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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Media Contact: 
 

Hermitage Media Relations; (941) 475-2098, Ext. 8; 
Communications@HermitageArtistRetreat.org 

 

 

 
Tony Award-Nominated Broadway Star Betsy Wolfe  

to Headline the Hermitage’s 17th Annual Artful Lobster:  
An Outdoor Celebration on November 8th 

 

Tony Award nominee Betsy Wolfe (Waitress, & Juliet, Death Becomes Her) will 
headline the 17th annual Artful Lobster benefit. The sold-out event will also feature 
performances from 2023 Hermitage Prize in Composition winner Mattĩs Čudars and 

2024 Hermitage Cross Arts Collaborative Fellow Raleigh Mosely II. This popular 
gala on the Hermitage’s Manasota Key campus raises valuable funds for the 

Hermitage’s renowned artist residency program.   
 

October 30, 2025 (Sarasota County, Florida) — The Hermitage Artist Retreat announces 
today that Tony Award nominee Betsy Wolfe will headline the Hermitage’s sold-out fall 
fundraising event, “The Artful Lobster: An Outdoor Celebration!” on Saturday, November 
8th from 11:30am to 2pm. This year’s event returns to the Hermitage’s historic beachfront 
campus on Manasota Key after being displaced by the hurricanes in 2024. The popular 
fall luncheon will also feature performances from acclaimed guitarist and Hermitage 
Fellow Mattĩs Čudars, the 2023 recipient of the Hermitage Prize in Composition at the 
Aspen Music Festival & School; and from 2024 Hermitage Cross Arts Collaborative 
Fellow Raleigh Mosely II. 

Now in its 17th year, the Artful Lobster raises valuable funds for the Hermitage’s 
renowned artist residency program, supporting the creative process of artists from 
around the world in the fields of music, theater, visual art, literature, dance, and more. 
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This popular event, which takes place outdoors beneath a large tent on the Hermitage’s 
beachfront campus, features a lobster feast catered by Michael’s On East, in addition to 
live performances from renowned Hermitage Fellows. The Co-Chairs for the 2025 Artful 
Lobster are Sondra & Gerald Biller and Michael & Carol Clark.  

Betsy Wolfe will soon be seen in the Tony Award-nominated musical Death 
Becomes Her, starring as Madeline Ashton. Most recently, she earned critical acclaim 
as the title role in the new musical JOY, with a score by 2022 Hermitage Major Theater 
Award finalist AnnMarie Milazzo. Betsy previously wrapped her tenure as Anne 
Hathaway in & Juliet, where her celebrated performance was nominated for the 2023 
Tony Award for Best Featured Actress in a Musical. Wolfe is well known for her starring 
turns as Jenna in Sara Bareilles’ Tony Award-nominated musical Waitress, Cordelia in 
the Broadway revival of Falsettos, and Cathy in the first major Off-Broadway revival of 
The Last Five Years. Wolfe made her Metropolitan Opera debut in Die Fledermaus and 
has appeared as a guest artist with more than 60 symphony, pops, and philharmonic 
orchestras worldwide, including the New York Philharmonic, the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra, the New York Pops, and the BBC Orchestra.  

Latvian composer and guitarist Matīss Čudars is the 2023 recipient of the 
Hermitage Prize in Composition, presented in partnership with the Aspen Music 
Festival and School. Čudars draws upon a diverse musical background encompassing 
math rock, jazz, classical music, and improv. Inspired by Latvia's rich traditions in folk 
and choral music, Matīss' work embodies a quest for melodicism and beauty, often 
reflecting the sublime yet understated nature of his motherland. He has a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Jazz Guitar from Amsterdam Conservatory and a Master’s Degree in 
Composition from the Yale School of Music. 

Raleigh Mosely II is the 2024 recipient of the Hermitage Cross Arts 
Collaborative Fellowship and a member of Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe, where 
he has starred as Jimmy Early in Dreamgirls and currently as the title role in Purlie. His 
additional credits with WBTT include Soul Crooners featuring Sistas in the Name of 
Soul at the National Black Theatre Festival, Broadway in Black, Joyful! Joyful!, Marvin 
Gaye: Prince of Soul, In the Heights, and A Motown Christmas. Conductor, pianist, and 
arranger, and arts leader Dr. Joseph Holt, a frequent Hermitage collaborator, will 
provide accompaniment on the keys. 

