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Hermitage Artist Retreat Receives $260,000 in Grants
for Historic Preservation and Artist Impact
Grants from the William G. and Marie Selby Foundation, Inc., and Charles & Margery
Barancik Foundation will boost the organization’s artist impact in the region and help
to preserve a vital historic building.

(June 23, 2021) The Hermitage Artist Retreat recently received two major grants that
will be directed to historic preservation efforts and artist impact in the community. The
organization received $110,000 from the William G. and Marie Selby Foundation, Inc.,
to assist with the restoration and rehabilitation of the historic Hermitage House. The
Hermitage also received a $150,000 grant from Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation
for its “Artist Impact SRQ” initiative, an expansion of the Hermitage’s growing
community outreach and education programs, enhancing the Hermitage’s support for its
artists and broadening the organization’s reach and impact in schools and underserved
communities.
The Hermitage House was originally built in 1907 and is the only property on
Manasota Key on the National Register of Historic Places. The Selby Foundation’s
grant will directly support the repair and restoration of the foundations supporting the
Hermitage House. “This vital historic property is not only an iconic building on Manasota
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Key, but it is central to our organization, our residency program, and our artists,” says
Hermitage Artistic Director and CEO Andy Sandberg. “We greatly appreciate the Selby
Foundation for their generosity and for recognizing the importance of preserving this
cornerstone of our historic campus.”
Carol Butera, President and CEO of the Selby Foundation, adds: “The restoration
and care of the historic Hermitage House, dating back to 1907, is essential to ensuring
many decades of continued success for the Hermitage as a leading arts and cultural
institution in our community.”
While the Hermitage is known for its historic beachfront campus, the organization
is also recognized for its expansive community programming. “As our programs and
collaborations continue to evolve and expand throughout our region, we are excited to
build bridges to new audiences, and also to share the extraordinary educational impact
of our programs with the students in our community,” says Sandberg. “This generous
gift from Barancik Foundation is going to allow us to provide more support and
resources to the diverse and accomplished Hermitage artists who are making a
meaningful and lasting impact in our community.”
“It’s time to reimagine how we engage students who have historically been
underserved by the arts,” says Teri A Hansen, President/CEO of Barancik Foundation.
“This support allows the Hermitage to expand its deeply rooted connection with the
community and involve more young minds.”
The Hermitage hosts artists on its Gulf Coast Manasota Key campus for multiweek residencies, where artists from around the world and across multiple disciplines
create and develop new works of visual art, theater, music, literature, and more. As
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part of their residencies, Hermitage Fellows participate in free community programs,
offering audiences in our region the unique opportunity to engage with some of the
world’s leading artists and to get a “sneak peek” into extraordinary projects and
artistic minds before their works go on to major galleries, concert halls, theaters, and
museums around the world. These free programs include performances, lectures,
interactive experiences, readings, open studios, school programs, teacher
workshops, and more, serving thousands in our regional community each year.
For more information about the Hermitage, visit HermitageArtistRetreat.org.

Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation
The Charles and Margery Barancik family has long believed in the power of philanthropy to
shape our world and enrich the lives of all people. It was the expression of this belief that led
them in 2014 to establish Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation—a private, family
foundation located in Sarasota, Florida. Barancik Foundation creates initiatives and awards
grants in Sarasota and beyond in the areas of education, humanitarian causes, arts and
culture, the environment, and medical (research/resources). For more information, contact
Kelly Romanoff at KRomanoff@BarancikFoundation.org.

William G. and Marie Selby Foundation
The Selby Foundation is a private foundation founded by William G. and Marie Selby in 1955.
The Foundation supports Sarasota, Manatee, Charlotte and DeSoto counties through capital
grants and scholarships. Since its establishment, the Selby Foundation has provided more than
$120 million to the community. For more information on the Foundation’s grant and scholarship
application process, visit selbyfdn.org.

The Hermitage Artist Retreat
The Hermitage is a nonprofit artist retreat located in Manasota Key, Florida, inviting
accomplished artists across multiple disciplines for residencies on its beachfront campus,
which is on the National Register of Historic Places. Hermitage artists are invited to interact
with the local community, reaching thousands of Gulf Coast residents and visitors each year
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with unique and inspiring programs. Hermitage Fellows have included twelve Pulitzer Prize
winners, Poets Laureate, MacArthur ‘Genius’ Fellows, and multiple Tony, Emmy, Grammy,
Oscar winners and nominees. Works created at this beachside retreat by a diverse group of
Hermitage alumni have gone on to renowned theaters, concert halls, and galleries
throughout the world. Each year, the Hermitage awards the $30,000 Hermitage Greenfield
Prize for a new work of art, and the Aspen Music Festival awards the annual Hermitage Prize
in Composition. For more information about The Hermitage Artist Retreat, visit
HermitageArtistRetreat.org.
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