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Announcing a New Hermitage Program on December 18"
Featuring Hermitage Fellow Joseph Earl Thomas at
Bookstore1

Celebrated author, poet, and Hermitage Fellow Joseph Earl Thomas will share
excerpts from new and published work during “The Fantasy of Reality” at Bookstore1 in
downtown Sarasota on December 18",

November 7, 2025 (Sarasota County, Florida) — The Hermitage Artist Retreat
announces a new December program. This newly announced event, “The Fantasy of
Reality,” is scheduled for Thursday, December 18" at 6pm, at Bookstore1 in
downtown Sarasota. “The Fantasy of Reality” features award-winning Hermitage
Fellow Joseph Earl Thomas, who straddles form, from memoir and nonfiction to fiction
and poetry. Thomas is celebrated for his distinctive style that often pushes
expectations, and his work often plays with the boundaries between fantasy and reality.
His memoir Sink was hailed as “extraordinary” by The New York Times. Past
Hermitage Fellow and National Book Award winner Justin Torres said Thomas’ novel
God Bless You, Otis Spunkmeyer “reads like direct communication from the soul.”
Thomas’ Hermitage Residency is generously sponsored by Georgia Court.

Joseph Earl Thomas is the author of several published books, including Sink, a
memoir, longlisted for the PEN/Jean Stein Book Award and shortlisted for the Patrick
Saroyan International Writing Prize; the novel God Bless You, Otis Spunkmeyer,
longlisted for the Carnegie Medal for Literary Excellence, finalist for the LA Times Art
Seidenbaum Award, and winner of the Center for Fiction First Novel Prize; and the
forthcoming story collection Leviathan Beach. Thomas’ prose and poetry have been
published or are forthcoming in The Kenyon Review, The Paris Review, The Verge,
Harper’s, Virginia Quarterly Review, Vanity Fair, The Yale Review, The Massachusetts
Review, and Dilettante Army. A graduate of Notre Dame’s MFA program in prose, he
earned his PhD in English from the University of Pennsylvania. He is a member of the
writing faculty at Sarah Lawrence College as well as low residency MFA programs at
Holy Family and Randolph Colleges, Thomas teaches courses in Black Studies,



Poetics, Video Games, Queer Theory and more at the Brooklyn Institute for Social
Research.

(Full program details and artist bios are provided below.)

All Hermitage programs are free and open to the public (with a $5/person
registration fee), offering Gulf Coast audiences a rare chance to engage and interact
with some of the world’s leading talent. Due to capacity limitations, registration is
required at HermitageArtistRetreat.org.

Please note: due to the ongoing campus recovery and shifting residency
schedules, Hermitage programs throughout the remainder of 2025 will continue to be
announced on shorter notice than usual. Audiences are encouraged to keep an eye on
HermitageArtistRetreat.org, where newly added events will be added as they open for
registration.

A leading national arts incubator, the Hermitage is the only major arts
organization in Florida's Gulf Coast exclusively committed to supporting the
development and creation of new work across all artistic disciplines. The Hermitage
hosts artists on its Gulf Coast Manasota Key campus for multi-week residencies, where
diverse and accomplished artists from around the world and across multiple disciplines
create and develop new works of theater, music, visual art, literature, dance, film, and
more. As part of their residencies, Hermitage Fellows participate in free year-round
community programs, offering audiences in the region a unique opportunity to engage
with some of the world’s leading artists and to get an authentic “sneak peek” into
extraordinary projects and artistic minds before their works go on to major galleries,
concert halls, theaters, and museums around the world. These free and innovative
programs include performances, conversations, readings, music concerts, interactive
experiences, open studios, school programs, teacher workshops, and more, serving
thousands in our regional community each year.

The Hermitage Artist Retreat
Sarasota County, Florida
Andy Sandberg, Atrtistic Director and CEO

The Hermitage is a leading national arts incubator and multidisciplinary artist retreat located on
Manasota Key, Florida. For more than two decades, the Hermitage has invited accomplished
artists across multiple disciplines for residencies on its beachfront campus, which is on the
National Register of Historic Places. Hermitage artists are invited to interact with the local
community, reaching thousands of Gulf Coast residents and visitors each year with unique and
inspiring programs. Hermitage Fellows have included 18 Pulitzer Prize winners, Poets Laureate,
MacArthur ‘Genius’ Fellows, and multiple Tony, Emmy, Grammy, Oscar winners and nominees.
Works created at this beachside retreat by a diverse and accomplished group of Hermitage alumni
have gone on to renowned theaters, concert halls, and galleries throughout the world. Each year,
the Hermitage awards the Hermitage Greenfield Prize for a new work of art or performance, the
Hermitage Major Theater Award for an original theater commission, and the Aspen Music
Festival's Hermitage Prize in Composition.



