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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Media Contact: 
 

Hermitage Media Relations; (941) 475-2098, Ext. 8; 
Communications@HermitageArtistRetreat.org 
 

 
 

“Hermitage Sunsets @ Benderson Park” 
Announces December 3rd Program Featuring the 2025 

Hermitage Cross Arts Collaborative Fellows, Supporting 
Sarasota Artists and Partner Performing Arts Institutions 

 

The first installment of this season’s “Hermitage Sunsets @ Benderson Park” series 
will feature the 2025 Hermitage Cross Arts Collaborative Fellows – composers, 
musicians, and performers Shawn Allison (ensembleNewSRQ) and Tom Lubben 

(Key Chorale). 
 

October 20, 2025 (Sarasota County, Florida) — The Hermitage Artist Retreat 
announces the newest program in its “Hermitage Sunsets @ Benderson Park” series, 
an ongoing partnership with Nathan Benderson Park Conservancy that was 
established in 2023. The new program, presented in partnership with 
ensembleNewSRQ and Key Chorale, is scheduled for Wednesday, December 3rd at 
5pm, featuring Shawn Allison, a musician, composer, and frequent collaborator with 
ensembleNewSRQ; and Tom Lubben, a performer, musician, and member of the 
Lubben Brothers, a folk trio developing music with Key Chorale. Both talented artists 
were selected for the fourth year of the Hermitage Cross Arts Collaborative program, 
supporting Sarasota’s thriving arts scene by offering performing artists at collaborating 
institutions the gift of time and space to focus on generating new works of their own 
creation. The Hermitage Cross Arts Collaborative, made possible with generous 
support from the Koski Family Foundation, is designed to give frequent performers 
and company members from leading Sarasota arts organizations a chance to expand 
their artistic practice from ‘performer’ to ‘creator.’ 

Shawn Allison’s compositions have been described as “playful and inventive” 
(Chicago Sun-Times), “vividly imagistic” (Lucid Culture), “smartly crafted,” “lyrical, 
otherworldly,” and “intriguing” (Chicago Classical Review). Shawn seeks to connect 
listeners to shared emotional spaces via evocative images and symbols with mythical 
significance. He and his wife, pianist Abbey Allison, serve together as music co-
directors at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Greater Naples, and he is 
currently a visiting professor at Florida Gulf Coast University.  
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Tom Lubben, along with his two triplet brothers, is a founding member of The 
Lubben Brothers, musicians pioneering original music rich in lyrical sensitivity, vocal 
harmonies, and the timeless, multicultural American folk tradition. For the past several 
years, Tom Lubben has collaborated with Joseph Caulkins and Key Chorale to create 
the musical program “American Storytellers,” which resurrects iconic moments in 
American popular music and celebrates their timelessness and relevancy. The focus of 
this project reaches the deepest roots of what made the Lubben Brothers who they are 
and has become one of the most rewarding projects Tom has adopted. Lubben has also 
written book, lyrics, and music for several musicals, and he has created many 
arrangements for he and his brothers to perform. With deep roots both in the Celtic and 
classical worlds, the Lubben Brothers tour nationally and have a growing catalogue of 
music streaming on every digital platform. 

(Full program details for all events and artist bios are provided below.) 
Past seasons of “Hermitage Sunsets @ NBP” have featured a performance and 

presentation from playwright, director, and performer Madeline Sayet, who is known for 
her work in contemporary Native American theater and indigenizing Western classics; 
readings of original work from celebrated Hermitage playwrights Terry Guest and 
James Anthony Tyler; a memorable evening of music showcasing the talents of two 
past Hermitage Greenfield Prize finalists, Kamala Sankaram and Etienne Charles; an 
improvisational jazz experience featuring two of the industry’s most innovative 
composers and trumpet players, Chris Ryan Williams and Amir ElSaffar; and a 
concert featuring the pop, rock, and folk music of award-winning composer and 
Hermitage alumna Zoe Sarnak.  

Each program in the “Hermitage Sunsets @ Benderson Park” features a 
celebrated Hermitage artist (or artists) sharing their original work with the greater 
Sarasota and Manatee communities. This outdoor series features performances and 
explorations of works-in-progress by Hermitage artists-in-residence and alumni. 
“Hermitage Sunsets @ Benderson Park” events take place by Benderson Lake near the 
Nathan Benderson Family Finish Tower (5851 Nathan Benderson Circle, Sarasota, FL 
34235).  

The next “Hermitage Sunsets @ Benderson Park” program is scheduled for 
Thursday, February 5th, 2026, with an artist to be announced. 

All Hermitage programs are free and open to the public (with a $5/person 
registration fee), offering Gulf Coast audiences a rare chance to engage and interact 
with some of the world’s leading talent. Due to capacity limitations, registration is 
required at HermitageArtistRetreat.org.  

