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Two World-Class Exhibitions of Hermitage Artists to Premiere at
Sarasota Art Museum

Twelve visual artist alumni of the Hermitage Artist Retreat, including two past Hermitage Greenfield
Prize Winners, will have their works shown at Sarasota Art Museum in two groundbreaking new
exhibits this spring. “Impact: Contemporary Artists at the Hermitage Artist Retreat,” curated by
former Hermitage Curatorial Council member Dan Cameron, opens in March, and “The Truth of
the Night Sky,” a collaboration between Hermitage Fellows Anne Patterson and Patrick Harlin,
opens in April.

February 22, 2024 (Sarasota County, Florida) — The Hermitage Artist Retreat is pleased to
announce two exhibitions opening at the Sarasota Art Museum in the spring of 2024, featuring a
collective twelve Hermitage Fellows, including two past winners of the Hermitage Greenfield Prize.
Impact: Contemporary Artists at the Hermitage Artist Retreat (March 10 to July 7, 2024) is
curated by former Hermitage National Curatorial Council member Dan Cameron and features the
work of ten award-winning Hermitage visual artists. The Truth of the Night Sky (April 21 to
September 29, 2024) is the result of a collaboration that sparked on Manasota Key between two
celebrated Hermitage Fellows — visual artist Anne Patterson and composer Patrick Harlin. These
two Hermitage artist exhibitions will be running concurrently at SAM from April 21 through July 7,
2024.

Impact: Contemporary Artists at the Hermitage Artist Retreat opens on March 10, 2024,
and will be on display to the public through July 7, 2024. This exhibition will feature work from ten
nationally and internationally renowned Hermitage alumni artists: Diana Al-Hadid, Sanford Biggers
(2010 Hermitage Greenfield Prize winner), Chitra Ganesh, Todd Gray, Trenton Doyle Hancock
(2013 Hermitage Greenfield Prize winner), Michelle Lopez, Ted Riederer, the late John Sims,
Kukuli Velarde, and William Villalongo. A key factor these ten artists have in common is that over
the past two decades, each has been a Fellow at the Hermitage Artist Retreat on Manasota Key — a
unique experience that contributed to each of their creative processes in a variety of ways. Overseen
by guest curator and former Hermitage Curatorial Council member Dan Cameron, Impact represents
the first major exhibition in collaboration between the Hermitage and Sarasota Art Museum. The
exhibit will feature work across a range of media, including sculpture, painting, installation, video,
photography, printmaking, ceramics, textiles, and social practice. Sanford Biggers, a distinguished
Hermitage alumnus and internationally renowned artist, is also now a member of the Hermitage’s
National Curatorial Council and was a featured guest speaker at the 2023 Hermitage Greenfield Prize
Dinner.



“Being the inaugural recipient of the Hermitage Greenfield Prize in Visual Art could not have
come at a more crucial moment in my artistic journey,” said Biggers. “The Codex and Code Switch
projects that I'm so proud of — and still exploring — were born because of my time at the Hermitage
providing me the space to experiment and forge connections while | was there. I'm very glad to now
be on the National Curatorial Council. | have been the beneficiary of such kindness and | take the
opportunity to pay it forward very seriously and introduce new artists to this remarkable place.”

“We are excited to be partnering with Sarasota Art Museum to share the work of these ten
extraordinary Hermitage artists with our community,” said Hermitage Artistic Director and CEO Andy
Sandberg. “These are some of the leading contemporary artists of this generation, and we are proud
that the Hermitage has played a role in shaping and supporting each of their unique practices. Now,
thanks to this world-class exhibition at Sarasota Art Museum, the Gulf Coast will get to experience
more fully realized work from these visionary creators — including the work of past Hermitage
Greenfield Prize winners Sanford Biggers and Trenton Doyle Hancock — under the expert curatorial
hand of Dan Cameron. These ten artists present creative ideas that trace their roots and inspiration
back to their time here on Manasota Key.”

“The opportunity to work on a curatorial project that brings a vital part of the Hermitage Artist
Retreat’s story to the Sarasota Art Museum, while giving me the chance to collaborate with some
incredible Hermitage Fellows in the field of visual art is pretty much a dream come true,” added Dan
Cameron.

