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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Media Contact: 
 

Hermitage Media Relations; (941) 475-2098, Ext. 8; 
Communications@HermitageArtistRetreat.org 
 

 
 

Announcing Next “Hermitage Sunsets @ Selby Gardens” 
Program on November 20th Featuring Hermitage-Roundabout 

Fellow Migdalia Cruz and Writer-Performer Lauren Marcus 
 

The second installment of this season’s “Hermitage Sunsets @ Selby Gardens” series 
will feature scenes from acclaimed playwright Migdalia Cruz, the latest recipient of the 

Hermitage-Roundabout Fellowship, a partnership with New York’s acclaimed 
Roundabout Theatre Company, and musical excerpts from celebrated writer-performer 

Lauren Marcus. 
 

October 27, 2025 (Sarasota County, Florida) — The Hermitage Artist Retreat 
announces the newest program in its “Hermitage Sunsets @ Selby Gardens” series, an 
ongoing partnership with Marie Selby Botanical Gardens that was established six years 
ago. This new program, “An Evening of Scenes & Songs,” is scheduled for 
Thursday, November 20th at 5:30pm, at Historic Spanish Point in Osprey. “An 
Evening of Scenes & Songs” features two stand-out theater dynamos – Migdalia Cruz, 
honored as a “legacy” by the DGF Legacy Playwrights Initiative, and Lauren Marcus, 
hailed as a “rock star” by BroadwayWorld. Join us as these artists share excerpts from 
their original work in this memorable sunset program. 
          This newly announced event features original work from the latest Hermitage-
Roundabout Fellow, Migdalia Cruz. Tony Award-winning Roundabout Theatre 
Company is the nation’s largest not-for-profit theater with a celebrated history of 
producing iconic works for nearly 60 years. The Hermitage-Roundabout partnership is 
designed to further the Hermitage's mission to inspire and foster the most influential 
and culturally consequential art and artists of our time. This collaboration provides an 
opportunity for some of the theater world's most exciting new voices to explore their 
work at the Hermitage before a potential production at one of the country’s most 
prestigious theatrical institutions. 
          In addition to being a Hermitage-Roundabout Fellow and a DGF Legacy 
Playwright, Migdalia Cruz is a Bronx-born writer, lyricist, translator, and librettist with 
over 60 works performed in 150 venues in 12 countries. Her awards include the NEA, 
McKnight, NYSCA, TCG/Pew, and the 2013 Helen Merrill Distinguished Playwright. 
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Cruz’s voice was nurtured by her mentor María Irene Fornés at INTAR and her eight-
year residency at Latino Chicago Theater Company. She co-chairs the DGF 
Playwriting Fellows, mentors the Latinx Playwrights’ Circle, and has taught at 
Princeton, NYU, IU and as founding member of the Fornés Institute’s Playwriting 
Workshop. Migdalia is an alumna of New Dramatists, a member of the Tent Theater for 
“Vintage” playwrights, and she is recognized in Analola Santana’s book as one of the 
Fifty Key Figures in Latinx and Latin American Theater. 

Hermitage Fellow Lauren Marcus is a multihyphenate actor-singer-writer whose 
work has been seen on stage, screen, and across acclaimed music venues throughout 
New York City. She is known for her Broadway run in the original cast of Be More Chill 
and recently brought the house down every night in the Off-Broadway premiere of The 
Jonathan Larson Project. Lauren is currently co-writing the book for a new musical 
adaptation of the 1985 film Girls Just Want to Have Fun (based on the 1985 Sarah 
Jessica Parker film) for Lively McCabe Entertainment. She is a recipient of the Penn 
State New Musical Theatre Initiative Commission, a two-time finalist for the Jonathan 
Larson Grant, and developed her original television pilot at New York Stage & Film. 
Lauren’s original musical, Lauren and The Case of The Missing Hair (book/music/lyrics), 
is a Relentless Award semifinalist and has received readings from Two River Theater 
and NYC’s legendary Power Station. As a singer-songwriter, Lauren released her debut 
EP, Never Really Done With You, in 2016. She recently held two sold-out residencies at 
Rockwood Music Hall, and is currently finishing her first full-length album. Lauren is an 
alumnus of the Johnny Mercer Foundation Songwriters Project. She holds a Bachelor of 
Music from New York University and a Master of Arts from the Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland. 

