 
Rehearsal Hall, 1009 Tallevast Rd., Sarasota, FL 34243 

 

● “Music Mondays” featuring Hermitage Fellow Eden Espinosa, Monday, January 26: 
Hermitage Fellow and Tony Award nominee Eden Espinosa (Lempicka, Wicked, Rent) 
returns to Sarasota for Music Mondays to offer the audience a view into the world of 
Broadway. Presented in Partnership with Sarasota Institute of Lifetime Learning. Two 
presentations: Church of the Palms, 3224 Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota FL, 34239 @ 
10:30am Venice Presbyterian Church, 825 The Rialto, Venice FL, 34285 @ 3pm 
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Please Note: This program is part of the SILL “Music Monday” series, and tickets are  
available at the door on the day of the event for $15/person. 
 

● Hermitage Sunsets @ Selby Gardens: “The Rising Stars of Jazz and Soul,” featuring 
Hermitage Greenfield Prize Finalist Britton Smith and Hermitage Fellow Adam 
O’Farrill, Thursday, January 29, 5:30pm: Descended from Latin jazz royalty, Hermitage 
Fellow Adam O’Farrill is a composer, bandleader, and trumpeter who has been hailed by 
The New York Times as “a blazing young trumpet player” and “perhaps the music’s next 
major improviser.” Known for his uniquely personal style, O’Farrill has been widely 
recognized in the jazz community as a rising star of the genre. Returning Hermitage Fellow 
Britton Smith, a Tony Award-winning Broadway performer and leader of the self-
described “funk liberation band” Britton and the Sting, has been called a “force to be 
reckoned with” and a “tornado of talent and energy” by Broadway World. For one night 
only, these two dynamic musical artists will share the Hermitage stage at Selby Gardens 
for an unforgettable night of stripped-down music featuring two creative forces breaking 
boundaries in the worlds of jazz and soul. Presented in partnership with Marie Selby 
Botanical Gardens. Registration is required at HermitageArtistRetreat.org ($5/person 
registration fee). Selby Gardens Downtown Campus, 1534 Mound St. Sarasota, FL 
34234 
 

 
 

ALL ANNOUNCED HERMITAGE PROGRAMS: 
 

Monday, January 12 @ 5:30pm, “What Freedom Means to Me,” featuring Hermitage Fellow 
Roger Q. Mason, at Venice Theatre (Venice)  
Presented in partnership with Venice Theatre 
 

Wednesday, January 14 @ 3pm, “On Living and Dying with Dignity,” featuring 2024 
Hermitage Greenfield Prize winner Deepa Purohit, in conversation with SMH’s Dr. Robin 
Devan, and TJ Tremaine, at Asolo Repertory Theatre Koski Center Weiler Rehearsal Hall 
(Downtown Sarasota) 
Presented in partnership with Asolo Repertory Theatre 
 

Monday, January 26 @ 10:30am and 3pm, “Music Mondays,” featuring Hermitage artist and 
Tony Award-nominated Broadway performer Eden Espinosa, at Church of the Palms 
(Sarasota) @ 10:30am and again at Venice Presbyterian Church (Venice) @ 3pm.  
Presented in partnership with the Sarasota Institute of Lifetime Learning 
Please Note: This program is part of the SILL “Music Monday” series, and tickets are available at 
the door on the day of the event for $15/person.  
 

Thursday, January 29 @ 5:30pm, Hermitage Sunsets @ Selby Gardens: “The Rising Stars 
of Jazz and Soul,” featuring Hermitage Fellows Adam O’Farrill and Britton Smith, at Marie 
Selby Botanical Gardens (Downtown Sarasota)  
Presented in partnership with Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 
 

 
ARTIST BIOS 

 
Roger Q. Mason 

 