The Truth of the Night Sky, a Hermitage collaboration, is the second exhibition of Hermitage
alumni premiering at Sarasota Art Museum this spring — opening on April 21, 2024 and remaining on
display through September 29, 2024. After meeting while in residence at the Hermitage Artist Retreat
ten years ago and building on their friendship and collaboration, multidisciplinary visual artist Anne
Patterson and composer / soundscape artist Patrick Harlin have joined forces to develop this one-
of-a-kind immersive experience. Patterson, who is familiar to Sarasota audiences from previous
exhibitions at The Ringling Museum and whose “Divine Pathways” is currently represented in New
York at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, is widely celebrated for her grand environments that
immerse the viewer and surround the senses. A distinguished Hermitage alumna with an impressive
background in immersive exhibitions and theatrical design, Anne Patterson has frequently
collaborated with musicians, including fellow Hermitage alum Patrick Harlin, to design mesmerizing
environments. For this collaborative project, Patterson and Harlin are expanding upon Harlin’s original
composition Earthrise (2022), an orchestral piece inspired by the eponymous photograph (1968)
taken by Apollo 8 astronaut William Anders on humanity’s first-ever trip around the moon. The original
composition by Patrick Harlin, who was also the very first recipient of the Hermitage Prize in
Composition at the Aspen Music Festival, will play as visitors pass through the galleries. The
exhibition will feature several works by Patterson, as well as a suspended tree and her signature satin
ribbon installation work. With each step, visitors will travel imaginatively through space and time. Of
their time at the Hermitage Artist Retreat, Patterson and Harlin are fond of saying that their
experience was invaluable to their craft and their collaboration, allowing them to achieve new heights,
find a unique environmental inspiration, and explore new possibilities in their work.

“I am thrilled for the opportunity to present a new body of work on Florida’s Gulf Coast through
this inspired collaboration between the Hermitage and Sarasota Art Museum,” said Anne Patterson.



“Receiving both space to create and space to present from these two institutions is indeed a
wonderful gift.”

Located on Manasota Key, many artists who are invited to make work on the Hermitage's
historic campus note the immediacy of the vibrant night sky around them, augmented by the crashing
waves only steps away to create a primal and inspirational connection to nature. The Truth of the
Night Sky conveys the sense of collective awe and wonderment we may feel under the dome of the
stars or in the vibrating air of a concert hall, and it thus channels a message of hope and unity.

“The Hermitage is an amazing place to create,” said Patrick Harlin. “Winning the Hermitage
Prize in Composition and meeting Anne has sparked a number of collaborations which would not
have occurred otherwise. Every night we would talk about how nature inspires our work and what we
were making. It's amazing to realize, years later, how much new work is created at the Hermitage,
ours and others, that is now out in the world.”

“‘Anne Patterson and Patrick Harlin are both extraordinary talents whose passion for
collaboration and ‘big’ ideas embody the mission and spirit of the Hermitage,” said Hermitage Artistic
Director and CEO Andy Sandberg. “It is thrilling to be able to see a creative partnership take shape,
and then to witness these two brilliant minds melding as their concepts evolve from the earliest
stages to a fully realized immersive exhibition. We’re excited for Sarasota audiences to experience
Anne and Patrick’s vision coming to life at the Sarasota Art Museum, and it's particularly exciting that
audiences can experience this alongside SAM'’s concurrent exhibit, “Impact: Contemporary Artists at
the Hermitage Artist Retreat.”

Anne Patterson and Patrick Harlin have also been collaborating separately on a new oratorio
based on Hermann Hesse’s Siddhartha, alongside two additional Hermitage alumni who they met
during their residency — Grammy Award-winning contemporary classical composer Christopher
Theofanidis and celebrated poet Melissa Studdard.

The Hermitage frequently offers Sarasota audiences a first glimpse into live performances from
artists working in music, theater, dance, and more. This collaboration with Sarasota Art Museum will
provide Gulf Coast audiences the opportunity to experience more fully realized works of visual art
created by acclaimed Hermitage artists.

“The Hermitage has nurtured and supported hundreds of artists since its inception,” said
Sarasota Art Museum Executive Director Virginia Shearer. “It is an honor to highlight the important
role the Hermitage plays in advancing creative practice and building a rich network of artists who
continue to impact and inform the cultural life of our city, and beyond.”