Please note: due to the ongoing campus recovery and shifting residency 
schedules, Hermitage programs throughout the remainder of 2025 will continue to be 
announced on shorter notice than usual. Audiences are encouraged to keep an eye on 
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HermitageArtistRetreat.org, where newly added events will be added as they open for 
registration. 

A leading national arts incubator, the Hermitage is the only major arts 
organization in Florida’s Gulf Coast exclusively committed to supporting the 
development and creation of new work across all artistic disciplines. The Hermitage 
hosts artists on its Gulf Coast Manasota Key campus for multi-week residencies, where 
diverse and accomplished artists from around the world and across multiple disciplines 
create and develop new works of theater, music, visual art, literature, dance, film, and 
more. As part of their residencies, Hermitage Fellows participate in free year-round 
community programs, offering audiences in the region a unique opportunity to engage 
with some of the world’s leading artists and to get an authentic “sneak peek” into 
extraordinary projects and artistic minds before their works go on to major galleries, 
concert halls, theaters, and museums around the world. These free and innovative 
programs include performances, conversations, readings, music concerts, interactive 
experiences, open studios, school programs, teacher workshops, and more, serving 
thousands in our regional community each year. 
 
 
 
The Hermitage Artist Retreat 
Sarasota County, Florida 
Andy Sandberg, Artistic Director and CEO 
 

The Hermitage is a leading national arts incubator and multidisciplinary artist retreat located on 
Manasota Key, Florida. For more than two decades, the Hermitage has invited accomplished 
artists across multiple disciplines for residencies on its beachfront campus, which is on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Hermitage artists are invited to interact with the local 
community, reaching thousands of Gulf Coast residents and visitors each year with unique and 
inspiring programs. Hermitage Fellows have included 18 Pulitzer Prize winners, Poets Laureate, 
MacArthur ‘Genius’ Fellows, and multiple Tony, Emmy, Grammy, Oscar winners and nominees. 
Works created at this beachside retreat by a diverse and accomplished group of Hermitage alumni 
have gone on to renowned theaters, concert halls, and galleries throughout the world. Each year, 
the Hermitage awards the Hermitage Greenfield Prize for a new work of art or performance, the 
Hermitage Major Theater Award for an original theater commission, and the Aspen Music 
Festival’s Hermitage Prize in Composition. 
  

For more information, visit HermitageArtistRetreat.org. 
 
The Hermitage is supported by: 
 

Hermitage programs are supported, in part, by Sarasota County Tourist Development Tax revenues; the 
Welles Murphey Fund at Gulf Coast Community Foundation; Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation; and 
the Community Foundation of Sarasota County. 
 
ensembleNEWSRQ 
 

Founded by violinist Samantha Bennett and percussionist George Nickson, ensembleNEWSRQ 
(enSRQ) is a versatile chamber music ensemble in Sarasota, FL, dedicated to playing and 
advocating for the music of contemporary composers. Through thoughtfully curated and 
innovative programs, enSRQ demonstrates how contemporary music is a reflection of our world 
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and cultural experience. The ensemble strives to manifest the creativity of the current generation 
and inspire audiences to participate in musical culture in a profound way. Since its inception in 
2015, enSRQ has presented over 250 works, 19 commissions, 18 world premieres, 25 North 
American premieres, and over 150 Florida premieres from a wide-ranging and ever-increasing 
demographic of outstanding composers. Now in its 10th Season, enSRQ remains committed to 
expanding its reach to new audiences and fostering the next generation of music lovers and 
concertgoers. ensrq.org 
 
Key Chorale 
 

Key Chorale, the Suncoast’s premiere symphonic chorus, is dedicated to transforming lives 
through innovative programming, artistic excellence, educational outreach and service to the 
community. Led by Joseph Caulkins, Key Chorale produces high quality collaborative musical 
events that engage and enrich our community. Through dynamic collaborations with Westcoast 
Black Theatre Troupe, The Sarasota Ballet, The Venice Symphony, The Circus Arts 
Conservatory, and more, Key Chorale is able to create unforgettable programs that continue to 
push the boundaries of choral music. keychorale.org 
 
Nathan Benderson Park Conservancy 
 

The Nathan Benderson Park Conservancy is a not-for-profit 501c3 business created to manage 
Nathan Benderson Park, a community/public asset and world-class, multi-use sports venue. 
NBPC’s mission is to improve the quality of life for our community and be an economic generator 
for our region. The Conservancy’s primary purpose is to develop and promote the park as a world-
class event center, team training site, and Sarasota County Park while providing outreach 
programs through recreation, safety training, education, and volunteering as a service to our 
community. See more at NathanBendersonPark.org. 
 