Hermitage Fellow Roger Q. Mason (they/them) is an award-winning writer, performer, and 
educator who satirizes and revises history to disrupt the biases that separate rather than unite us. 
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Their playwriting has appeared at notable venues throughout New York and regionally. Mason’s 
recent productions have garnered five Barrymore Award nominations in Philadelphia, a Jeff 
Award recommendation in Chicago, and the San Francisco Chronicle's prestigious Datebook 
Pick. Mason's world premiere of Lavender Men was lauded by The Los Angeles Times as 
"evoking the mingled visions of Suzan-Lori Parks, Jeremy O. Harris, and Michael R. Jackson." 
They received 2024's Playwrights' Center’s McKnight National Playwright commission, the 
inaugural Dramatists Guild Foundation Catalyst Grant Award, a Lucille Lortel commission, a 
Kilroys List recognition, and the Chuck Rowland Pioneer Award. Mason is a member of the 
Dramatists Guild of America and an alum of the Ma-Yi’s Writing Lab, Page 73’s Interstate 73 
Writers Group, the Fire This Time Festival, and Primary Stages’ Writing Cohort. They currently 
produce a memoir/cooking segment on Instagram called “Cooking with Q.” As an educator, 
Mason has served as a mentor for Lambda Literary, Workshop Theatre, the Marsha P. Johnson 
Institute’s Starship Fellowship, the New Visions Fellowship, and the Shay Foundation Fellowship. 
Currently on faculty at CalArts,Mason holds degrees from Princeton University, Middlebury 
College, and Northwestern University. Instagram: @rogerq.mason 

 
Deepa Purohit 

 

Deepa Purohit is the 2024 recipient of the Hermitage Greenfield Prize. A Brooklyn-based 
playwright, she made her Off-Broadway debut in Atlantic Theater Company's 2022-23 season 
with the world premiere of her play Elyria (2023 Drama League Award Nominee for Outstanding 
Production of a Play, 2017 NEA Commission, and 2019 Jerome Foundation support w/Ma-Yi 
Theater Company). She received the 2023 Laurents/Hatcher Foundation Award for Excellence in 
Playwriting, and a 2022-23 Edgerton Foundation Award for Elyria. Plays: Crushed Earth with 
Sanjit De Silva (2017 People's Light Theatre: New Play Frontiers Commission) – 2023 audio play 
debut with People's Light, Theatre Horizon, and Hedgerow Theatre, The In Between, 
Mxx/perience, A Valentine (2016 Kilroys Honorable Mention), Bones (2017 Andrew Mellon 
Foundation Residency w/Ma-Yi Theater Company), Have Sari Will Travel! (Rising Circle Theater 
Collective), Flight, and Mothering: a collection of short form plays. Co-writing with Sanjit De Silva 
and Rising Circle Theater Collective: Pulling the Lever, American Family Project, Grace. Deepa 
is currently adapting Elyria into a TV series and working on a NYSCA new play commission from 
Atlantic Theater Company. She co-founded and ran Rising Circle Theater Collective (2000-2012), 
a theater company centered on the stories of people of color. A former Baltimore City middle 
school teacher and 1992 Teach For America alumna, Deepa has a BA in History from 
Northwestern University, Masters in Public Health from Columbia University, and an MFA in 
Playwriting from Brooklyn College. She also recently served as the Director of New Works at 
People's Light Theatre. 
 

Dr. Robin Devan 
 

Dr. Robin Devan is the Director of the Palliative Medicine Program for Sarasota Memorial Health 
Care System. Following her graduation from medical school, Dr. Devan completed her Internal 
Medicine Residency and Hospice and Palliative Care Fellowship, all at the University of Arkansas 
for Medical Sciences. She has worked as either a palliative care physician or a hospice medical 
director since 2012. Prior to becoming a physician, she worked in the humanities at various 
museums, libraries, and cultural institutions: including the Bodleian Library at Oxford University, 
the Smithsonian Institution Library System, Arkansas State Parks, and the Arkansas Humanities 
Council. 
 

TJ Tremaine 
 

TJ Tremaine, MSW, LCSW-QS, HEC-C, is a licensed clinical social worker and healthcare 
ethics consultant; her career is rooted in supporting patients and families through some of the 
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most difficult moments in healthcare. She earned her Master of Social Work degree from Florida 
Gulf Coast University. Tremaine worked for many years as a social-work case manager in the 
intensive care unit, specializing in complex disposition planning, value-based goals-of-care 
conversations, supporting patients and families facing serious illness, and collaborating closely 
with interdisciplinary care teams. This focus led to her current role as Bioethics Program 
Coordinator, where TJ brings a social worker’s lens to clinical ethics. She helps clinicians, 
patients, and families navigate ethically challenging situations, especially around end-of-life 
treatment decisions, value-based conflicts, and fostering meaningful communication. She brings 
a relational, person-centered lens to the ethics program while contributing to education, policy 
development, and ethics committee work. 
 