“We are honored to be partnering with Sarasota Art Museum as they showcase and celebrate
the work of so many extraordinary Hermitage artists,” said Hermitage Artistic Director and CEO Andy
Sandberg. “While all Hermitage Fellows offer our community a ‘sneak peek’ into their work and
creative process, these world-class exhibitions will offer Sarasota audiences a more complete look at
the expansive talent of these diverse and accomplished visual artists, whose creations often take
years to complete.”

A leading national arts incubator, the Hermitage is the only major arts organization in Florida’s
Gulf Coast exclusively committed to supporting the development and creation of new work across all
artistic disciplines. The Hermitage hosts artists on its Gulf Coast Manasota Key campus for multi-
week residencies, where diverse and accomplished artists from around the world and across multiple
disciplines create and develop new works of theater, music, visual art, literature, dance, film, and



more. As part of their residencies, Hermitage Fellows participate in free community programs, offering
audiences in the region a unique opportunity to engage with some of the world’s leading artists and to
get an authentic “sneak peek” into extraordinary projects and artistic minds before their works go on
to major galleries, concert halls, theaters, and museums around the world. These free and innovative
programs include performances, conversations, readings, interactive experiences, open studios,
school programs, teacher workshops, and more, serving thousands in our regional community each
year.

For more information about the Hermitage and upcoming programs, visit:
HermitageArtistRetreat.org.

The Hermitage Artist Retreat
Sarasota County, Florida
Andy Sandberg, Atrtistic Director and CEO

The Hermitage is a leading national arts incubator and nonprofit artist retreat located on Manasota Key, Florida.
For more than two decades, the Hermitage has invited accomplished artists across multiple disciplines for
residencies on its beachfront campus, which is on the National Register of Historic Places. Hermitage artists are
invited to interact with the local community, reaching thousands of Gulf Coast residents and visitors each year
with unique and inspiring programs. Hermitage Fellows have included 15 Pulitzer Prize winners, Poets Laureate,
MacArthur ‘Genius’ Fellows, and multiple Tony, Emmy, Grammy, Oscar winners and nominees. Works created
at this beachside retreat by a diverse and accomplished group of Hermitage alumni have gone on to renowned
theaters, concert halls, and galleries throughout the world. Each year, the Hermitage awards the Hermitage
Greenfield Prize for a new work of art, the Hermitage Major Theater Award for an original theater commission,
and the Aspen Music Festival’'s Hermitage Prize in Composition.

For more information, visit HermitageArtistRetreat.org.

The Hermitage is supported by:

Hermitage programs are supported, in part, by Sarasota County Tourist Development Tax Revenues; the State of Florida,
Department of State, Division of Arts and Culture, the Florida Council on Arts and Culture, and the National Endowment for
the Arts; as well as the Gulf Coast Community Foundation, Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation, and the Community
Foundation of Sarasota County.

Sarasota Art Museum

Sarasota Art Museum of Ringling College of Art and Design is a dynamic laboratory for the exploration and
advancement of contemporary art. As Sarasota’s only museum solely focused on contemporary artists and their
work, Sarasota Art Museum offers visitors a place to see thought-provoking exhibitions and participate in
education programs that start conversations and amplify the city’s creative spirit. Located in the historic Sarasota
High School, Sarasota Art Museum opened to the public in 2019 and features 15,000 square feet of dedicated
exhibition space, the outdoor Marcy & Michael Klein Plaza, the Great Lawn featuring temporary sculpture and
site-specific installations, Bistro and SHOP. Sarasota Art Museum is home to a robust portfolio of education
programs for all ages, including the Studios @ SAM, a vibrant studio arts program, and the Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute (OLLI) at Ringling College, which offers a variety of courses for adult learners.

For more information, visit SarasotaArtMuseum.org.