(Complete bios for artists can be found below.) 
“We are incredibly excited to welcome Betsy Wolfe to the Hermitage to perform 

at our 17th annual Artful Lobster,” says Hermitage Artistic Director and CEO Andy 
Sandberg. “Our paths have crossed for many years in the theater world, and we’re so 
fortunate to have Betsy joining us just weeks before she steps into her newest leading 
role on Broadway! The line-up of talent for this year’s Artful Lobster is truly 
extraordinary, and attendees are in for a real treat.”  
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The Artful Lobster raises vital funds for the Hermitage’s core residency program 
and the many free programs the Hermitage offers throughout the community each year. 
Sponsorship levels for this fundraiser range from $1,500 to $10,000. The event is now 
at capacity; for waitlist inquiries, contact: (941) 475-2098, Ext. 2.  

Community and media partners for the 2025 Hermitage Artful Lobster include 
Gulf Coast Community Foundation, Herald-Tribune Media Group, Key Agency, and 
SRQ Media. A full list of this year’s sponsors, benefactors, and partners can be found at 
HermitageArtistRetreat.org/ArtfulLobster2025/.  

A leading national arts incubator, the Hermitage is the only major arts organization 
in Florida’s Gulf Coast exclusively committed to supporting the development and 
creation of new work across all artistic disciplines. The Hermitage hosts artists on its 
Gulf Coast Manasota Key campus for multi-week residencies, where diverse and 
accomplished artists from around the world and across multiple disciplines create and 
develop new works of theater, music, visual art, literature, dance, film, and more. As 
part of their residencies, Hermitage Fellows participate in free year-round community 
programs, offering audiences in the region a unique opportunity to engage with some of 
the world’s leading artists and to get an authentic “sneak peek” into extraordinary 
projects and artistic minds before their works go on to major galleries, concert halls, 
theaters, and museums around the world. These free and innovative programs include 
performances, conversations, readings, interactive experiences, open studios, school 
programs, teacher workshops, and more, serving thousands in our regional community 
each year. 

For more information about the Hermitage and upcoming programs, visit: 
HermitageArtistRetreat.org. 

 
 
The Hermitage Artist Retreat 
Sarasota County, Florida 
Andy Sandberg, Artistic Director and CEO 
 

The Hermitage is a leading national arts incubator and multidisciplinary artist retreat located on 
Manasota Key, Florida. For more than two decades, the Hermitage has invited accomplished 
artists across multiple disciplines for residencies on its beachfront campus, which is on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Hermitage artists are invited to interact with the local 
community, reaching thousands of Gulf Coast residents and visitors each year with unique and 
inspiring programs. Hermitage Fellows have included 18 Pulitzer Prize winners, Poets Laureate, 
MacArthur ‘Genius’ Fellows, and multiple Tony, Emmy, Grammy, Oscar winners and nominees. 
Works created at this beachside retreat by a diverse and accomplished group of Hermitage alumni 
have gone on to renowned theaters, concert halls, and galleries throughout the world. Each year, 
the Hermitage awards the Hermitage Greenfield Prize for a new work of art, the Hermitage Major 
Theater Award for an original theater commission, and the Aspen Music Festival’s Hermitage 
Prize in Composition. 
  
For more information, visit HermitageArtistRetreat.org. 
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The Hermitage is supported by: 
 

Hermitage programs are supported, in part, by Sarasota County Tourist Development Tax revenues; the 
Welles Murphey Fund at Gulf Coast Community Foundation; Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation; and 
the Community Foundation of Sarasota County. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ANNOUNCED HERMITAGE PROGRAMS: 

 
FALL GALA EVENT – Saturday, November 8 @ 11:30am, “The Artful Lobster: An Outdoor 
Celebration!” at the Historic Hermitage Campus (Manasota Key) 
 

Thursday, November 20 @ 5:30pm, “Hermitage Sunsets @ Selby Gardens: An Evening of 
Scenes & Songs,” featuring Hermitage Fellows Migdalia Cruz and Lauren Marcus, at Selby 
Gardens’ Spanish Point (Osprey)  
Presented in partnership with Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 
 

Wednesday, December 3 @ 5pm, Hermitage Sunsets @ Benderson Park: “The Hermitage 
Cross Arts Collaborative,” featuring Hermitage Fellows Shawn Allison and Tom Lubben, at 
Nathan Benderson Park (Sarasota / Bradenton)  
The Cross Arts Collaborative is made possible with generous support from the Koski Family Foundation. 
Presented in partnership with Nathan Benderson Park Conservancy, ensembleNewSRQ, and Key 
Chorale.  
 