 
 

 
 

FULL PROGRAM DETAILS 
 

Newly Announced Hermitage Program: 
 

• Hermitage Sunsets @ Benderson Park: “The Hermitage Cross Arts Collaborative,” 
featuring Shawn Allison and Tom Lubben, Wednesday, December 3 @ 5pm: The 
Hermitage Cross Arts Collaborative is an annual residency program focused on 
supporting the incredible talent of artists frequently featured on Sarasota stages. Now in 
its fourth year, we celebrate two singular artists who are injecting life into every note on 
the page. This year’s recipients are performers and musicians Shawn Allison 
(ensembleNew SRQ) and Tom Lubben (Key Chorale). From very different angles, each 
of these artists makes music with a unique creative force. Hear selections from these two 
talented musical artists as they share excerpts of work created while in residence at the 
Hermitage. The Hermitage Cross Arts Collaborative initiative is made possible with 
generous support from the Koski Family Foundation. Presented in partnership with Nathan 
Benderson Park Conservancy, ensembleNewSRQ, and Key Chorale. Estimated running 
time: 60-70 minutes; Nathan Benderson Park (Sarasota), 5851 Nathan Benderson 
Circle, Sarasota, FL 34235.  

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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ALL ANNOUNCED HERMITAGE PROGRAMS: 

 
LAST WEEK TO REGISTER – Thursday, October 23 @ 5:30pm, Hermitage Sunsets @ 
Selby Gardens: “A Viola Performance and Artistic Discussion,” featuring Hermitage 
Fellow Ralph Farris and Hermitage Artistic Director and CEO Andy Sandberg, at Marie 
Selby Botanical Gardens (Downtown Sarasota)  
Presented in partnership with Marie Selby Botanical Gardens.  
 

FALL GALA EVENT – Saturday, November 8 @ 11:30am, “The Artful Lobster: An Outdoor 
Celebration!” at the Historic Hermitage Campus (Manasota Key) 
 

Wednesday, December 3 @ 5pm, Hermitage Sunsets @ Benderson Park: “The Hermitage 
Cross Arts Collaborative,” featuring Hermitage Fellows Shawn Allison and Tom Lubben, at 
Nathan Benderson Park (Sarasota / Bradenton)  
The Hermitage Cross Arts Collaborative initiative is made possible with generous support from the Koski 
Family Foundation. Presented in partnership with Nathan Benderson Park Conservancy, 
ensembleNewSRQ, and Key Chorale.  
 

Thursday, February 5 @ 5pm, “Hermitage Sunsets @ Benderson Park,” at Nathan 
Benderson Park (Sarasota / Bradenton)  
Presented in partnership with Nathan Benderson Park Conservancy 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ARTIST BIOS 

 
Shawn Allison 

 

Shawn Allison (ensembleNewSRQ) is a 2025 Hermitage Cross Arts Collaborative Fellow.  His 
compositions have been described as “playful and inventive” (Chicago Sun-Times), “vividly imagistic” (Lucid 
Culture), “smartly crafted,” “lyrical, otherworldly,” and “intriguing” (Chicago Classical Review). Shawn seeks 
to connect listeners to shared emotional spaces via evocative images and symbols with mythical 
significance. He has worked with ensembles such as Eighth Blackbird, Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, 
International Contemporary Ensemble, New Fromm Players, Spektral Quartet, Third Coast Percussion, 
Cadillac Moon Ensemble, ensembleNewSRQ, and Cantus. His music has been selected for performance 
at the Bowdoin, SICPP, Tanglewood, Wellesley, June in Buffalo, and Fast Forward Austin music festivals. 
He and his wife, pianist Abbey Allison, serve together as music co-directors at the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Greater Naples, and he is currently a visiting professor at Florida Gulf Coast University. 
Shawn holds degrees from St. Olaf College and Ithaca College, and he is currently a PhD candidate at the 
University of Chicago, where he has studied with Augusta Read Thomas and Shulamit Ran. 
 

Tom Lubben 
 

Tom Lubben (Key Chorale) is a 2025 Hermitage Cross Arts Collaborative Fellow. Along with his two triplet 
brothers, Tom is a founding member of The Lubben Brothers, musicians pioneering original music rich in 
lyrical sensitivity, vocal harmonies, and the timeless, multicultural American folk tradition. For the past 
several years, Tom Lubben has collaborated with Joseph Caulkins and Key Chorale to create a musical 
program, American Storytellers, that resurrects iconic moments in American popular music and celebrates 
their timelessness and relevancy. The focus of this project reaches the deepest roots of what made the 
Lubben Brothers who they are, and has become one of the most rewarding projects Tom has adopted. In 
addition, Lubben has written book, lyrics, and music for several musicals, and created many arrangements 
for he and his brothers to perform. With deep roots both in the Celtic and classical worlds, The Lubben 
Brothers tour nationally and have a growing catalogue of music streaming on every digital platform.  
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HermitageArtistRetreat.org 
 

Facebook / Instagram: @HermitageArtistRetreat 
 
 