ALL ANNOUNCED FEBRUARY AND MARCH HERMITAGE PROGRAMS:

Friday, February 23 @ 5pm, “Live Arts in Museum Spaces,” with Hermitage Curatorial Council Member
Limor Tomer, at the Ringling Museum (Sarasota)
Presented in partnership with The Ringling Museum




Friday, March 1 @ 5:30pm, “Stories in Light and Sound,” with 2023 Hermitage Greenfield Prize finalist
Maura Brewer and returning Hermitage Fellow David ‘Doc’ Wallace, at the Hermitage Beach (Manasota
Key)

RECENTLY ANNOUNCED! — Monday, March 4 @ 5:30pm, “Dancing through Life with James
Whiteside,” with Hermitage Fellow and American Ballet Theatre Principal Dancer James Whiteside, at the
Hermitage Palm House Studio (Manasota Key)

Tuesday, March 12 @ 7pm, “Hermitage Writes @ Ringling College: Mesha Maren,” with Hermitage Fellow
Mesha Maren, at Ringling College of Art and Design (Sarasota)
Presented in partnership with Ringling College of Art and Design

Thursday, March 14 @ 6:30pm, “Hermitage Sunsets @ Nathan Benderson Park: More than Music,”
featuring Hermitage Fellows Etienne Charles and Kamala Sankaram, at Nathan Benderson Park (Sarasota /
Bradenton)

Presented in partnership with Nathan Benderson Park Conservancy

Friday, March 22 @ 12pm, “Hermitage Writes @ Venice Writers Festival,” featuring Hermitage Fellow
Elisa Bocanegra, at William H. Jervey, Jr. Venice Public Library (Venice) Presented in partnership with the
Venice Writers Festival

Tuesday, March 26 @ 7pm, “Hermitage Writes @ Ringling College: Brandel France de Bravo,” featuring
Hermitage Fellow Brandel France de Bravo, at Ringling College of Art and Design (Sarasota) Presented in
partnership with Ringling College of Art and Design

RECENTLY ANNOUNCED! - Thursday, March 28 @ 7pm, “Crosby Alumni Music Initiative: Piano
Classics Remade,” featuring Hermitage Fellow Conrad Tao, at Marie Selby Botanical Gardens (Sarasota)
Presented in partnership with Marie Selby Botanical Gardens

Conrad Tao’s concert and Hermitage residency are made possible through the Ruby E. Crosby Alumni Music Series at
the Hermitage

BIOS FOR IMPACT: CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS AT THE HERMITAGE ARTIST RETREAT

Dan Cameron (Curator)

A longtime member of the Hermitage’s Curatorial Council, Dan Cameron is a curator of contemporary art who also writes
about art, teaches and lectures about art, makes art, serves on art-related juries and boards, and advises both public and
private collections. He has lived in Manhattan since 1979, although at times he has also been based in New Orleans and
Long Beach. Throughout his 40-plus year career, Dan has steadfastly championed both the unexpected and the under-
recognized. In 1982, he was the first American curator to organize a museum exhibition on LGBTQ art, and in 2008 he
launched the Prospect New Orleans triennial in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. Along the way, he has curated international
biennials in Istanbul, Taipei, Ecuador, and Orange County, California, as well as retrospectives of such esteemed artists as
Carolee Schneemann, Paul McCarthy, Peter Saul, Wiliam Kentridge, Faith Ringgold, David Wojnarowicz, Marcel
Odenbach, Pierre et Gilles, Cildo Meireles, and Martin Wong. As part of the Getty Foundation’s Pacific Standard Time
initiative in 2017, the Palm Springs Art Museum hosted Dan's exhibition “Kinesthesia: Latin American Kinetic Art 1954-
1969.” Dan’s core connection with art stems from its capacity to expand our collective awareness of ourselves, the world
around us, and the way that humans invent ways to communicate essential values with one another. Whether in the cause
of furthering social justice or challenging art history, Dan believes that the artist's fundamental obligation to civilization is to
push sensorial and perceptual engagement into new, fruitful realms of engagement. The curator’s role is to provide an
appropriate platform and context for that expression, and to provide a public forum for viewers to more fully immerse
themselves in the experience, and for the artists to engage in critical dialogue about the art and its meaning.

Diana Al-Hadid (Artist)

Hermitage Fellow Diana Al-Hadid is known for her practice that examines the historical frameworks and perspectives that
continue to shape discourse on culture and materials today. With a practice spanning sculpture, wall reliefs, and works on
paper, Al-Hadid weaves together enigmatic narratives that draw inspiration from both ancient and modern civilizations.



