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Nationally Acclaimed Artists Highlight
The Greenfield Prize Celebration of Artistic Excellence
April 13-14
[bookmark: _1fob9te]Events include a world premiere opening of new work by photojournalist and 2017 Greenfield recipient David Burnett, and “Creative Conversations,” a free community program with Burnett and the 2019 Greenfield Prize recipient Helga Davis.
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(Sarasota County) The Hermitage Artist Retreat and its partner the Philadelphia-based Greenfield Foundation are pleased to announce the details of its Greenfield Prize weekend, April 13-14. This year’s celebration begins with the world premiere opening of new work by acclaimed photojournalist David Burnett, the 2017 recipient of the Greenfield Prize (opening April 13 at The Ringling). Events also include a free community program, “Creative Conversations” with Burnett and the 2019 Greenfield Prize recipient, composer, vocalist and performer Helga Davis (April 13 at The Ringling); and the Greenfield Prize Award dinner honoring Davis (April 14 at Michael’s On East). For details about all events and information on how to reserve tickets, visit www.HermitageArtistRetreat.org.
“Creative Conversations” with Davis and Burnett is Saturday, April 13, 3-5 p.m., in the Chao Lecture Hall at The Ringling, 5401 Bay Shore Road, Sarasota. During this free event, audience members will learn more about these artists, their bodies of work, and trends in their fields of art. Davis begins at 3 p.m. with “My Life, My Work,” and Burnett and a panel follow at 4 p.m. with “Fourth Quarter: Senior Athletes and their Indomitable Spirit.” This panel discussion will explore Burnett’s work and illuminate trends in the field of photography. Reservations for these free programs are required and can be requested at www.HermitageArtistRetreat.org. 
The world premiere exhibition, "Fourth Quarter: Senior Athletes, and their Indomitable Spirit," features new works by Burnett. For this project, which was part of his 2017 Greenfield commission, Burnett spent two years photographing senior-aged athletes from around the country who dedicate themselves to serious physical competition and team sports. In this engaging series, he treats his subjects with reverence as he celebrates their tenacity and challenges us to rethink our notions of what aging means in the 21st century. April 13 through July 21 at The Ringling. For more information, visit www.ringling.org.
Helga Davis will be honored at the 2019 Greenfield Prize Award dinner, Sunday, April 14, 6-9 p.m., at Michael’s On East, 1212 East Avenue South, Sarasota. Tickets begin at $150; reservations can be made online at www.HermitageArtistRetreat.org.
[bookmark: _GoBack] “We’re honored to introduce these acclaimed artists to the Sarasota-Manatee community,” says Bruce Rodgers, executive director of the Hermitage. “David has been photographing the world for more than 35 years. His spectacular photographs of serious athletes over 70 years old speak to a positive, national re-definition of aging. These life-affirming images are hopeful and inspiring for people of all ages.  We also look forward to sharing Helga Davis with the community. She is a powerful, dynamic force both as a creator and a performer who is ‘all in’ with whatever she does. Her work speaks to the moment and no one leaves her work untouched.  She will speak about her work and life.” 
Each year in April, the Hermitage Artist Retreat hosts the Greenfield Prize weekend by celebrating the award of a new Greenfield Prize, premiering the Greenfield commission from two years prior, and presenting programs and panels that share these artists’ journeys, processes, and bodies of work with local audiences. The prize offers a $30,000 commission that rotates annually among playwrights, musician/composers and visual artists. 
For more information about the Hermitage, visit www.HermitageArtistRetreat.org.

About the Greenfield Prize: 
The Greenfield Prize at the Hermitage Artist Retreat is a groundbreaking partnership between the Philadelphia-based Greenfield Foundation and the Hermitage Artist Retreat. Pursuing the mission "to bring into the world works of art that will have a significant impact on the broader or artistic culture," the prize seeks to identify individuals whose past work and future prospects position them to achieve this lofty and ambitious goal. The prize is awarded annually and includes a $30,000 commission for a new piece of work to be created within a two-year time frame. A residency at the Hermitage Artist Retreat on Manasota Key in Englewood, FL, ensures time and space in which to do the work. The Greenfield Prize rotates each year among three artistic areas; drama, music, and visual arts.

About the Hermitage Artist Retreat: 
The Hermitage is a nonprofit artist retreat located in Englewood, Sarasota County, Florida. It invites accomplished artists in all disciplines for residencies on its beachfront campus which is on the National Register of Historic Places. Its artists, who are asked to interact with the community, touch thousands of Gulf Coast residents and visitors with unique and inspiring programs. Hermitage fellows have included Pulitzer, Tony, Emmy, Grammy and MacArthur Fellowship award winners. The Hermitage awards the $30,000 Greenfield Prize for a new work of art, and the Aspen Music Festival awards the annual Hermitage Prize in Composition. For more information about The Hermitage Artist Retreat, visit www.HermitageArtistRetreat.org.

The Hermitage is supported by:
Hermitage programs are supported, in part, by philanthropist Gerri Aaron; by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts; by Sarasota County Tourist Development Tax Revenues; and by the Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, the Florida Council of Arts and Culture and the State of Florida (Section 286.25 Florida Statutes).
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