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The Hermitage Artist Retreat

Welcomes Two New Hires:

Elizabeth Power Joins as Deputy Director/Operations Manager.
Michael Salimbene Joins as Executive Assistant/Program Coordinator.
After 16 seasons as executive director of Perlman Music Program/Suncoast, Power
brings her arts education and administrative experience to a newly created role at the
Hermitage. Salimbene, who recently worked with William Morris Endeavor Agency,
Joins the Hermitage team with a passion for the arts and a track record in talent

management.

(Sarasota County, FL) Andy Sandberg, artistic director and CEO of the Hermitage
Artist Retreat, recently announced that the organization has welcomed Elizabeth
Power in the newly created role of deputy director/operations manager, working
closely with Sandberg in his role as CEO. Power joins a team that also includes
Patricia Caswell (Hermitage co-founder and program director), as well as fellow new
hire Michael Salimbene (executive assistant/program coordinator).

Prior to joining the Hermitage this month, Power served 16 years as executive
director of The Perlman Music Program/Suncoast (PMP/Suncoast) and brings more
than 20 years of experience in arts education and administration.

“We are incredibly excited to be welcoming these new talents and creative
thinkers to our Hermitage family,” says Sandberg. “Elizabeth’s strong work ethic, her
passion for the arts, and her longstanding commitment to the community make her an

invaluable addition to the organization.” He adds that Power has had a career as a



professional musician and comes to the Hermitage with impressive leadership and
management experience. “That rare combination is a perfect reflection of what the
Hermitage is about.”

In her role as PMP/Suncoast’s first executive director, Power expanded its
annual programs to include multiple weeklong residences for Perlman Music Program
graduates, who perform in schools and throughout the community. Power also
established a unique partnership with the University of South Florida Sarasota-
Manatee to present programs on its campus, and designed and launched the
PMP/Suncoast Super Strings program, offering Florida-based string students the
opportunity to perform on stage with PMP string students under the baton of concert
violinist and conductor ltzhak Perlman. Before leading PMP/Suncoast, Power served
as Sarasota Orchestra’s education director, running youth orchestra and summer
camp programs for students, and creating more than a dozen music classes for all
ages, engaging young children through retirees. She earned Bachelor and Master of
Music degrees in viola performance at The Hartt School at University of Hartford,
along with an advanced certificate in graduate studies at The Juilliard School.

“I'm excited to join this incredible team of visionaries in support of the
Hermitage’s mission to serve gifted and diverse artists and the greater community,”
says Power.

The Hermitage is also pleased to welcome Michael Salimbene as executive
assistant and program coordinator. Salimbene has a track record in performing arts
and talent management, having worked his way up from the mailroom at Innovative

Artists to one of the top desks in the theatrical department of William Morris Endeavor



Agency. He recently moved to Sarasota County following his years at WME in New
York.

“‘Michael comes to us from an impressive theatrical background, with a
passion for new work and a commitment to artist relations,” says Sandberg. “He
brings his creative and management experience to Manasota Key, and we — along
with our artists — are incredibly fortunate to have him joining the Hermitage at this
exciting new chapter for the organization.”

Salimbene studied musical theater at The American Musical and Dramatic
Academy and then filmmaking at the New School, both in Manhattan. He worked as a
professional actor until 2013, when he transitioned his career towards talent
management. During his time at William Morris Endeavor, Salimbene had the
privilege of working with such renowned actors as Hugh Jackman, Cherry Jones,
Angela Lansbury, Lin-Manuel Miranda, Audra McDonald, Bernadette Peters, Emma
Stone, and more. He looks forward to working with the Hermitage’s extraordinary
Fellows and artists-in-residence in the years to come.

To learn more about the Hermitage or opportunities to get involved with the

organization, please visit HermitageArtistRetreat.org.

About the Hermitage Artist Retreat:

The Hermitage is a nonprofit artist retreat located in Manasota Key, Florida, inviting
accomplished artists across multiple disciplines for residencies on its beachfront campus,
which is on the National Register of Historic Places. Hermitage artists are invited to interact
with the local community, reaching thousands of Gulf Coast residents and visitors each year
with unique and inspiring programs. Hermitage Fellows have included nine Pulitzer Prize
winners, along with multiple Tony, Emmy, Grammy, Oscar, and MacArthur Fellowship award

winners. Works created at this beachside retreat by a diverse group of Hermitage alumni have



gone on to renowned theatres, concert halls, and galleries throughout the world. Each year,
the Hermitage awards the $30,000 Hermitage Greenfield Prize for a new work of art, and the
Aspen Music Festival awards the annual Hermitage Prize in Composition. For more

information about The Hermitage Artist Retreat, visit HermitageArtistRetreat.org.

The Hermitage is supported by:

Hermitage programs are supported, in part, by an award from the National Endowment for the
Arts; by Sarasota County Tourist Development Tax Revenues; and by the Department of
State, Division of Cultural Affairs, the Florida Council of Arts and Culture and the State of
Florida (Section 286.25 Florida Statutes), as well as the Gulf Coast Community Foundation

and the Community Foundation of Sarasota County.