Sanford Biggers (Artist)

Sanford Biggers was the first recipient of the Hermitage Greenfield Prize in the discipline of Visual Art in 2010. His work is
an interplay of narrative, perspective, and history that speaks to current social, political, and economic happenings while
also examining the contexts that bore them. His diverse practice positions him as a collaborator with the past through
explorations of often-overlooked cultural and political narratives from American history. Working with antique quilts that echo
rumors of their use as signposts on the Underground Railroad, he engages these legends and contributes to this narrative
by drawing and painting directly onto them.

Chitra Ganesh (Artist)

Across a 20-year practice, Hermitage Fellow Chitra Ganesh has developed an expansive body of work rooted in drawing
and painting, which has evolved to encompass animations, wall drawings, collages, computer generated imagery, video,
and sculpture. Through studies in literature, semiotics, social theory, science fiction, and historical and mythic texts, Ganesh
attempts to reconcile representations of femininity, sexuality, and power absent from the artistic and literary canons.

Todd Gray (Artist)

Hermitage Fellow Todd Gray works in photography, performance, and sculpture. Gray's work is represented in numerous
museum collections. He works between Los Angeles and Ghana, where he explores the diasporic dislocations and cultural
connections which link Western hegemony with West Africa.

Trenton Doyle Hancock (Artist)

Trenton Doyle Hancock won the Hermitage Greenfield Prize in 2013. Influenced by the history of painting, especially
Abstract Expressionism, he transforms traditionally formal decisions — such as the use of color, language, and pattern —
into opportunities to create new characters, develop sub-plots, and convey symbolic meaning. Balancing moral dilemmas
with wit and a musical sense of language and color, Hancock's works create a painterly space of psychological
dimensions. Trenton Doyle Hancock was the winner of the 2013 Hermitage Greenfield Prize for Visual Art.

Michelle Lopez (Artist)

Michelle Lopez is a Hermitage Fellow, interdisciplinary sculptor, and installation artist. As a builder, conceptualist, and
manipulator of materials, Lopez inventively explores cultural phenomenon, stretching to their limits the industrial processes
that craft consumerism in its many forms. Lopez examines collapsed political and social structures by inverting cultural
tropes through the process of building, exploiting industrial materials to expose the hidden boundaries of embedded societal
constructions.

Ted Riederer (Artist)

A “one-time refugee from punk and sometime band member,” Hermitage Fellow Ted Riederer has armed himself with
painting supplies, electric guitars, amplifiers, old LPs, record players, drum kits, hard disk recorders, photography
equipment, a vinyl record lathe, and long-stemmed roses as he’s ambled artistically from the Americas to the Antipodes.
His work has been shown nationally and internationally.

John Sims (Artist)

John Sims, a Detroit native and Hermitage Fellow, was an interdisciplinary conceptual artist who created multimedia
projects spanning the areas of mathematics, art, text, performance, and political-media activism. His main projects were
informed by the vocabulary of mathematical structure, the politics of sacred symbols and poetic reflections. As the former
coordinator of mathematics at Ringling College of Art and Design in Sarasota, Florida, he designed a visual mathematics
curriculum for artists and visual thinkers. John Sims died in 2022 at the age of 54.

Kukuli Velerde (Artist)

Hermitage Fellow Kukuli Velerde left Peru as an adult, already aware of its racial, social, cultural and economic climate.
Latin contemporary culture, its finest expression: family ties, and herself as result, are together the frame within which her
work evolves. Velerde’s mediums include paining on aluminum plates and ceramic installations.

William Villalongo (Artist)

Hermitage Fellow William Villalongo’s work is concerned with stories and images of time and change in the arch of
inhumanity to humanity that has marked the black experience shaping his subject and study as an artist. He often works in



series where he looks for frameworks to make these concerns visible. A figure, a still life, a painting, a drawing or a sculpture
are his vessels for information and sites to produce meaning.