(Full program details and artist bios are provided below.) 
Each program in the “Hermitage Sunsets @ Selby Gardens” features a 

celebrated Hermitage artist (or artists) sharing their original work with the greater 
Sarasota and Manatee communities. This outdoor series features performances and 
explorations of works-in-progress by Hermitage artists-in-residence and alumni. The 
Hermitage’s most recent “Hermitage Sunsets @ Selby Gardens: A Viola Performance 
and Artistic Discussion,” featured world-renowned violist and Artistic Director of the 
Grammy Award-winning quartet ETHEL, Ralph Farris, and Hermitage Artistic Director 
and CEO Andy Sandberg. Last year’s “Hermitage Sunsets @ Selby Gardens” 
spotlighted the works and talents of 2023 Hermitage Greenfield Prize finalist Britton 
Smith, internationally celebrated flutist Claire Chase, world-renowned pianist and 
composer Vijay Iyer, Tony Award-nominated Broadway performer Leslie Rodriguez 
Kritzer, West End composer and lyricist Mark Sonnenblick, acclaimed singer-
songwriter Julian Hornik, and 2025 Hermitage Greenfield Prize Winner and sound 
artist Rucyl Mills.  
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Previous seasons of “Hermitage Sunsets @ Selby Gardens” have included 
Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award winner Michael R. Jackson; celebrated mime and 
storyteller Bill Bowers; internationally renowned composer and singer Kavita Shah; 
award-winning Chicago playwright Terry Guest; Kleban Prize winner César Alvarez, 
world-renowned violinist and Beyoncé collaborator Lady Jess; Hermitage Curatorial 
Council member Nataki Garrett; acclaimed classical harpist Ashley Jackson; 
interdisciplinary performance artist Ni’Ja Whitson; opera singer and Sarasota native 
Thea Lobo; composer Sofía Rocha, winner of the Hermitage Prize in Composition at 
the Aspen Music Festival; Tony Award-winning Broadway producer Tom Kirdahy; 
Hermitage Major Theater Award Winner Shariffa Ali; celebrated cellist Karen 
Patterson; award-winning flutist Emi Ferguson with classical composer Jim 
Stephenson; and more. 

All Hermitage programs are free and open to the public (with a $5/person 
registration fee), offering Gulf Coast audiences a rare chance to engage and interact 
with some of the world’s leading talent. Due to capacity limitations, registration is 
required at HermitageArtistRetreat.org.  

Please note: due to the ongoing campus recovery and shifting residency 
schedules, Hermitage programs throughout the remainder of 2025 will continue to be 
announced on shorter notice than usual. Audiences are encouraged to keep an eye on 
HermitageArtistRetreat.org, where newly added events will be added as they open for 
registration. 

A leading national arts incubator, the Hermitage is the only major arts 
organization in Florida’s Gulf Coast exclusively committed to supporting the 
development and creation of new work across all artistic disciplines. The Hermitage 
hosts artists on its Gulf Coast Manasota Key campus for multi-week residencies, where 
diverse and accomplished artists from around the world and across multiple disciplines 
create and develop new works of theater, music, visual art, literature, dance, film, and 
more. As part of their residencies, Hermitage Fellows participate in free year-round 
community programs, offering audiences in the region a unique opportunity to engage 
with some of the world’s leading artists and to get an authentic “sneak peek” into 
extraordinary projects and artistic minds before their works go on to major galleries, 
concert halls, theaters, and museums around the world. These free and innovative 
programs include performances, conversations, readings, music concerts, interactive 
experiences, open studios, school programs, teacher workshops, and more, serving 
thousands in our regional community each year. 
 
 
 
The Hermitage Artist Retreat 
Sarasota County, Florida 
Andy Sandberg, Artistic Director and CEO 
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The Hermitage is a leading national arts incubator and multidisciplinary artist retreat located on 
Manasota Key, Florida. For more than two decades, the Hermitage has invited accomplished 
artists across multiple disciplines for residencies on its beachfront campus, which is on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Hermitage artists are invited to interact with the local 
community, reaching thousands of Gulf Coast residents and visitors each year with unique and 
inspiring programs. Hermitage Fellows have included 18 Pulitzer Prize winners, Poets Laureate, 
MacArthur ‘Genius’ Fellows, and multiple Tony, Emmy, Grammy, Oscar winners and nominees. 
Works created at this beachside retreat by a diverse and accomplished group of Hermitage alumni 
have gone on to renowned theaters, concert halls, and galleries throughout the world. Each year, 
the Hermitage awards the Hermitage Greenfield Prize for a new work of art or performance, the 
Hermitage Major Theater Award for an original theater commission, and the Aspen Music 
Festival’s Hermitage Prize in Composition. 
  

For more information, visit HermitageArtistRetreat.org. 
 
The Hermitage is supported by: 
 

Hermitage programs are supported, in part, by Sarasota County Tourist Development Tax revenues; the 
Welles Murphey Fund at Gulf Coast Community Foundation; Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation; and 
the Community Foundation of Sarasota County. 
 