Eden Espinosa 
 

Eden Espinosa last appeared in Sarasota as the featured guest performer at the 2025 Hermitage 
Greenfield Prize Dinner. She was nominated for both a Tony Award and Drama League Award 
for her performance as Tamara De Lempicka in the Broadway production of Lempicka, with 
concept, book, and lyrics by Hermitage Fellow Carson Kreitzer. Variety raved “Espinosa, starring 
in the title role, brings both luminosity and strength to her powerful performance.” Eden’s career 
as an actress, singer, and voiceover artist has spanned two decades on stage and screen. She 
is widely recognized for her critically acclaimed and iconic portrayals of Elphaba 
in Wicked (Broadway, Los Angeles, and San Francisco), and Maureen in the closing Broadway 
company of Rent. Eden's passions also have extended to the development of new works, 
stemming from her early years originating the title role of the cult favorite Brooklyn the Musical on 
Broadway, to more recently starring in Michael John LaChuisa's The Gardens of 
Anuncia (LCT). Television: Brilliant Minds, The Equalizer, FBI: Most Wanted. As a voiceover 
artist, Eden was nominated for an Emmy Award for her work as the Queen of Hearts in 
Disney's Alice's Wonderland Bakery. Instagram: @EdenEspinosa 
 

Adam O’Farrill 
 

Brooklyn-bred artist and Hermitage Fellow Adam O’Farrill has been heralded as “among the the 
leading trumpeters in jazz – and perhaps the music’s next major improviser” (The New York 
Times). Born into a musical legacy that includes composer Chico O’Farrill and pianist Arturo 
O’Farrill, Adam has since collaborated with artists such as Mary Halvorson, Hiromi, Anna Webber, 
Rudresh Mahanthappa, Mulatu Astatke, Samora Pinderhughes, Son Lux, Vijay Iyer, Kevin Sun, 
Tyshawn Sorey, and Stimmerman. In 2021, Adam released his third album, Visions of Your Other 
(Biophilia Records), with his quartet, Stranger Days. The album was listed as one of the best 
albums of 2021 by The New York Times, won the Preis der deutschen Schallplattenkritik, and 
The Wall Street Journal wrote of the album: “Mr. O’Farrill’s music is refined and discreet; it 
integrates aspects of art rock and contemporary classical music and boasts a cinematic 
influence.” For his work as a composer and bandleader, O’Farrill has received awards, 
commissions, and grants from the ASCAP Foundation, the Aaron Copland Fund for Music, The 
Jazz  Gallery, Roulette, The Shifting Foundation, and South Arts. 
 

Britton Smith 
 

Britton Smith, a Hermitage alumnus and a 2024 Hermitage Greenfield Prize finalist, is an artist-
activist, musician, and founder of Britton & The Sting, an alternative soul band fueling the NYC 
music scene. Their waves of funk, gospel, rock, and testimony collide with mesmerizing melodies 
that carry their journey-driven music deep into the soul. Their anthem “Let’s Get Drunk and Go to 
Church” has been listened to in over 44 countries and was featured on Paper Magazine’s Bops 
Only: 10 Songs You Need to Start Your Weekend Right. They were also a 2020 NPR Tiny Desk 
Submission Top Pick. Britton & The Sting has sold out performances at The Apollo, Gramercy 
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Theatre, Williamsburg Music Hall, Rockwood Music Hall, Nublu, Joe’s Pub, and beyond. Recently, 
they were the support act on Sammy Rae & The Friends world tour, and have been featured in 
Vanity Fair, Vogue, Fault Magazine, and The New Yorker. Britton is also the creator of Mama, a 
theatrical concert and revival experience that premiered at Little Island and is now in partnership 
with the U.S. Water Alliance. The project merges music, storytelling, and water justice, including 
Britton’s self-produced NYC’s first World Water Day Concert. @brittonsmithworld 
 

 
 

HermitageArtistRetreat.org 
 

Facebook / Instagram: @HermitageArtistRetreat 
 