BIOS FOR THE TRUTH OF THE NIGHT SKY: A HERMITAGE COLLABORATION
Anne Patterson (Artist)

Hermitage alumna Anne Patterson is a multidisciplinary artist based in Brooklyn. She recently served as a juror for the
2023 Hermitage Greenfield Prize. Her body of work consists of paintings, sculptures, and large-scale multimedia
installations that combine sculpture, architecture, lighting, video, music, and scent. Drawing from her background in theater
and opera set design, she uses these modalities to create an artistic practice, hovering somewhere between the visual,
experiential and immersive. Patterson’s large-scale installations have filled cathedrals, office buildings, and galleries across
the country with miles of fabric, aluminum ribbon, and metal birds. Her most recent installation, “Divine Pathways” was
created in concert with communities and organizations across the Morningside Heights neighborhood in New York City and
is now on display at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine. “Ascendant Light,” commissioned by Capital One as the
centerpiece of their new corporate headquarters, is made of hundreds of hand plotted ribbons over six stories. Other recent
commissions include “Art for Earth,” commissioned by the fashion house Ermenegildo Zegna, was made of thousands of
lengths of fabric repurposed from Zegna fabrics. Anne has exhibited widely including solo exhibitions at The Ringling
Museum and Alfstad & Contemporary. Her work has been shown at The Trapholt Museum, Denmark; Cristina Grajales,
New York; Scope Art Fair, Miami; Aqua Art Fair, Miami; Building Bridges Art Exchange, Los Angeles; Valerie Dillon Gallery,
New York; Denise Bibro, New York; Cade Tompkins Projects, Providence, Rl and One Twelve Gallery, Atlanta. Her
paintings and sculptures are in private, public, and corporate collections across the USA (Tishman Speyer, Tribune Media,
Nortek, New York Presbyterian Hospital, Memorial Sloan Kettering Hospital, Rhode Island Blue Cross) and in London.
Anne’s theatrical and symphonic partnerships have included Lincoln Center, Brooklyn Academy of Music, Arena Stage, The
Wilma Theater, The Kennedy Center, Alliance Theater and prestigious symphonies throughout the country (San Francisco,
Atlanta, Philadelphia, Chicago, Seattle). Patterson was the 2014 and 2016 CODAaward Winner for Liturgical Art and
received a Creative Capital Award in 2008. She is a proud Fellow of the Hermitage Artist's Retreat. In Sarasota, her work
has been exhibited at The Ringling Museum and commissioned by the Community Foundation of Sarasota County.
Patterson received her B.A. of Architecture from Yale University and her M.F.A. in Theater Design from The Slade School
of Art, London UK.

Patrick Harlin (Composer)

Hermitage Fellow Patrick Harlin’s “aesthetics capture a sense of tradition and innovation” (The New York Times). He is
the inaugural recipient of the Hermitage Prize in Composition at the Aspen Music Festival, which offered a residency at the
Hermitage Artist Retreat in Manasota Key, Florida. Harlin’s music is permeated by classical, jazz, and electronic music
traditions, all underpinned with a love and respect for the great outdoors. His works have been performed on subscription
series concerts by the St. Louis Symphony, Kansas City Symphony, the Rochester and Calgary Philharmonic Orchestras,
Collegium Cincinnati, and Calidore String Quartet, among others. CD recordings include Wilderness Anthology by the
Kinetic Ensemble and American Rapture on the Grammy-nominated album by the Rochester Philharmonic. Patrick was the
inaugural composer in residence with the Lansing Symphony Orchestra (2019-2023.) To date, he is the only artist-recipient
of a DOW Sustainability Fellowship. While at the Hermitage, Harlin met visual artist Anne Patterson, and they have been
collaborating since, including the work The Art of Flight with Anne’s art installation “Murmuration.” Patrick’s interdisciplinary
research in soundscape ecology — a field that aims to better understand ecosystems through sound — has taken him to
imperiled regions around the world, including the Amazon rainforest and the Book Cliffs of Utah. His baseline recordings for
ecological impact studies are also the fodder for artistic inspiration. Patrick’s research on the importance of soundscapes
has been supported by a Graham Sustainability Institute Doctoral Fellowship, Rackham Fellowship, Theodore Presser
Award, and private support. The resulting works, the Wilderness Anthology draw parallels between the sounds of the natural
world and those of the concert hall, seeking to bring awareness to the importance of sound in our environment. Patrick grew
up in Seattle, holds a doctorate in music composition from the University of Michigan, and currently resides in Ann Arbor.

HermitageArtistRetreat.org
Facebook / Instagram: @HermitageArtistRetreat