 
FULL PROGRAM DETAILS 

 
Newly Announced Hermitage Program: 
 
Hermitage Sunsets @ Selby Gardens: “An Evening of Scenes & Songs,” featuring Migdalia 
Cruz and Tom Lauren Marcus, Thursday, November 20 @ 5:30pm: Two stand-out theater 
dynamos – one hailed as a “legacy” (DGF Legacy Playwrights Initiative) and one as a “rock star” 
(BroadwayWorld) – share excerpts from their original work in this memorable sunset program. 
Migdalia Cruz has earned her claim to “legacy” through a prolific playwriting career that spans 
over 40 years and 60 works that embody her expansive imagination and explorations of love, 
grief, and liminal space. Her plays have been produced across 150 venues in 40 cities in 12 
countries. Lauren Marcus is a beloved “rock star” of the New York theater scene – actor, writer, 
and singer-songwriter are all hats she comfortably and regularly shifts between. She is known for 
her Broadway run in the original cast of Be More Chill and recently brought the house down in the 
Off-Broadway premiere of The Jonathan Larson Project. In addition to her acting credits, Lauren 
is developing several musical projects and working on her first full-length album. Presented in 
partnership with Marie Selby Botanical Gardens. Estimated running time: 60-70 minutes; Selby 
Gardens Historic Spanish Point Campus (Osprey), 401 North Tamiami Trail, Osprey, FL 
34229.  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
ALL ANNOUNCED HERMITAGE PROGRAMS: 

 

FALL GALA EVENT – Saturday, November 8 @ 11:30am, “The Artful Lobster: An Outdoor 
Celebration!” at the Historic Hermitage Campus (Manasota Key) 
 

Thursday, November 20 @ 5:30pm, “Hermitage Sunsets @ Selby Gardens: An Evening of 
Scenes & Songs,” featuring Hermitage Fellows Migdalia Cruz and Lauren Marcus, at Selby 
Gardens’ Spanish Point (Osprey)  
Presented in partnership with Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 
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Wednesday, December 3 @ 5pm, Hermitage Sunsets @ Benderson Park: “The Hermitage 
Cross Arts Collaborative,” featuring Hermitage Fellows Shawn Allison and Tom Lubben, at 
Nathan Benderson Park (Sarasota / Bradenton)  
The Cross Arts Collaborative is made possible with generous support from the Koski Family Foundation. 
Presented in partnership with Nathan Benderson Park Conservancy, ensembleNewSRQ, and Key 
Chorale.  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ARTIST BIOS 

 
Migdalia Cruz 

 

Hermitage-Roundabout Fellow Migdalia Cruz, 2023 DGF Legacy and 2025 ‘Refocus @ 
Roundabout’ playwright, is a Bronx-born writer, lyricist, translator, and librettist with over 60 works 
performed in 150 venues in 12 countries. Her awards include the NEA, McKnight, NYSCA, 
TCG/Pew, and the 2013 Helen Merrill Distinguished Playwright. Cruz’s voice was nurtured by her 
mentor María Irene Fornés at INTAR and her eight-year residency at Latino Chicago Theater 
Company. She co-chairs the DGF Playwriting Fellows, mentors the Latinx Playwrights’ Circle, 
and has taught at Princeton, NYU, IU and as founding member of the Fornés Institute’s Playwriting 
Workshop. Migdalia is an alumna of New Dramatists, a member of the Tent Theater for “Vintage” 
playwrights, and is one of the “Fifty Key Figures in Latinx and Latin American Theater.” Her 
essays/interviews/plays are published in several books including: Shakespeare And Latinidad, 
Diasporic Journeys: Interviews with Puerto Rican Writers in the U.S., Fornés In Context, El Grito 
Del Bronx & Other Plays by Migdalia Cruz, and The Impossible Plays of Migdalia Cruz. 2025-26 
Projects: What If Under The Bed…? at Nylon Fusion (NYC); Macbeth (Cruz’s translation) at the 
Magic Theatre (S.F.); and a punk adaptation of Richard III. Her Macbeth and Richard III podcasts 
are available at nextchapterpodcasts.com/playonpodcasts. MigdaliaCruz.com 
 

Lauren Marcus 
 

Hermitage Fellow Lauren Marcus is a multihyphenate actor-singer-writer whose work has been 
seen on stage, screen, and across acclaimed music venues throughout New York City. Lauren is 
currently co-writing the book for a new musical adaptation of the 1985 film Girls Just Want to Have 
Fun (based on the 1985 Sarah Jessica Parker film) for Lively McCabe Entertainment. She is a 
recipient of the 2021 Penn State New Musical Theatre Initiative Commission, a 2021 and 2023 
finalist for the Jonathan Larson Grant, a 2022 semifinalist for the O’Neill, and developed her 
original television pilot at New York Stage & Film. Lauren’s original musical, Lauren and The Case 
of The Missing Hair (book/music/lyrics), is a 2022 Relentless Award Semifinalist and has received 
readings from Two River Theater and NYC’s legendary Power Station. As a singer-songwriter, 
Lauren released her debut EP, Never Really Done With You, in 2016. She recently held two sold-
out residencies at Rockwood Music Hall, and is currently finishing her first full-length album. 
Lauren is an alumnus of the Johnny Mercer Foundation Songwriters Project. She holds a 
Bachelor of Music from New York University and a Master of Arts from the Royal Conservatoire 
of Scotland. 
 
 

HermitageArtistRetreat.org 
 

Facebook / Instagram: @HermitageArtistRetreat 
 