 
 

ARTIST BIOS 
 

Betsy Wolfe 
 

Betsy Wolfe will soon be seen in the Tony Award-nominated musical Death Becomes Her, 
starring as Madeline Ashton. Most recently, she earned critical acclaim as the title role in the new 
musical JOY. She previously wrapped her tenure as Anne Hathaway in & Juliet, where her 
celebrated performance was nominated for the 2023 Tony Award for Best Featured Actress in a 
Musical. Wolfe is well known for her starring turns as Jenna in Sara Bareilles’ Tony Award-
nominated musical Waitress, Cordelia in the Broadway revival of Falsettos, and Cathy in the first 
major Off-Broadway revival of The Last Five Years.  Other Broadway credits include: Bullets Over 
Broadway (Ellen), The Mystery of Edwin Drood (Rosa Bud), 110 in the Shade, and Everyday 
Rapture. Wolfe made her Metropolitan Opera debut in Die Fledermaus and has appeared as a 
guest artist with more than 60 symphony, pops, and philharmonic orchestras worldwide, including 
the New York Philharmonic, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, the New York Pops, and the BBC 
Orchestra. Her screen credits include the holiday film Estella Scrooge: A Christmas Carol With A 
Twist, the indie comedy First One In, and a guest-starring role on the CBS series Instinct. A 
graduate of the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music with a BFA in musical theater, Wolfe is also the 
founder of BroadwayEvolved, a groundbreaking training program for the next generation of 
performers, now in its eighth year. BetsyWolfe.com / BroadwayEvolved.com  
 

Matīss Čudars 
 

Latvian composer and guitar player Matīss Čudars is the 2023 recipient of the Hermitage Prize 
in Composition, presented in partnership with the Aspen Music Festival & School. Čudars draws 
upon a diverse musical background encompassing math rock, jazz, classical music, and improv. 
Inspired by Latvia's rich traditions in folk and choral music, Matīss' work embodies a quest for 
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melodicism and beauty, often reflecting the sublime yet understated nature of his motherland. He 
has a Bachelor’s Degree in Jazz Guitar from Amsterdam Conservatory and a Master’s Degree in 
Composition from the Yale School of Music. 
 

Raleigh Mosely II 
 

Raleigh Mosely II is the 2024 recipient of the Hermitage Cross Arts Collaborative Fellowship 
and a member of Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe, where he has starred as Jimmy Early in 
Dreamgirls and most recently as the title role in Purlie. His additional credits with WBTT include 
Soul Crooners featuring Sistas in The Name of Soul at the National Black Theatre Festival, 
Broadway in Black, Joyful! Joyful!, Marvin Gaye: Prince of Soul, In the Heights, and A Motown 
Christmas. Born and raised in Miami, he earned his BFA in musical theater from the University of 
Central Florida. Additional regional credits include roles in Violet, Ragtime, Broadbend, Arkansas, 
and Oklahoma!, among others. Raleigh is also a composer-musician who has released music on 
all streaming platforms. 
 

Joseph Holt 
 

Dr. Joseph Holt enjoys a wide-ranging musical career as a conductor, pianist, chamber music 
performer, arts administrator, educator, and arranger. He recently celebrated his fifteenth and 
final season as Artistic Director for the Choral Artists Series of Sarasota, and for seven years, he 
served as Director of Artistic Programs for the Artist Series Concerts of Sarasota. Dr. Holt served 
more than twenty years as principal pianist with the United States Army Chorus in Washington, 
DC, performing for US Presidents and dignitaries from around the world. He has accompanied 
many Hermitage artists and often collaborates with the Hermitage through his popular “Music 
Mondays” series. 
 
 
 

HermitageArtistRetreat.org 
 

Facebook / Instagram: @HermitageArtistRetreat 
 