For more information, visit HermitageArtistRetreat.org.

The Hermitage is supported by:

Hermitage programs are supported, in part, by Sarasota County Tourist Development Tax revenues; the
Welles Murphey Fund at Gulf Coast Community Foundation; Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation; and
the Community Foundation of Sarasota County.

FULL PROGRAM DETAILS

Newly Announced Hermitage Program:

“The Fantasy of Reality,” featuring Joseph Earl Thomas, Thursday, November 18 @ 6pm:
Hermitage Fellow Joseph Earl Thomas is a writer who straddles form, from memoir and
nonfiction to fiction and poetry. He is celebrated for his distinctive style that often pushes
expectations, and his work often plays with the boundaries between fantasy and reality. His
memoir Sink was hailed as “extraordinary” by The New York Times. Past Hermitage Fellow and
National Book Award winner Justin Torres said Thomas’ novel God Bless You, Otis Spunkmeyer
“reads like direct communication from the soul.” Join us as this acclaimed author discusses and
shares excerpts from new and published work. Presented in partnership with Bookstore1. Joseph
Earl Thomas’ Hermitage Residency generously sponsored by Georgia Court. Estimated running
time: 60 minutes; Bookstore1 (Sarasota), 117 S. Pineapple Ave., Sarasota, FL 34236.

ALL ANNOUNCED HERMITAGE PROGRAMS:

FALL GALA EVENT - Saturday, November 8 @ 11:30am, “The Artful Lobster: An Outdoor
Celebration!” at the Historic Hermitage Campus (Manasota Key)

Thursday, November 20 @ 5:30pm, “Hermitage Sunsets @ Selby Gardens: An Evening of
Scenes & Songs,” featuring Hermitage Fellows Migdalia Cruz and Lauren Marcus, at Selby
Gardens’ Spanish Point (Osprey)

Presented in partnership with Marie Selby Botanical Gardens

Lauren Marcus’ Hermitage Residency generously sponsored by Sondra & Gerald Biller

Wednesday, December 3 @ 5pm, Hermitage Sunsets @ Benderson Park: “The Hermitage
Cross Arts Collaborative,” featuring Hermitage Fellows Shawn Allison and Tom Lubben, at
Nathan Benderson Park (Sarasota / Bradenton)

The Cross Arts Collaborative is made possible with generous support from the Koski Family Foundation.
Presented in partnership with Nathan Benderson Park Conservancy, ensembleNewSRQ), and Key
Chorale.

Thursday, December 18 @ 6pm, “The Fantasy of Reality,” featuring Hermitage Fellow
Joseph Earl Thomas, at Bookstore1 (Sarasota)

Presented in partnership with Bookstore1

Joseph Earl Thomas’ Hermitage Residency generously sponsored by Georgia Court

ARTIST BIOS

Joseph Earl Thomas



Joseph Earl Thomas is the author of Sink, a memoir, longlisted for the PEN/Jean Stein Book
Award and shortlisted for the Patrick Saroyan International Writing Prize; the novel God Bless
You, Otis Spunkmeyer, longlisted for the Carnegie Medal for Literary Excellence, finalist for the
LA Times Art Seidenbaum Award, winner of the Center for Fiction First Novel Prize; and the
forthcoming story collection Leviathan Beach. His prose and poetry has been published or is
forthcoming in The Kenyon Review, The Paris Review, The Verge, Harper’s, Virginia Quarterly
Review, Vanity Fair, The Yale Review, The Massachusetts Review, and Dilettante Army. His
honors include the Chautauqua Janus Prize, The Anisfield-Wolf Fellowship in Writing and
Publishing, and fellowships from Kimbilio, VONA, Tin House, and Bread Loaf. A graduate of Notre
Dame’s MFA program in prose, he earned his PhD in English from the University of Pennsylvania.
He is a member of the writing faculty at Sarah Lawrence College as well as low residency MFA
programs at Holy Family and Randolph Colleges, and teaches courses in Black Studies, Poetics,
Video Games, Queer Theory and more at the Brooklyn Institute for Social Research.
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